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Before You Begin

Before You Begin
Welcome to the RISAConnection General Reference manual. Please read this topic prior to installing the program
and pay particular attention to the License Agreement. If you are a first time user of RISAConnection it would be
beneficial to browse through this manual to become familiar with the interface and connection design capabilities.

Overview
RISAConnection is a hot-rolled steel connection design program that allows you to design many types of connections for different hot rolled steel shapes and configurations. The program utilizes multiple graphical views with
a tabular input location to make connection modeling straightforward and efficient. After configuring your connection, the program will give detailed calculations for all of the different connection failure modes complete with
full calculation values that you can verify quickly and easily.

System Requirements
One of the following operating systems is required:
l
l
l

Microsoft Windows 11 (64 bit only)
Microsoft Windows 10 (64 bit only)
Microsoft Windows 8.1 (64 bit only)

Software
The following additional software is required:
l

Microsoft .NET Framework 4.5 or later

Internet (Subscription License Only)
An internet connection is required to launch the program. The internet connection must be maintained as long as
the program is open, although brief internet outages (a few minutes) do not affect the user's ability to keep the program open.

Hardware
The following hardware is required:
l
l
l
l
l

1 GHz or faster processor (x86-64)
1024x768 or higher monitor resolution
2 (or more) button mouse, mouse wheel recommended
1 GB of RAM
4 GB of hard disk space

Program Limits
Hardware Limitations
l

RISAConnection is not a multi-threaded application, which means that it runs entirely within a single processor core. Therefore the program does not take full advantage of multi-core or multi-processor machines.
This limitation affects how long it takes to solve a group or project with multiple load combinations on models integrated with RISA-3D/RISAFloor.
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Demonstration Version Limitations
While you can open and solve any model, you cannot save any project or connection. Also the following limitations
apply:
l
l
l
l

l

Yield and rupture capacities for all steel materials are hard-coded as Fy = 25 ski and Fu = 40 ksi.
The welds are hard-coded to have a strength of 50 ksi.
The allowable compressive stress of concrete for base plate connections is always set to f'c = 1,500 psi.
RISA-3D and RISAFloor models may export connections into the Demo version of RISAConnection but the
other limitations (above) will still apply.
The Demonstration Version will automatically shut down if left open for 24 continuous hours.

License Agreement
For the full license agreement, please visit: risa.com/eula

Technical Support
Complete program support is available to registered owners of RISAConnection and is included in the purchase
price. This support is provided for the life of the program. The "life of the program" is defined as the time period for
which that version of the program is the current version. In other words. whenever a new version of RISAConnection is released, the life of the previous version is considered to be ended. Technical support is a limited
resource; first priority will always be given to those clients who are current.
See Technical Support for a list of your support options.

2

RISAConnection v12.0

Available Connection Types

Available Connection Types
The following connection types are available for design in RISAConnection.

Available Connection Types
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Beam to Column Shear Connections (shear tab, clip angle, end plate).
o Columns may be Wide Flanges, HSS tubes, or HSS pipes (shear tab only).
o Beams may be Wide Flanges or Channels (not for end plate).
o Double-sided connections available for clip angle shear connections into the column web.
o Skewed connections available for Wide Flange or HSS tube columns (shear tab only)
Beam to Girder Shear Connections (shear tab, clip angle, end plate).
o Girders may only be Wide Flanges.
o Beams may be Wide Flanges or Channels (not for end plate).
o Double-sided connections available for clip angle shear connections into the girder web.
o Skewed connections available for shear tabs only.
Shear Splices (beam and column).
o Columns may only be Wide Flanges.
o Beams may only be Wide Flanges.
Beam to Column Flange Moment Connections (direct weld, extended end plate, flange plates, flush end
plate).
o Direct Weld and Flange Plate moment connection columns may be Wide Flanges or HSS Rectangular
Tubes.
o Extended End Plate and Flush Plate moment connection columns may only be Wide Flanges.
o Beams may only be Wide Flanges.
Beam to Column Web Moment Connections (direct weld, flange plates).
o Columns may only be Wide Flanges.
o Beam may only be Wide Flanges.
Moment Splices (beam and column, direct weld, end plate, flange plate).
o Columns may only be Wide Flanges.
o Beams may only be Wide Flanges.
Vertical Brace Connections (Chevron, Diagonal Brace, and Knee Brace).
o Columns may be Wide Flanges, HSS Tubes, or HSS Pipes.
o Beams may be Wide Flanges, HSS Tubes (Chevron and Knee Brace connections only), or HSS Pipes
(Chevron and Knee Brace connections only).
o Chevron and Diagonal Braces may be Wide Flanges, HSS Tubes, HSS Pipes, Channels, WTs, Double
Angles, or Single Angles.
o Knee Braces may be HSS Tubes, HSS Pipes, Channels, WTs, Double Angles, or Single Angles.
Single Column Base Plate Connections.
o Column may be a Wide Flange, Tube, or Pipe.
Brace to Base Plate Connections.
o Column may be a Wide Flange, Tube, or Pipe.
Brace to Column Base Plate Connections.
o Column may be a Wide Flange, Tube, or Pipe.
o Brace may be HSS Tube, HSS Pipe, Single Angle, Double Angle, WTs, or Channels.
Truss HSS T-Connections.
o Chord member must be a HSS Tube.
o Branch member must be a HSS Tube.
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Application Interface
Modeling features in RISAConnection may be accessed through the ribbon toolbar, shortcut keystrokes, and the Connection Properties spreadsheet. You may use any or all of these options to interact with the software. The ribbon
toolbar contains the tools required to create new models, save, print, access Global Project Settings, and the viewing
options. The shortcut keys provide a fast way to access features should you use the program often enough to make
them familiar to you. Finally, the Connection Properties spreadsheet contains all the user-input data to model your
connection. These features are discussed in the sections below.

Menus and Toolbars
Title Bar

The bar at the top is called the title bar. The title of your project can be seen in the center of the bar, and the buttons are described below:

Button

Function
Starts a new project
Opens a previously created project
Adds a connection to the current project
Saves the current project
Prints the current connection view
Access the report printing options
Undo previous changes
Redo previous changes
Minimize program window
Maximize program window
Restore down the program window
Close the program

Ribbon Toolbar
Just beneath the title bar is the ribbon toolbar. This toolbar is divided into tabs to combine similar features and
tools. Each tab is described below.
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File Menu
The File menu contains the same model options as the Title bar (New, Open, Save, Print) with a few more. The
additional functions are described below.
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l
l

l

l
l

l

l
l

Save As - Allows you to save the previously saved model with a new name, or into a new location.
Append - Use this feature to combine two models into one. Open the first model, then go to File - Append
and select the second model. The two will be merged into one model file. Be sure to rename in order to preserve the original single files!
Export - RISAConnection has three export options:
o Export to RISA-3D: If you have a RISA-3D/RISAConnection integrated model, you can use this option
to send your RISAConnection results back to the RISA-3D model.
o Export to DXF - Single Connection: Export the detail drawings of the currently selected connection
to a DXF file.
o Export to DXF - All Connections: Export the detail drawings of all connections in the project to a
DXF file.
Page Setup - Access to printing page setup options.
Application Settings (Preferences) - This menu contains global solution and display options which apply to
all connections in the project. From this menu, you can adjust the numerical preferences, start-up options,
and the company logo to include on your printed report. See Customizing RISAConnection for more information.
Help - Access to the following information:
l The RISAConnection Manual.
l The list of Available Connection types.
l The Check for Updates feature.
l The About RISAConnection program and licensing information.
Exit - Closes the program.
Recent Projects - Lists the models that you have recently created / edited with RISAConnection.

Home Menu
The Home menu contains some global buttons which effect the whole project and some buttons which are only
applicable to whichever view you are in. For example, when you are in the 3D View, the Home menu will contain
options for the view angle of the connection, and when you are in the 2D View, the options for toggling the dimensions and bolts become available.

The buttons are described below:
Button

6

Function

3D View

2D View

Reports

Add a new connection to the project.

x

x

x

Copy the selected connection.

x

x

x

Save connection geometry and input
as the new default for all future connections.

x

x

x
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Function

3D View

2D View

Reports

Delete the selected connection.

x

x

x

Access the Units dialog.

x

x

x

Access the Global Parameters.

x

x

x

Export the connection results to
RISA-3D or RISAFloor (for integrated
models only).

x

x

x

Export the connection results to
Tekla Structures (for integrated models only).

x

x

x

Access connection display options.
See Graphic Display for more information.

x

x

x

Toggle an opaque or transparent
view.

x

Toggle the view of the bolts on or
off.

x

Toggle the view of the dimensions
on or off.

x

Toggle the view of the Whitmore Section and unbraced length (applicable
to vertical braced connections only)

x

Snap to isometric view.

x

Snap to top view.

x

Snap to right view.

x
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Button

Function

3D View

2D View

Reports

Snap to front view.

x

Snap to left view.

x

Copy the top gusset geometry to the
bottom gusset (for Vertical Brace
Diagonal Connections only).

x

x

x

Copy the bottom gusset geometry to
the top gusset (for Vertical Brace
Diagonal Connections only).

x

x

x

Solve all connections in the project
(for integrated models only).

x

x

x

Solve all connections in the group
(for integrated models only).

x

x

x

Solve just the selected connection
(for integrated models only).

x

x

x

This button allows you to access the
HTML5 help menu, check for
updates, and view the About Connection page which contains version
and licensing information.

x

x

x

Shortcut Keys
The following keys (or key combinations) can be accessed as shortcuts to help speed up your modeling.

Shortcut Key

Action

CRTL + O

Open a File

CRTL + S

Save a File

F1

Access Help Menu

F2

Switch to a 2D View

F3

Switch to a 3D View

Connection View
The Connection View provides options for viewing both the graphical display of the connection (in 2D or 3D view)
and also viewing the result output report.
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Graphical Display

Results Report
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3D View
This view allows you to move your connection around and view it from all sides and angles. If you click on a specific connection element in this view it will highlight in the Connection Properties section. See the Graphic Display
topic for more information.

2D View
Viewing the model in 2D allows you to see each of the components of the connection, complete with dimensions,
bolt holes and some assembly views.

If you click on a specific connection element or dimension, that element or dimension will highlight in the Connection Properties section. See the Graphic Display topic for more information.

Reports
The Reports section shows all the results from the program, including component properties and design checks. See
the Graphic Display topic and the design checks topics for more information.

Project Explorer
The Project Explorer shows the current project along with a list of all the connections in the project file.
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Connection Properties
The Connection Properties gives ability to define all of the parameters for the connection. Modifying this data automatically updates the design check calculations in standalone mode. If integrated with RISAFloor and/or RISA-3D,
then you must re-solve the connection after changes.
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Note:
l

If using RISAConnection integration with RISAFloor and/or RISA-3D, some of these fields are grayed out in
certain scenarios. For more information on this see the RISAFloor and RISA-3D Integration topic.

Connection
The Connection Title allows you to give your connection a specific name. The Connection Type gives a quick
description of the components of the connection.

Seismic Detailing
The Seismic Detailing section allows you to assign seismic parameters to your connection. This is only applicable to
the following connection types:
l
l
l
l
l

Column/Beam Direct Weld Moment Connection
Column/Beam Extended End Plate Moment Connection
Column/Beam Flange Plate Moment Connection
Vertical Diagonal Braced Connection
Vertical Chevron Braced Connection

For more information, see the Seismic Detailing topic.

Connection Category
The Connection Category allows you to define the connection type (bolted vs welded) and orientation.
Beam Connection allows you to choose a Welded or Bolted connection.
Column Connection Type will only be available when the column is a rectangular HSS tube where you have the
option to connect the beam to the Wide or Narrow face of the column.

Loading
This is the location where you define the loading on your connection. For shear connections, you will define the
Shear Load and the Axial Load (if applicable), which are simply the shear and axial demand for the connection.
Positive axial loads designate compression loads, and negative axial loads designate tension loads.

Note:
l

l

If your axial load is less than 5% of your shear load, RISAConnection will assume that your axial load equals
zero. This assumption is meant to help avoid an overly complicated design especially for models that are
integrated with RISA-3D or RISAFloor and have just a small amount of axial load in the members.
For information on Transfer Forces, see the topic under Vertical Diagonal Brace connections.

Eccentric Moment Calculation
The Eccentric Moment Calculation input allows the user to control the eccentricities used to calculate the moment
due to eccentricity at the connection.
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l

If the user selects Include All Eccentricities, the program will design for full moment due to eccentricity
(Me = P*ey + V*ex) and will calculate a bolt group eccentricity coefficient for the Beam Bolt Shear check
based on the horizontal eccentricity.

l

l

l

If the user selects Ignore Eccentricity at Beam, moment due to eccentricity(Me) is assumed to equal zero
for the Bolt Tension at Column checks (for bolted connections).
If the user selects Ignore Eccentricity at Column/Girder, the bolt group eccentricity (C) in the Bolt Shear
at Beam check is assumed to always equal 1.0 (for bolted connections) or moment due to eccentricity in the
Beam Weld Strength check is ignored (for welded connections).

Note:
l

This was previously named Eccentricity Consideration, but the label was updated for clarity.

Moment Loads
For moment connections you will also define the Moment Load which is the required demand for the connection.

Additional Loading Inputs
In addition to these, there are some extra inputs described below.
l

Top Column Dist is the distance from the top of the column to the top edge of the member framing in. This
value is used for the Column Flange Local Bending, Column Web Yielding, Column Web Buckling and Column
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Web Crippling checks. If the column is continuous past this connection, then simply input a value greater
than dcol/2.

l

l

Column Force is axial force in the column at the location of the connection. This is used in the Column Panel
Zone Shear check.
Story Shear is the shear force in the column at the location of the connection. This is used in the Column
Panel Zone Shear check.

Components
The Components section is a location where you can input specific details about the different connection components. This is where you define member sections, materials, bolt information, weld information and other specifics. Most of these items are self-explanatory. Here are some details of the inputs.
Member Sections

In the Shape Selection dialog you can choose which shape Database you wish to use. This allows access to all of the
RISA foreign shapes databases. Note that RISAConnection will NOT read in shapes from the AISC_BACKUP database.
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l

The available Shape Types update depending on the connection and the member.

Channel Shapes

Channel members are available to be used as beam and brace members in the shear connections. Channel shapes
are not currently available for moment connection members. When a channel shape is selected, the connector will
always be attached to the back (web) of the channel section.

Note:
l

Due to the limited cross-sectional information in the shape database, RISAConnection will assume flat plate
sections per the published dimensions:
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Tapered Wide Flange Shapes

RISAConnection will allow you to select a tapered WF shape for some members in some connections. Please see
below for a list of available members.
Limitations:
l

If you select a Tapered WF, you will also be required to designate which end is connected to the connection.

l

RISAConnection will use the cross-sectional properties from the end selected in the design calculations and
treat the member as though it was a prismatic (non-tapered) section.
RISAConnection will make no attempt to render the tapered shape.
Currently only doubly-symmetric (no unequal flanges) tapered WF shapes are available for use within
RISAConnection.
Since Tapered WF shapes are assumed to be built up (welded) plate girders, RISAConnection will use the following assumptions for the design calculations:

l
l

l

k_des = t_flange
k_det = t_flange
k_1 = 0.5*t_web
k = t_flange
Double Clip Angles

When clip angle connections are not symmetric, the leg orientation will be specified as:

Angle Orientation

16

Explanation

LLS

Long Leg Supported (or Short Legs Back to Back)

SLS

Short Leg Supported (or Long Legs Back to Back)
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Hole Types

The following table shows the different types of available hole types:

Hole Type

l

Explanation

STD

Standard holes

OVS

Oversize holes

XOVS

Extra Oversize Holes (applicable to Base Plates only (per AISC 360-10 Table C-J9.1)

SSLH

Short-slotted holes with the long dimension horizontal.

SSLV
LSLH

Short-slotted holes with the long dimension vertical.

LSLV

Long-slotted holes with the long dimension vertical.

Long-slotted holes with the long dimension horizontal.

See Table J3.3 of the AISC 360-05 for the nominal hole dimensions for both imperial and metric units unless
noted differently above.

Slip Critical
o

o

If you have a slip-critical design consideration, choose which type of faying surface you have (Class A or Class
B). This will define the mean slip coefficient for Eq J3-4 from the AISC 360-05 specification.
The Hole Types used for slip critical connections define whether the connection should be designed for slip
as a serviceability limit state or a strength limit state. Connections with standard holes and transverse slotted
holes are designed for slip as a serviceability limit state. Connections with oversized holes and vertical slotted holes are designed for slip as a strength limit state.

Assembly
The Assembly section is where you define other required dimensions such as: coping dimensions, edge distances,
clearances, etc. Many of these values can be changed manually. Some of these values have maximum values that if
you exceed that value we will use the maximum value. Other values are grayed out, meaning their value is dependent on other dimensional properties of the connection.
Notice that for all of the input, a more detailed explanation will be displayed in the display at the lower right corner
of the screen.
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Application Interface

Try clicking around in the various input cells to see this display change.
Here are some specific assembly details.
l

l

l
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Beam Vert Offset (for Girder/Beam connections): This value is positive if the beam is set downward from
the girder and is negative if the beam is set upward from the girder.
Angle Vertical Position (for Girder/Beam connections): This value is not allowed to smaller than the top
coped depth of the beam. There is no check that the angle doesn't foul the bottom flange.
Auto-Update Connections (for Vertical Brace Connections): This option (Yes or No) tells the program
whether you wish to completely reconfigure the Gusset to Beam and the Gusset to Column (diagonal brace
connection only) connections. By stating Yes the program will completely optimize your connection AND
reset everything for that connection each time you make a geometry change. By stating No the program will
not modify these connections. Thus, if you are starting from scratch and just inputting the initial geometry
information, keep this option on Yes to get optimized connections. However, once your connection is mostly
laid out, switch this to No to save your connection information. When bringing a connection from RISAFloor
or RISA-3D this option will default to No. When starting a connection from scratch this option will default to
Yes.

RISAConnection v12.0

Units

Units
The Units dialog allows the user to set the units designation for the project. You can work with Imperial units (Kips,
inches, etc.) or Metric units (KN, meters, etc.), or any combination of the two. To access this dialog, simply click the
Units button from the Home menu on the ribbon toolbar.

Note:
l
l

Units can be changed at any time during modeling and the current units will be converted to the new units.
Once units are set to the desired value, click the Save As Defaults button to make these units the default settings for any new models.
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Sign Convention
RISAConnection uses a sign conventions shown below:

Shear Connections:

Moment Connections:
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Vertical Diagonal Brace Connections:

Chevron Brace Connections:
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HSS T Connections:

Base Plate Connections:

Axial Load
A positive axial load designates compression while a negative axial load designates tension. This is the same load
convention used in RISA-3D and RISAFloor, so any loads imported from the integration shall stay consistent.

Note:
l
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If your axial load is less than 5% of your shear load, RISAConnection will assume that your axial load equals
zero. This assumption is meant to help avoid an overly complicated design especially for models that are
integrated with RISA-3D or RISAFloor and have just a small amount of axial load in the members.
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Beam Shear
A downward load on the beam creates a positive shear in the connection. An upward load on the beam creates a
negative shear in the connection. This is the same load convention used in RISA-3D and RISAFloor, so any loads
imported from the integration shall stay consistent.

Beam Moment
The sign convention for beams with an end moment would normally result in a negative moment under gravity
loads. The sign of beam moments do change the capacity calculations for the connection. In particular, the column's
ability to resist the concentrated flange forces are affected by which flange is in tension or compression as well as
the distance between the applied flange force and the top of the column.

Note:
l

This sign convention agrees with the RISA-3D sign convention for moments, but is the opposite of
RISAFloor's sign convention for moment.

Story Shear
A positive story shear will counteract the panel zone shear caused by a negative end moment in the beam..

Note:
l

There are cases where the story shear will actually increase the shear demand in the panel zone. This is
more likely to happen in cases where the positive bending moment caused by lateral forces is not enough to
counteract the negative bending moment due to gravity forces. RISAConnection does take these rare cases
into account.
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Graphic Display
RISAConnection allows you to graphically view your connection in two- and three- dimensional views. Below, the
functionality that is available within each of these views is explained.

3D View Controls

To view the 3D view, simply click the 3D View tab in the Connection View. This view allow you to see the connection from all sides by simply clicking and dragging the mouse. All of the elements in the connection are drawn/modified in real time. Therefore, if you update a member size, or change the clip angle, you will see this update in
the 3D View.
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Mouse Controls
l

l
l
l
l

Left-Click: If you left-click a component in the 3D view it will highlight that element in the Connection Properties. This points you directly to where that component is located and provides quick access for modifying
properties related to it.
Left-Click Hold and Drag: This allows you to dynamically rotate your connection to view from all sides.
Right-Click and Hold: This will allow you to move your connection around via panning.
Middle Mouse Wheel Scroll: This will allow you to zoom in and out for your connection.
Middle Mouse Wheel Click: This will snap your connection back into the initial isometric view.

2D View Controls

To view the 2D view, simply click the 2D View tab in the Connection View. This view allows you to use the tabs
across the top of the screen to see the different connection components in various individual 2D Views. These
dimensioned views allow you to double click the dimensions to show where this value is located in the Connection
Properties. This makes it very easy to change a dimension or property in a 2D view. There are also some component views available simply for viewing the connection assemblies.
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Reports View
This view is available to show all of the output of the program. There are two main windows available: Members
and Results (either LRFD or ASD, depending on the code chosen in Global Parameters). These reports are shown in
real time. Therefore, whenever a property of the connection is changed, the program updates the result reports for
this change.

Members
The Members Report view shows detailed properties of all of the components in the connection. Tabs within the
report allow you to switch between these components for member properties, hole dimensions, coping and material
information.

In this example we have an end plate moment connection. Thus, we see tabs for each element in the connection,
including the bolts for the connection. These are simply a presentation of properties of the connection. There are no
engineering calculations used in these values.

Results
The Results Reports gives all of the design checks for the connection, as well as material properties for each component. These design checks are listed with the required strength, provided strength, unity check and whether the
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connection passed that specific check. A red FAILED message will clearly alert you if you have a connection check
that is not passing. In addition to a list of unity checks for each connection you can also click on the individual check
to get a detailed calculation complete with explanation of each variable in that check.

For more information/details on a specific design calculation, please see the specific check topic in the Help menu.

Plot Options
Plot Options settings provide both 2D and 3D viewing options.

3D View Tab

l
l
l
l

Use Perspective Projection - This option puts the connection into an architectural perspective view.
Rotate View - This animates the connection view for graphical purposes.
View Mode - This gives a normal rendered view versus a transparent type view.
Highlight on the Fly - With this check-box if you scroll over the connection it will highlight the specific part
of the connection you are scrolling over.
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2D View Tab

l

l
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Show Grid - This selection gives an option for how you want to view the background of the two-dimensional
view.
Highlight on the Fly- With this check-box if you scroll over the connection it will highlight the specific part
of the connection you are scrolling over.
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Customizing RISAConnection
You may customize several of the default parameters, and Preference options in RISAConnection. In this way you
can modify the program so that it best suits you and your work processes. The Preferences option on the Tools
menu provides you control over the behavior of the software. All customization may be defined or redefined at any
time.

Preferences
Preferences options may be accessed by selecting Preferences from the Tools menu and are divided into the sections described below.

General Tab
The General tab of the Preferences dialog contains options that are generally straightforward and can be easily set
to customize the program with every new model you create.

l

l

The Show Expanded Properties for Components checkbox allows the user the option to expand the component information in the Connection Properties input. If this box is checked, the Components section of
Connection Properties will expand to show all the section properties of your selected element (Column,
Beam, Plate, etc.). If not checked, this section will condense down to just the editable properties (shape,
material, etc.).
The Display Feet, Inches in the Results Using Fractions checkbox allows the user control over the display
of the results. If this is checked, results will display in fraction format. If it is unchecked, then they will be displayed in decimal format.
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l

l

l

l

The Open Global Parameters After New Project Creation checkbox controls whether or not the Global
Parameters dialog box is automatically displayed to you when you start a new Project file. If this is left
unchecked, then this dialog will not automatically open when you start a new model.
The New Connection options allow the user to set what is displayed to you after a new Project is created.
You can choose to show the entire Project ( the main window will display thumbnails of each Connection
that you have created) or automatically create a New Connection for you which you can then build into
your Project.
The Decimal Places entries allow the user control over the number of decimals that are shown in the Property Grid (Connection Properties spreadsheet) and the dimension values shown in the Reports and Views.
The Path to Steel Shapes Databases shows where the program is looking for the shapes databases that it
reads into the program. If your databases are not located in this path, you must either change the patch or
move the databases to this directory.

Report Logo Tab
The Report Logo tab of the Preferences dialog contains options for the user to upload a company logo to include
with the printed output. This image will then be displayed at the top of the design report.

l
l

l

l

l
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The Do not Use Logo selection leaves the logo display blank.
The Use RISA Logo selection uses the RISA logo for display on the report, both within the program and on
the printed report.
The Use Custom Image allows you to select your own custom logo to display on the report, both within the
program and on the printed report.
The Always Show Preview before Printing check-box allows the user to include a Print Preview within the
Report Printing dialog.
The Hide Content of PDF files in Preview check-box allows the user to hide the additional PDFs in the
Report Printing Print Preview (this helps display the preview quicker).
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l

The Size of the 2D/3D Images menu allows the user to adjust the size of the images included in the printed
report.
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(Global) Project Settings
The (Global) Project Settings dialog is used to define information that influences the entire model and its solution in
an overall (global) manner, including all the connections within a project.

To access the (Global) Project Settings dialog, click on the Settings icon

from the Window toolbar.

Description

The entries under the Description tab are used to enter descriptive information such as a Title for the current project, the Name of the designer and a Job Number.
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Solution

The Solution tab contains options which affect how the connections in the current project will be analyzed /
designed.

Design Code
You may choose whether you want the connections designed using AISC 360-16 (15th Edition) , AISC 360-10 (14th
Edition) , AISC 360-05 (13th Edition), CSA S16-09, or CSA S16-14. The AISC codes have both ASD and LRFD design
methods available.
Note:
l

l

l

l

If working in an integrated model with RISAFloor and/or RISA-3D, the Design Method will be grayed out
and based on the settings from the RISAFloor or RISA-3D model.
When entering loads in to the Loading input, be sure that they include the appropriate factors for the design
method chosen.
Some design checks also reference the additional design material provided by the AISC Design Manual and/or
Design Guides.
Once the Design Code (an other analysis options) are set to the desired value, click the Save As Defaults button to make these the default settings for any new models.
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Bolt Group Analysis Method
The design of bolt groups with eccentric loading can be handled via the Instantaneous Center of Rotation
Method or the Elastic Method.
For information on both methods see the AISC 360-05 Manual, Page 7-6 and the Bolt Group Eccentricity topic.

Weld Analysis Method
The design of welds with eccentric loading can be handled via the Instantaneous Center of Rotation Method or
the Elastic Method.
For information on both methods see the AISC 360-05 Manual, Page 8-9 and the Weld Calculations topic.

Consider Bolt Hole Deformation
This check-box defines whether deformation at bolt holes at service load is a design consideration or not. If this is
checked it means it is a design consideration. If not, it is not a design consideration. This impacts the Bolt Bearing
Strength equations. See the Bolt Bearing Strength topic for more information.
When using the Canadian code (CSA S16-2009 or CSA S16-2014), this box is automatically unchecked.

Check Weld Filler Metal Matching (CJP/PJP Weld Checks)
This check-box gives an option whether or not to check the weld material against the base material per the AWS.
See the CJP Weld Strength section for more information.

Check Rotational Ductility
This check-box gives an option whether or not to check shear connections for the ability to rotate, thus verifying a
"pinned" connection assumption.

Full Shear Ecc. Considered
This setting effects how the bolt group eccentricity is calculated for shear tab shear connections only. If it is selected
then the program assumes that shear tab is always an Extended Configuration and uses the full distance from the
bolt group to the face of the support as the eccentricity.
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If is it not selected, and the connection meets all the requirements of the Conventional Configuration (on AISC 14th
ed. Steel Design Manual page 10-102), then the program will set the eccentricity as half the distance from the bolt
group centroid to the face of support or as otherwise required per Table 10-9.
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Notes:
l

l

If the shear tab connection has any axial load, then it is assumed to be an Extended Configuration per AISC
14th ed. Steel Design Manual page 10-103.
Both the AISC and CSA codes give parameters when bolt group eccentricity can be ignored for the Bolt Shear
Strength check. If you wish to ignore the eccentricity when these codes allow for it make sure this check-box
is unchecked. For more information see the Bolt Checks topic.

PZ Deform. Considered (or PZ Detail Considered for CSA S16)
This check-box determines which set of equations to use for the Column Panel Zone Shear limit state check on beam
to Wide Flange column moment connections.
l

l

US Design (AISC 360-10 References below):
l When PZ Deform. Considered is not selected, the check will consider section J10.6(a).
l When PZ Deform. Considered is selected, the check will consider section J10.6(b).
Canadian Design (CSA S16-14 References below):
l When PZ Detail Considered is not selected, the check will consider clause 27.2.4.2(b).
l When PZ Detail Considered is selected, the check will consider clause 27.2.4.2(a).

Check Weld Base Mat. Thickness
This check-box determines if the program will include the base material proration factor, ɑ to reduce the capacity of
Weld Strength per the "Connecting Element Rupture Strength at Welds" section on page 9-5 of the AISC Steel Design
Manual (14th edition). For more details on how this factor is calculated, see the Weld Checks topic. Because this
requires some engineering judgment, this check-box allows the user to turn off this adjustment factor all together.
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Include AISC 15th Out of Plane Web Checks
This check-box determines if the program will include the out of plane checks on a Wide Flange column web per the
AISC 15th edition Steel Design Manual page 9-14 through 9-17. These checks were not included in older versions of
the AISC Design Manuals so these can be applied retroactively along with the AISC 13th and 14th editions if you so
choose. This is not available for the Canadian design codes. See the Column Web Checks section for more details on
the following checks:
l
l
l

Column Web Punching Shear
Column Web Axial Yielding
Column Web Flexural Yielding

Reduce Available Bolt Strength by Prying Effects Factor Q
This check-box determines if the program will use the Alternative Method of considering prying forces on bolts per
the AISC 15th (360-16) and 14th (360-10) page 9-13 or AISC 13th (360-05) page 9-12. This is not available for the
Canadian design codes.
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Connection Modeling Process
RISAConnection is set up to consider multiple connections within a single project file. The idea is that an entire
structure could have all of it's connections in the same file. Each connection within the project is named something
unique to let the designer know where this connection exists in the structure.
Note:
l

This procedure is for standalone use only. For information on using RISAConnection integration see the
RISAFloor and RISA-3D Integration topic.

Creating a Project
Creating a new project in RISAConnection is as easy as pressing

or going to File-New-Project:

Once the project is added it shows up in the Project Explorer.
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Now you can modify the Global Parameters information into the Global Parameters dialog
for your project.

to be appropriate

Creating a Connection
Once the project has been created, the next step is to add individual connections. To add a connection simply press
the Add New Connection button
Connection:

or right-click the project in the Project Explorer and choose Add

This opens up the Create New Connection dialog:

The Connection Category allows you to narrow down your selection options in the Connection Type. Here you
can see all of the available connections in the program.
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The Connection Name allows you to give the connection a unique name and either add this connection to the current project or create a new project with this connection in it. Press OK and the connection will be added.
You can also click the Detail View button (introduced in version 13) at the bottom of the new connection dialog.
This will allow you to quickly specify more details about the connection before opening up the connection.

This dialog will also show a message if a user default for this configuration has not yet been set up. See the Defaults
Viewer section for more information on connection defaults and how to set them.

Once added, connections will show up under the project in the Project Explorer. Here we can right-click the individual connections to cut, copy, paste, rename or delete the connection.

Thus, if you have several connections that are very similar you can create an initial connection and simply copy that
connection and make minor revisions.
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See Seismic Detailing for instructions on how to define a prequalified connection for seismic moment frames.

Available Connections

The Available Connections section provides a list of the connections currently supported in the program and is
only a viewer. You may also review the Available Connection Types topic for details about the shape types allowed
with each of these connections.
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Defaults Viewer
The defaults viewer (added in RISAConnection version 13) allows you to view the program defaults for a specific
connection.
It is important to note that it is possible to have various defaults for a single connection type. This is because each
connection type can have a variety of different configurations (i.e. Column shape, beam shape, brace shape, etc). The
program will store a default configuration for each permutation of the connection type and the default viewer
allows you to quickly access these defaults.
A quick example of this is shown below where several configurations of a Vertical brace Chevron Connection is
shown. Each of these configurations will have a different default stored in the program(6 different defaults - one for
each configuration shown) and the default viewer allows you to view the defaults for each configuration.

Accessing the Defaults Viewer
To access the default viewer, you can click on the Defaults Viewer button in the upper toolbar.
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Defaults Viewer Interface

Once in the defaults viewer, you will want to select the specific connection that you are interested in on the left. The
connections are categorized by type (Shear, Moment, etc).
After selecting a connection, you will see any user defined defaults show up in the Defaults list. Only user defined
defaults will show in this list so there will not be any defaults that show in this list if you have not yet set any up.
Please see the Setting up a new default section for more information on how to do this.
You can quickly change the parameters on the right side of the dialog in the Parameters section to change the connection configuration. If a user default is not defined for the specified configuration then the program will show the
following message: User Default for this configuration does not exist.
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Setting up a new Default
To set a new user defined default configuration you can follow the instructions:
1. Select the connection that you want to set from the list of connections
2. Adjust the parameters for the connection to match you desired configuration
3. Click Create Connection
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4. Adjust the connection and assembly settings (how many bolts, weld size, etc) within RISAConnection as you normally would.
5. Click the Save As Default button in the ribbon toolbar

Note:
l

This procedure is tailored for if you start in the Defaults Viewer dialog. You can always click the Save As
Defaults button at any point in your connection modeling to save the default for that connection

Defaults Viewer Footer buttons
Reset Default: This option resets the selected user defined default to the original program default.
Create Connection: This option creates a new connection based on the connection type and selected parameters.
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Create Project: This option will create a new project based on all the user defined defaults that were created for
the selected project.
Close: This option will close the Defaults Viewer dialog.
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Results
As soon as a new connection is created, or an old connection is modified, RISAConnection automatically updates the
design calculations for both LRFD and ASD design if in standalone mode. These results may be viewed in the associated tabs from the Report Connection View. If you are working with the integration using RISAFloor or RISA-3D
then the Project Explorer gives a summary of your results as well. See the RISAFloor and RISA-3D Integration topic
for more information.

These reports may be expanded (by clicking on each Limit State) to reveal the design calculation. This report not
only calculates the code check for you, but also lists out the equation used, the various input variables, the load, the
strength, and then the ultimate result: failure or passing.

Member Information
See the Graphic Display topic for more information.

Design Checks
For a detailed explanation of the specific design check see the table of contents to locate it in this manual.
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Design Checks for Canadian Code
RISAConnection can perform code checks according to the Canadian (CSA S16-2009 or CSA S16-2014) steel codes.
This is offered only for the following connections:
l

l

l

l

l
l
l

l

l

Shear Tab Connections
l WF girders
l WF or HSS Tube columns
Clip Angle Connections
l WF girders
l WF or HSS Tube columns
Direct Weld Moment Connections
l WF or HSS Tube columns
Flange Plate Moment Connections
l WF or HSS Tube columns
Extended End Plate Moment Connections
HSS to HSS Connections
Vertical Diagonal Brace Connections
l WF or HSS Tube columns
Chevron Brace Connections
l WF or HSS Tube beam
Knee Brace Connections
l WF or HSS Tube column
l WF or HSS Tube beam

Connection Design Procedures
There is a difference in philosophy between the US and Canadian steel design codes. The AISC provisions seek to
identify all possible failure modes. The CISC manual and CSA specification, on the other hand, try to limit the number of failure modes which need to be investigated by the engineer. They do this by ignoring failure modes which
are not believed to control, or by combining multiple failure modes into a single simplified calculation.
The connection design procedures used in RISAConnection are based on the AISC design procedures, but modified
to fit the CSA S16 code provisions. AISC formulas and phi factors have been replaced by CSA formulas and phi
factors in most cases. Therefore, the program will generally try to check all possible failure modes, even when they
are not likely to control. This means that some failure modes are calculated in circumstances when the CSA code
says they do not need to be checked.
In some cases, there is not a direct CSA/CISC counterpart to an AISC equation. In those cases, some engineering
judgment is required. RISA engineers have chosen to look for the CSA code provisions that are most similar to the
AISC code provisions and use them. In some cases this may mean the code equations cited by RISAConnection come
from a clause (like the seismic chapter) which CSA does not expressly require to be checked.
There are also instances where the CSA code requires a failure mode to be investigated but does not give any direct
guidance on how to do so. In these cases, the equations used for the AISC checks will also be used for the Canadian
code. The only differences would be the use of Canadian phi factors.

Accounting for the Weld Strength Reduction Factor, Mw
One significant difference between the AISC and CSA code provisions related to how the code accounts for fillet
welds where the orientation of the weld segments vary. The Canadian code reduces the strength of some weld segments by the value Mw which can be as much as a 15% reduction. RISAConnection does not fully account for this
reduction at this time. Instead, the program identifies cases where some weld segment will have a Mw value of less
than 1 and conservatively reduces all weld segments in those connections by 15%.
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The result of these changes is that the RISAConnection results will not directly match the CISC capacity tables for
welds.

Electrode Strength Coefficient, C1
The ICR method of weld capacity calculations was done for E70xx welds. Extrapolating these values to higher
strength welds introduces some uncertainty into the weld capacities. AISC uses an additional 10% strength reduction for weld strengths above 80 ksi and less than 200 ksi, as well as a 15% reduction for weld strength above 100
ksi. RISAConnection reduces Canadian weld strengths using the same approximate criteria.

Design Procedures for End Plate Moment Connections
The design procedure used for End Plate Moment connections comes primarily from AISC Design Guides #4 and
#16.

Note:
l

l

l

The Phi factor for bolt moment strength calculations has been changed to 0.8 to be more consistent with
CSA provisions.
The Phi factor used for End Plate Shear Yielding has been changed to 0.9 to be more consistent with CSA provisions.
Section 21.3b of the 2014 CSA provisions is NOT considered for column flange bending. Instead the formulas
from design guide 4 and 16 (based on column yield lines) are used same as they are for the AISC connections.

Rotational Ductility
The AISC manual has specific checks to ensure that shear connections are flexible enough to accommodate the end
rotations of simple beams. These rotational ductility checks are given in the manual, based on the requirements of
section J1.2. The CSA provisions have similar requirements in Clause 21.2, but the manual does not give specific
guidance on how to address these requirements. For this reason, the procedure used for AISC connections will also
be used when code checking to the CSA provisions. These requirement may be turned off by unchecking the box on
the solution tab of the global parameters.

Lateral Stability / Stabilizer Plates
The CSA manual does not directly address the stability issues of extended shear tabs where the torsional flexibility
of the plate can be insufficient to insure the lateral stability of the connection. In these cases, a stabilizer plate may
be required per equation 10-6 of the AISC 14th edition.
Since this issue is not directly addressed by the CSA manual, this is checked using the AISC formulas directly. More
information on RISAConnections implementation of these provisions is given in the Stability and Geometry Checks
topic.

Elastic Method for Weld or Bolt Groups
The current version of the Canadian steel manual only gives the Instantaneous Center of Rotation (ICR) method for
dealing with weld or bolt groups loaded eccentrically. However, the elastic method is still valid and conservative.
Therefore, it is included as an option in the RISAConnection program. Furthermore, the elastic method is required
for some weld groups where the ICR method is not fully defined. See the Weld Checks topic for more details.
The elastic procedures are based on the AISC steel manual procedures which are based off of the method described
by Blodgett.

General Reference Manual

49

Design Checks for Canadian Code

Coped Beams
Clause 14.8.1 requires that the effects of Copes be accounted for in the design of the member. However, the CSA specification and CISC manual do not give direct guidance on how to account for these effects. Instead, page 3-59 suggests using the provisions of the AISC manual. Therefore, coped beam failure calculations will directly reference the
relevant AISC equations.

Bolt Material Properties
When using an imperial designation for the bolt material (A325, A490), RISAConnection uses the strength of the
bolt from the ASTM, not the "soft conversion" values given in the CISC manual for table 3-3.

Bolt Hole Deformation
The code checks for bolt bearing in the Canadian code do NOT have the option for reducing the capacity of the connection in cases where limiting the deformation of the bolt hole is desired.

Bolt Tension for Eccentric Load - Special Case
RISAConnection does not use the procedure described in the CISC manual on page 3-36. That procedure is
described as an easy to use and conservative procedure. Instead, RISA uses the procedure described in the Eccentricities topic. This procedure is more complicated, but should be more accurate and less conservative.

Bolt Hole Sizes
The assumed size for bolt holes is based on clause 22.3.5.2 of the CSA specification and Table 3-48 of the
CISC manual. Slotted bolt holes are based on the Miscellaneous Fastener Detailing Data on page 6-166.

Note:
l
l
l

For some diameters (1/2", 5/8"), the program will not allow for oversize or slotted bolt holes.
Short Slot hole lengths are assumed to be 2mm larger than the oversize bolt hole diameter.
Long Slot bolt holes are assumed to be 2.5 times the nominal bolt diameter.

Slip Critical Bolts
Slip Critical Bolts are not currently checked for the Canadian code.

Weld Access Holes
The assumed dimensions of Weld Access Holes for direct weld moment connections are based on figure 5.1 of
CSA W59-2003. The program always assumes the beam is a rolled shape.

Column Stiffener Checks for Moment Connections
Panel Zone Shear Capacity
Clause 27.2.4 of the CSA provisions give regarding the strength of a columns panel zone in a seismic moment connection. Checking this strength is not explicitly required for other types of loading. However, to be consistent with
parallel AISC provisions, RISAConnection will always run the panel zone shear check, regardless of the applied load.
The higher Panel Zone capacity due to increased the detailing requirements of 27.2.4.3 are NOT assumed in the
RISAConnection calculations. The capacity of the panel zone is NOT reduced based on the presence of axial load as it
would be if the AISC provisions were selected.
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Demand Shear for Web Doubler Plates
Clause 21.3 appears to assume that the capacity of the web will be based on clause 13.4.2 (shear strength for Plastic
Analysis). RISAConnection uses the panel zone capacity from 27.2.4 (as described above) to determine the shear
demand on the web doubler plate.

Buckling of Web Doubler Plates
The AISC design guide on column strengthening / stiffening recommends a maximum b/t ratio for the doubler
plates to prevent local bucking of the doubler plate under applied shear stress. For the Canadian code, RISAConnection uses an h/t ratio of 1014/sqrt(Fy) for this maximum ratio. This is based on the h/t limits given in clause
13.4.1.1. Note: this max ratio must be calculated using MPa for the units of the yield stress.

Column Web Yielding and Buckling
Clause 21.3 (a) and (b) give equations for the yielding or buckling of the column web. These provisions assume that
web buckling can only occur for class 3 or class 4 webs. RISAConnection will always check the web for BOTH failure
modes regardless of the web classification.
For Bolted end plate connections, the formula for web yielding is taken as (12*tfc+2*tp+tfb)*Fy*twc. This increase
accounts for the larger spread of force allowed by the presence of the end plate.
For Bolted end plate connections, the formula for web buckling is taken as 640,000*twc*(12*tfc+2*tp+tfb)/(h/twc)2.
This increase accounts for the larger spread of force allowed by the presence of the end plate.
RISAConnection uses the method described in the commentary to clause 21.3 to reduce the Web Yielding and Buckling capacities when the connection is located close to the end of the column. This involves using a bearing distant
of (N + 4t) instead of (N+10t).

Column Flange Bending
Clause 21.3 (a) does not directly address the situation where the concentrated force occurs close the top of the
column. For this case, RISAConnection uses the AISC method of reducing the capacity by 50% whenever the connection is within 10*tfc of the end of the column.

Column Web Crippling
Clause 14.3.2(a)(ii) for web crippling applies specifically to the bearing resistance of a beam. This is analogous to
concentrated loads applied to columns, but is not directly mentioned in the connection section of the CSA code.
Since this is described as a web crippling capacity calculation, RISAConnection uses it wherever AISC connections
are checked for web crippling.

Transverse Stiffener Checks
For the r value calculation, RISAConnection is conservatively ignoring the presence of the column web. Rather than
including the 25tw web strip discussed in clause 14.4.2.

HSS Checks per the CIDECT Manual
HSS members are available for design per the CSA S16 design codes for the following connections: Shear Tab, Clip
Angle (One Side), Direct Weld Moment, Flange Plate Moment, HSS to HSS, Vertical Diagonal Brace, Chevron Brace,
and Knee Brace. The HSS section checks are all referenced per the CIDECT Design Guide 3 (2nd Edition) for Rectangular Hollow Section (RHS) members and the CIDECT Design Guide 1 (2nd Edition) for Circular Hollow Section (CHS) members. The majority of HSS checks come from CIDECT Design Guide Tables 4.1 and 7.1. The
applicability of this table depends on the "Range of Validity" at the end of the table. This means that if a connection
falls outside these limits then the procedures given by this table may not be sufficient to guarantee a safe
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connection. It does not necessarily mean that the given code checks are invalid. It may mean that the parameters of
the connection fall outside the limits of existing test data or that other limit states not listed could control. These
parameters are checked as part of the HSS Limitations limit state, which includes checks for:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Wall Slenderness
Yield
Ductility
Class
Material
Connection Width Ratios
Aspect Ratios

These limit states are very similar to those used in the AISC Chapter K checks. See the HSS Checks section for more
details about which limit states are checked.

Resistance Factor, ϕ
Per CIDECT Clause 1.2.1, the resistance should be multiplied by 0.9 when the nominal yield strength of the
HSS member exceeds 355 MPa.

Canadian Code Limitations
The current implementation of the Canadian code does not support the following features:
l
l
l
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Beam or Column splice connections
Slip Critical Bolts
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Stability and Geometry Checks
This section focuses on checks concerned with stability, ductility and geometry restrictions.

Erection Stability
RISAConnection provides checks for erection stability, as prescribed in the AISC 14th Edition Manual. The following
checks are performed:

Double Angle Shear Connection
A warning is given if angle length does not exceed 1/2 of the T dimension of the supported beam. See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-9.

End-Plate Shear Connection
A warning is given if plate length does not exceed 1/2 of the T dimension of the supported beam. See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-49.

Shear Tab (Single-Plate) Connection
A warning is given if plate length does not exceed 1/2 of the T dimension of the supported beam. See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-106.

Single Angle Shear Connection
A warning is given if angle length does not exceed 1/2 of the T dimension of the supported beam. See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-133.

Rotational Ductility
RISAConnection provides checks for rotational ductility for shear connections, as prescribed in the AISC 14th Edition Manual. These checks are only done when enabled through the Global Parameters dialog. Rotational ductility
ensures that a shear connection will allow the necessary rotation to act as a "pinned" connection without a brittle
failure.
The following checks are performed:

Double Angle Shear Connection
A warning is given if angle thickness exceeds 5/8". See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-9.

End-Plate Shear Connection
A warning is given if plate thickness exceeds 5/8". See AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 10-49
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Shear Tab (Single-Plate) Connection
In order to ensure adequate rotational ductility in a shear tab shear connection the following three conditions must
be satisfied:
l
l
l

The plate must yield in flexure prior to any weld failure due to flexure
The plate must yield in flexure prior to any bolt failure (including bolt bearing) due to flexure
The plate must yield in flexure prior to rupturing in flexure

The plate's flexural yield capacity is a direct function of its thickness. If a plate is too thick then its flexural yield
capacity can be greater than the other capacities listed above, resulting in a non-ductile failure due to flexure.
Each of the three conditions above checks the maximum thickness based on AISC 360-10 (14th edition) eqn (10-3):

The calculation of Mmax is as follows:
l

Tmax-weld uses the Instantaneous Center of Rotation method to calculate Mn = Mmax. This is equivalent to calculating Mn per AISC 14th edition equation (J2-7) which is very complex.

l

Tmax-bolts also uses the Instantaneous Center of Rotation method to calculate the bolt eccentricity coefficient, C'. The C' coefficient is defined in the AISC 14th Edition, Eqn 7-21:

l

Then the maximum moment is then calculated using the minimum shear capacity based on the bolt
shear and bolt bearing capacities. This is then converted into a maximum allowed thickness per AISC
14th Edition, Eqn 10-3.

l
l

Tmax-plate uses AISC 14th edition eqn (9-4) to calculate Mn = Mmax. Note, Mmax is taken as the unfactored
capacity for the tmax check.

For reference see AISC 14th Edition Manual, Pages 9-14 and 10-104.
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Single Angle Shear Connection
No rotational ductility checks are done for single angle connections. The AISC manual gives no guidelines on criteria, and these connections are typically considered to be sufficiently ductile regardless of configuration.

Bolt Geometry Restrictions
In these checks the program will check bolt spacing and edge distances against code prescribed minimums and maximums. These are checked for each element that is bolted in the program. Thus, this check will be given for each
bolted element in a connection. When we do these checks we do them for both the member and the connector. We
will check the worst case between the member and the connector.

Check Minimum Bolt Spacing
Section J3.3 of the AISC 360-10 specification gives a minimum spacing of 2 2/3*d. Thus, we will check both vertical
and horizontal spacing of bolts against this minimum.

Check Maximum Bolt Spacing
Section J3.5 of the AISC 360-10 specification gives a maximum spacing requirement for bolts. The program considers the members in the connection NOT subject to corrosion, thus uses a maximum distance of 24*thickness of
thinner plate or 12 inches. J3.5(b) is not considered within the program. The program will check for the maximum
edge distance in two orthogonal directions: the direction along the axial load in the connection, and the direction
perpendicular to that.
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Check Minimum Edge Distance
Section J3.4 of the AISC 360-10 specification gives minimum edge distance requirements. This provision considers
both Table J3.4 and J3.5, depending on the type of hole. Thus, the program combines the values from both Table J3.4
and J3.5 for checking minimum edge distance.
Regarding sheared edges versus rolled edges, the program makes this assumption:
l

l

All plate elements (shear tabs, end plates, flange plates, etc.) assume minimum edge distances based on
sheared edges.
All wide flanges and angles (and any other rolled shapes) assume minimum edge distances based on rolled
or thermally cut edges.

Note that this check will only give detailed information if the minimum edge distance requirement was not met.

Check Maximum Edge Distance
Section J3.5 of the AISC 360-10 specification gives a maximum edge distance of 12*thickness of connected part not
to exceed 6 inches. Note that this check will only give detailed information if the maximum edge distance requirement was not met.

Check Bolt Constructability
This check is applicable to all End Plate Moment connections. This common sense check ensures that the interior
bolts do not overlap by limiting their spacing by a distance equal to the bolt hole dimension.

Limitation
The program does not do any checks for Entering and Tightening Clearances per Tables 7-15 and 7-16 of the AISC
14th Edition Manual. Thus, you will have to verify these dimensions manually.

Stabilizer Plates
The AISC 14th edition steel manual introduced a new stability check for extended shear tab connections to determine if the shear tab needs to be stabilized or not.

If this check fails there are different ways to resolve it:
l
l
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When the shear tab connects to the web of a column, the user can add in stabilizer plates.
When the shear tab connects to the web of a girder, the user can extend the shear tab up or down to connect
to one or both of the girder flanges.
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l

When the shear tab connects to the flange of a column, the program cannot add stabilizer plates for this configuration. But, the user may be able to increase the depth or thickness of the shear tab to make the connection pass.
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Material Checks
These material checks are common to many different connection types.

Shear Yield Strength
Shear yielding occurs over the gross cross section of elements in shear, such as shear tabs. The shear yielding capacity is calculated per the AISC 360-10 specification, section J4.2.

A special case occurs when considering the beam web shear yielding. In this case the shear yielding capacity is calculated per the AISC 360-10 specification, section G2.1. The capacity is calculated per equation G2-1 and the Cv values are calculated using G2-2, G2-3, G2-4 and G2-5.

Shear Rupture Strength
Shear rupture occurs over the net cross section of elements in shear, such as shear tabs. The shear rupture capacity
is calculated per the AISC 360-10 specification, section J4.2.

Plate Tension Yield
Tensile yielding occurs over the gross cross section of elements in tension such as flange plates in a moment connection or even the beam itself. The tensile yielding capacity is calculated per the AISC Specification J4.1.
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Tension Rupture
Tensile yielding occurs over the gross cross section of elements in tension such as flange plates in a moment connection or even the beam itself. This effective area is taken as the minimum of the net area, or 85% of the gross
area. The tensile rupture capacity is calculated per the AISC Specification J4.1.

Shear Lag Factor
For the braces in vertical brace connections a shear lag factor is included per the AISC 360-10 specification, Section
D3.

Shear Lag Factor Lower Bound
The program also checks the shear lag lower bound factor per the Commentary to section D3 on page 16.1-284.
This section allows the "ratio of the area of the connected element to the gross area" as a reasonable lower bound
value.
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Gross and Net Areas
The gross area is the full cross-sectional area (ignoring the bolt holes). The net area removes the area of bolt holes
from the gross area. This is done per AISC 360-10 section B4.3b which says that "the width of a bolt hole shall be
taken as 1/16 in greater than the nominal dimension of the hole."

Beam Flexural Rupture
For Flange Plate Moment Connections, the nominal flexural strength of the beam is checked per AISC 360 equation
F13-1.
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Beam Tension Rupture
To compliment the Beam Flexural Rupture check (see above) for Flange Plate Moment Connections, the Beam Tension Rupture limit state will also be checked per AISC 360 equation D2-2 when there is an axial tensile force
present. This check does not apply for zero axial or compressive loads.

Block Shear Strength
Block shear is a combination of tensile rupture, and either shear yielding or shear rupture. The program checks
both types of block shear per the AISC 360-10 specification, section J4.3.

Note:
l

l

When multiple rows of bolts are present for a block shear calculation, a Ubs value of 0.5 is used. Otherwise
this value is taken as 1.0.
Net area is calculated per AISC 360-10 section B4.3b which says that "the width of a bolt hole shall be taken
as 1/16 in greater than the nominal dimension of the hole."
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Block Shear on Un-Coped Beams
Block shear is not likely to control for beam webs unless the beam is coped. However, RISAConnection does check
this failure state for completeness. The area of the beam flange directly above the web on either side will yield or
rupture with the web. In the image below, for example, the orange area of the web represents shear yielding or rupture of the web area. The red shading is the area of the flange (one on each side of the web) that must also fail for
the block shear limit state to occur.

Plate Tearout
This failure mode is calculated as block shear using an "inside" perimeter rather than an "outside" perimeter.

The Net Area Subject to Tension (An) and Gross Area Subject to Shear (Agv) used to calculate plate tearout is
shown in the figure below.
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Gusset Plates
On gusset plates where the free edge of the tearout portion is not perpendicular to the direction of force an effective shear area is used. This program ignores the minimum amount of shear area necessary in order to produce a
symmetric tearout pattern. See the dialog below.
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Plate Flexural Yielding
Flexural yielding occurs in elements of shear connections which take moment due to eccentricity. This effect is negligible, and is therefore ignored for clip angles and end plates. This effect also does not affect moment connections,
since eccentricity may be ignored. The program does check flexural yielding for shear tabs, as it can be a controlling
failure mode for extended configurations.
This check is not required if all of the following conditions are met:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

The shear tab is bolted to the beam.
Only one row of bolts is present.
There are between 2 and 9 bolts present.
The bolts are less than 3.5" (horizontally) from the face of support.
No oversized or long slotted holes are used.
A horizontal edge distance equal to twice the bolt diameter is present on both the beam and the shear tab.
The thickness of either the beam web or the plate is thin enough to produce ductile behavior.
A minimum vertical edge distance is met for both the plate and beam (if coped).
No axial force is present in the beam.

For more information, see the AISC 13th Edition Manual, page 10-101.
The design check for flexural yielding is outlined in the AISC 13th Edition Manual, page 10-103.
Note:
l

The modified bolt ICR coefficient from the design procedure is omitted. Ductility checks are performed to
ensure that this is acceptable.

Plate Flexural Yielding for Splice Connections
Per the specifications in the AISC design code, shear splices are designed for the following:
l

l

l

Symmetrical shear splices will have both sides designed for full shear and axial load, and one half of the
eccentric moment.
Non-symmetrical shear splices will design the more rigid side for full shear, axial, and the full eccentric
moment. The less rigid side will be designed just for the full shear and axial load.
Rigidity is determined in the following way:
o If one side is welded and the other bolted, the welded side is always assumed to be more rigid.
o If both sides are bolted, the side with more bolts is assumed to be more rigid.
o If both sides are welded, the side with the larger fillet weld size is assumed to be more rigid.

Please see page 10-139 of the AISC 14th edition (pg 10-129 of the AISC 13th edition) for more information.
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Plate Flexural Rupture
Flexural rupture is a check exclusive to extended shear tab connections. For more information see Flexural Yielding,
and the AISC 14th Edition Manual, page 9-6.

Plate Flexural Rupture for Splice Connections
Per the specifications in the AISC design code, shear splices are designed for the following:
l

l

l

Symmetrical shear splices will have both sides designed for full shear and axial load, and one half of the
eccentric moment.
Non-symmetrical shear splices will design the more rigid side for full shear, axial, and the full eccentric
moment. The less rigid side will be designed just for the full shear and axial load.
Rigidity is determined in the following way:
o If one side is welded and the other bolted, the welded side is always assumed to be more rigid.
o If both sides are bolted, the side with more bolts is assumed to be more rigid.
o If both sides are welded, the side with the larger fillet weld size is assumed to be more rigid.

Please see page 10-139 of the AISC 14th edition (pg 10-129 of the AISC 13th edition) for more information.

Plate Compression Buckling
Compression yielding occurs over the gross cross section of elements in compression such as the shear plate or clip
angle under compressive axial loads. The compression buckling capacity is calculated per the AISC Specification J4.4.
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Shear Tab Interaction Checks
For cases where axial, shear and moment act simultaneously on a shear plate type of element, the program will consider interaction equations for yielding, rupture and buckling according to the discussions below.

Plate Flexural Yielding
If you have applied an axial force in addition to the shear load, the Plate Flexural Yielding check will change slightly
to take into account the combined effects of the axial, shear and moment interaction. When this is the case, the capacities will be determined from the appropriate code sections (please see below) and the Unity Check value is
determined from the following interaction equation:

This interaction equation is a variation of Equation 10-5 of AISC 14th edition. With the axial force being added directly with the moment which is more conservative than squaring each individual term.
Note:
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l

l

l

For a shear tab, the demand moment is merely equal to the applied shear times the eccentricity of the connection.
For a gusset plate, the moment (if present) is determined from the connection geometry using the Uniform
Force Method calculations.
Since this is a yielding equation, the moment capacity is assumed to be equal to the plastic capacity of the
plate element.

The tension demand and capacity details are reported in the Plate Axial Yield calculations. The shear demand and
capacity details are reported in the Plate Shear Yield calculations.
13th Edition Formula

The AISC 13th edition specifies a different interaction formula for yielding (refer to page 10-103) based on the Von
Mises yield criteria.
Compression Loads

If you have a compressive axial load applied along with a shear load, the Plate Flexural Yielding interaction check
works the same as it does for tension.

Plate Flexural Rupture
The Interaction equation for Plate Flexural Rupture is similar to what is shown for plate flexural yielding above.
However, the rupture calculations ignore axial compression forces (which do not cause rupture). This was added to
the program to address the case where axial tension forces may become significant. Specifically for cases where the
plate is a gusset plate connected to a vertical brace in tension.

13th Edition Formula

The AISC 13th edition does not specify a formula to use for this situation. Therefore, engineering judgment is
required. To ensure consistency between codes, RISAConnection uses the 14th edition equation even if the 13th edition code has been specified.
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Plate Flexural Buckling
AISC does not have a true interaction equation for shear tabs subjected to shear in combination with axial compression. However, the commentary associated with AISC 14th edition equation 10-5 suggests that it should be
done. Rather than using the square terms similar to equation 10-5, RISAConnection has taken a more conservative
stance and directly added the two effects.

Angle Leg Bending
When the angle connection is welded and there is axial tension is present in clip angle shear connection, the program automatically places a weld on the bottom of the clip angles as well to provide a weld configuration that can
resist the load. However, allowing this type of force introduces the possibility that the connection will fail via angle
leg bending and the limit state is introduced as shown below:
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The procedure for checking this limit state is taken from page 15-10 of the AISC Steel Design Manual (equation 1521). This procedure can also be found in the 3rd edition of Steel Structures: Design and Behavior, by Salmon and
Johnson. The assumption is that the legs act as a simply supported beam between weld points subjected to a point
load at the mid point of the beam. The capacity would be equal to the plastic bending capacity of an equivalent
plate.
When the angle connection is bolted and there is axial tension present in the clip angle shear connection, the program will also check that the angle will not fail due to bending. The procedure for this limit state comes from page
15-10 of the AISC 14th edition Steel Design Manual. The program conservatively uses the 14th edition version of
this equation for design per both the 13th and 14th edition design manuals. If you have selected a Canadian design
code, the procedure from the Salmon and Johnson textbook will be used.
l

Note that this limit state is only checked when the clip angle is welded at the vertical edges only. If the clip
angle is welded to the supporting element with a L or C shaped weld, we assume that the angle cannot bend
so the check is not included.

Bearing Limitation
At this time the program is not considering beam or column bearing per section J1.4(2(i)) or page 14-14, of the
AISC 14th edition, respectively.
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Bolt Checks
These bolts checks are common to many different connection types.

Bolt Material Options
The following ASTM bolt material designations are available in RISAConnection:
l
l
l

A325, A325M
A490, A490M
A307

Metric bolt sizes are only available when using A325M or A490M.
The material properties of metric bolts are not exactly equal to the imperial ASTM with the same designation as
there is as much as a 0.5% difference between 120 or 150 ksi used in the imperial ASTMs and the 830 or 1035 MPa
used in the metric ones.
When bolts are designated with a material property of A325 , the bolt strength in the ASTM varies based on the bolt
diameter. Bolts up to an inch in diameter have a strength of 120 ksi, larger bolts have a strength of 105 ksi. This is
enforced for the CSA S16-09 and the CSA S16-14 codes, but is NOT enforced for the AISC codes. This was ignored
for AISC even though it is unconservative. That is because the larger values are given directly in AISC specification
table J3.2 without regard to bolt size.

Bolt Group Eccentricity
When bolt groups are subjected to shear loads that are eccentric to the centroid of the bolt group, then bolt group
eccentricity is introduced. To account for this eccentricity, the AISC 14th Edition Manual provides two different
methods: the Instantaneous Center of Rotation method (IC method) and the Elastic Method. These are given as
options in Global Parameters - Solution tab. Information on these methods are found on pages 7-6 through 7-9 in
the AISC 14th edition manual and most steel design textbooks.

The IC method is used to compute the values in Tables 7-7 through 7-14, thus program values can be compared to
these tables.
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l

l

l

l
l

The Ex value given is the horizontal distance from the face of the supporting member to the centroid of the
bolt group.
The Ey value given is the vertical distance between the centerline of the beam and the centroid of the bolt
group.
The Ang value given is the angle between the X axis and the resultant load (resultant of the shear and axial
loads).
Once this coefficient is computed it is used in the Bolt Shear Strength check.
Generally the Elastic method is more conservative than the IC method.

Note:
l

The shear tabs for moment connections do not consider any eccentricities, thus this section will not be
included in these connections. This is because moment connections have the rotational restraint in the
flanges, thus not allowing the rotation to occur that is typical in a simple shear connection.

When Eccentricity Can Be Ignored
Both the AISC and CSA codes give parameters when this eccentricity can be ignored for the Bolt Shear Strength
check. If you wish to ignore the eccentricity when these codes allow for it make sure the Full Shear Ecc. Considered
checkbox is unchecked on the Global Parameters - Solution tab.
AISC 13th Edition (360-05) Double Angle Connections

For double angles that meet this criteria, the bolt group eccentricity coefficient can be ignored (per page 10-8 of
manual):
l
l
l

Standard or short-slotted holes
Single row of bolts through the web of the supported beam
Bolts located at workable gages.

AISC 13th Edition (360-05) Shear Tab Connections

For shear tabs that meet this criteria, the bolt group eccentricity coefficient can be ignored (per page 10-102 of
manual):
l
l
l
l

Standard configuration
Standard holes for up to 9 bolts
For standard holes with n = 10 to 12, use e = n-4 and 1.25 factor on C.
Short-slotted holes for up to 12 bolts

AISC 14th Edition (360-10) Double Angle Connections

For double angles that meet this criteria, the bolt group eccentricity coefficient can be ignored (per page 10-8 of
manual):
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l
l
l

Bolts located at gages not exceeding 3"
Standard or short-slotted holes
Single row of bolts through the web of the supported beam

AISC 14th Edition (360-10) Shear Tab Connections

For shear tabs that meet the standards of the conventional configuration, Table 10-9 is used.
CSA (S16-09 and S16-14) Double Angle Connections

From page 3-58 of the manual the eccentricity can be ignored for single row of bolts in the web-framing leg.
Because the AISC manual is more detailed regarding this the 13th edition criteria are also used here.
CSA (S16-09 and S16-14) Shear Tab Connections

From page 3-70 of the manual there is a discussion of how eccentricity was considered in the following table.
Because there is no formal layout of parameters the AISC 13th edition was used.

Slip Critical Considerations
This check is calculated per equation J3-4 of the AISC 360-10 specification. The bolts can be considered slip critical
if you select Slip Critical Class A or Class B listed in the Components Bolts section.
The slip critical value is multiplied by the C coefficient determined from the Center of Rotation method or the
Elastic method specified in the Global Parameters. See Bolt Group Eccentricity for more information on the calculation of the C coefficient. This method was taken from the "Design of All-Bolted Extended Double Angle, Single
Angle, and Tee Shear Connections" by Perry Green, Thomas Sputo, and Adam Higgins.
Slip Critical calculations are not supported for the CSA S16-09 or the CSA S16-14 design codes.

Strength vs. Serviceability
The program will use serviceability limit state for standard holes (STD) or slots transverse to the direction of load
(SSLH, LSLH). The program will select required strength level if the hole is oversized (OVS) or slots are parallel to
the direction of the load (SSLV, LSLV).
If the holes are defined with contradicting hole types, the program will use required strength level. For example if
the beam bolts use a standard hole, and the attached clip angle uses oversized holes, required strength level will be
used.

Combined Tension and Shear
When a slip-critical connection is subjected to a tension load in addition to the shear load, the program will also calculate the ks factor per section J3.9 and apply this factor to the available slip resistance per equation J3-4.

Axial Loads
If you have applied axial loads (compression or tension) in addition to shear loads, the required load at the beam
bolts will be calculated as the resultant force created by the axial load and the shear load. This resultant force (R)
will be divided by the available slip critical capacity per equation J3-4 to give the Unity Check value in the results
report.
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Slip Critical Calculations

Bolt Shear Strength
This shear capacity check is calculated per section J3.6 (shear only or shear and compression) or J3.7 (combined tension and shear) of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will
provide you with the exact equation, specification reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and
pass or failure notification.

Shear Connections

Note:
l
l

l

The Eccentricity Coefficient, C is calculated in the Bolt Group Eccentricity check, as explained above.
If you have applied a compressive axial load in addition to the shear load, the required load at the beam
bolts will be calculated per section J3.6 as the resultant force created by the axial load and the shear load.
This resultant force (R) will be divided by the available bolt shear capacity per equation J3-1 to give the
Unity Check value in the results report.
If you have applied a tensile axial load in addition to the shear load, the required load at the beam bolts will
be calculated per section J3.7 as the resultant force created by the axial load and the shear load. This resultant force (R) will be divided by the available bolt shear capacity per equation J3-2 to give the Unity Check
value in the results report.

Moment Connections
If this check is part of a moment connection (End Plate or Flange Plate Moment Connection), the check will also convert the allowable shear strength to an allowable moment and check this against the user input Moment Load.
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Note:
l

The Eccentricity Coefficient, C is calculated in the Bolt Group Eccentricity check, as explained above.

Limitation
l

The reduction in shear capacity for very long connections as specified in the footnotes of AISC Specification,
Table J3.2 is not accounted for, as this is a rare case.

Bolt Tensile Strength
The bolt tensile capacity check is calculated for column or girder bolts in tension per section J3.7 of the AISC 360-10
specification. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation,
code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification.
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Applicability Checks

This limit state includes two checks: the User Note check which will check the limit per the specification User Note
in section J3.7, and the Interaction Limit check which sets upper limits on the frv (required shear stress) value.
Please reference Figure C-J3.1 in the Commentary for a graphical representation of the limit.
If the User Note check determines that the check is not required, you will see the following result:

Canadian Code

The Canadian code (CSA S16-09 or CSA S16-14) includes clause 13.12.1.4 to cover cases where bolts are subjected
to combined tension and shear. This is listed as a separate check in RISAConnection as shown below: .

Eccentricities

While any applied moment force is considered to be resisted by the beam flanges and not the bolts themselves, we
do account for the moment due to eccentricity in this check. The eccentricities are measured between the center
line of the beam and the centroid of the connecting elements, as shown below:
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Worst Case Bolt Tension

The procedure for calculating the worst case bolt tension caused by moment due to eccentricity is borrowed from
Steel Structures: Design and Behavior, 3rd Edition by Salmon and Johnson. In this procedure, the bolt tension due to
moment is added to the bolt tension caused by a pure axial force to come up with a total required force.
To calculate the axial load due to moment, we assume that the plate or clip angle acts as a solid rectangular beam in
flexure. The flexural stress at the bolt row furthest from the center is then multiplied by the tributary area of the
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bolt (At). At is the maximum tributary area to a bolt at the outer-most layer, please the images below for a graphical
image of this area:

Coefficient Correction Factor, k_eff

Because our bolts do not connect to the extreme fiber of the connecting plate or clip angle, we use the k_eff coefficient to scale back the calculated value of Tbolt to be exactly that at the location of the bolt.

Bolt Prying in Shear Connections
The bolt tension check will include bolt prying as long as the Bolt Prying check determines that there are prying
forces in the connection. Using the default method, this is determined with the following two checks: minimum
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thickness and bolt strength. Alternatively, the effects of prying action can be considered using the alternative
method specified on page 9-13 of the AISC 15th Edition Manual.

Default Method
Check #1: Minimum Thickness

The first check compares the thickness of the angle leg or plate to the tmin value per equation 9-20 of the AISC 14th
Edition Manual.

l

l

If the thickness of the connecting element (plate or angle) is more than the tmin value, then the first check
passes, indicating that prying forces need not be considered. In this case, the second check is not necessary
so it will not be included.
If the thickness of the connecting element is less than the tmin value, the first check will fail and the second
check will be included to calculate the amount of prying force in the connection. The overall Bolt Prying
check will still report as Passing because the prying force will then be included in the Bolt Tension check.

Check #2: Bolt Strength

If required by the first check, the second "check" will calculate the bolt prying force. This prying force is calculated
per the equation 9-28 of the AISC 14th Edition Manual. This is then used in the Bolt Tension check.
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Alternative Method
The AISC Steel Design Manual presents an alternative design approach to bolt prying on page 9-13 (AISC 15th Edition Manual). To use the alternative method, select the Reduce Avail. Bolt Strength by Prying Effects Factor Q
check-box on the Solution tab of the (Global) Model Settings.
This alternative method reduces the available capacity of the bolts by the factor Q which is defined by equations 932, 9-33 and 9-34. The appropriate Q equation is dependent on the value of α’ which is calculated in the Bolt Prying section. The Q equation used is shown at the end of Bolt Prying section.
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Q is then used to reduce the available bolt capacity at the end of the Bolt Tension at Column section.

Note:
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l

This tensile check does not account for the eccentricity between the axial load in the beam and the centerline
of the bolt group on the column/girder. Therefore, all bolts are assumed to share equal amounts of tensile
load.

Bolt Bearing Strength
This check is calculated per section J3.10 of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand this section of the design report
and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equations, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code
check value and pass or failure notification.

Shear Connections without Axial Loads
Rn_spacing and Rn_edge are taken as the minimum value of the Tear Out and Bearing calculations. These equations
are reported in the variable explanation. The spacing variables Lc_edge and Lc-spacing are described below:

Note:
l

l

RISAConnection considers all three equations in this section (J3-6a through J3-6c) for the Bolt Bearing
checks. The program distinguishes between the three equations based on the user input Bolt Hole Deformation selection (in the Solution tab of Global Parameters) and the Hole Type selection in the Components
section of Connection Properties.
The Bolt Hole Deformation options on the Global Parameters are not available for the Canadian code. When
using the Canadian code, the deformation of bolt holes are not considered in the capacity calculations.

Shear Connections with Axial Loads
When axial load is introduced into the connection, the bolt bearing limit state check becomes much more complicated. The direction of the resultant force (axial and shear resultant) affects the direction of the bearing and
RISAConnection takes this into account when calculating the edge distances.
Bolt Edge Distances

Any given layout of bolts can consist of up to four bolt edge group distances.
l
l
l
l

Bolts type A - Corner edge bolts (will be present in all bolted connections)
Bolts type B - Side edge bolts (will be present in some connections)
Bolts type C - Bottom edge bolts (will be present in some connections)
Bolts type D - Inside bolts (only will be present when all other bolt types are present)

Please see the image below for an example of this:
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Bolt Hole Diameters

The Bolt Bearing limit state will display three bolt hole diameter values: dv, dh, and d. These allow the program to
properly calculate edge distances when slotted bolt holes are present.
l
l
l

dv is the vertical diameter of the bolt hole
dh is the horizontal length of the bolt hole
d is the distance from the center of the bolt to the edge of the hole in the direction of the bearing force

Therefore, if you have a standard bolt hole, dh = dv and d = 0.5*dv = 0.5*dh. But if you have a slotted hole, the program will calculate d using the following formula:
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Total Bearing Strength

RISAConnection will calculate the individual capacity of each bolt based on their edge distance and then sum them
to obtain the total bolt bearing strength.

Note:
l

l

l

RISAConnection considers all three equations in this section (J3-6a through J3-6c) for the Bolt Bearing
checks. The program distinguishes between the three equations based on the user input Bolt Hole Deformation selection (in the Solution tab of Global Parameters) and the Hole Type selection in the Components
section of Connection Properties.
If the connection has slotted holes, it will determine the direction of the bearing force as the direction of the
resultant force (axial and shear resultant). If the angle between the resultant force and the horizontal is less
than or equal to 45 degrees, the program will assume that the direction of the bearing force is in the direction of the axial force (parallel to the beam). If the angle between the resultant force and the horizontal is
more than 45 degrees, the program will assume that the direction of the bearing force is in the direction of
the shear force (perpendicular to the beam).
If you have applied axial loads (compression or tension) in addition to shear loads, the required load at the
beam bolts will be calculated as the resultant force created by the axial load and the shear load. This resultant force (R) will be divided by the available bolt bearing capacity per equation J3-6 to give the Unity
Check value in the results report.

Moment Connections
If this check is part of a moment connection (End Plate, Flange Plate Moment Connection or Cap Plate Flange Plate
Moment Connection), the check will also convert the allowable shear strength to an allowable moment and check
this against the user input Moment Load.

Note:
l

l

l

For Bolted End Plate connections, only the bolts on the compression side of the member are considered
effective in resisting shear.
The edge tear out checks always look at the nearest vertical edge distance for the outside bolts regardless of
the direction of the applied shear force. This should always be a conservative assumption.
For bolt bearing at the cap plate, when the cap plate is in compression, all the bolts at the cap plate will be
treated as internal bolts. Since the cap plate extends over the column, the edge distance will be relatively
large. Therefore edge distance considerations will not be included when the cap plate is in compression.
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Weld Calculations
This topic is specific to welding geometry, base material strengths, weld strengths and all other welding considerations.

Weld Geometry
The weld geometry for each connection is locked by the program. In order to make the connection property inputs
easier these geometries may not be altered. The geometries used are industry standard, and illustrated by the AISC.

Double Angle Shear Connection
The weld to support is illustrated in Figure 10-4c of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
The weld to beam is illustrated in Figure 10-4b of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
When axial tension is present in the beam, the weld configuration of a single vertical weld on each clip angle (at the
support) is inadequate, as that weld would have to resist the tension via torsion in the weld throat. Because no
adequate methodology for the torsional strength of weld exists, the program will automatically place a weld on the
bottom of the clip angles as well. The capacity of the weld is then taken as double that of a single clip angle shear
connection. In addition an Angle Leg Bending limit state is checked to ensure that the unsupported angle leg doesn't
fail in bending due to the axial force.
When multiple Double Angle Shear Connections are grouped together (i.e. multiple connections are part of the same
Connection Rule from an integrated RISA-3D model), if any connection has an axial tension in its beam for any load
combination then all of the Connections in that group will receive the L-shaped weld configuration.

End-Plate Shear Connection
The weld to beam is illustrated in Figure 10-6 of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
When axial tension is present in the beam, the weld configuration of a single vertical weld on each side of the endplate is inadequate, as those weld would have to resist the tension via torsion in the weld throat. Because no
adequate methodology for the torsional strength of weld exists, the program will automatically place a weld on the
bottom of the plate as well.
When multiple End-Plate Shear Connections are grouped together (i.e. multiple connections are part of the same
Connection Rule from an integrated RISA-3D model), if any connection has an axial tension in its beam for any load
combination then all of the Connections in that group will receive the C-shaped weld configuration.

Shear Tab (Single-Plate)Connection
The weld to support is illustrated in Figure 10-11 of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.

Single Angle Shear Connection
The weld to support is illustrated in Figure 10-13c of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
The weld to beam is illustrated in Figure 10-13b of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.

Vertical Brace Connections
Vertical Brace Connections consist of a number of sub-connections:
Gusset to Brace

A fillet weld is placed along the entire perimeter of brace/gusset overlap. If an end-weld is not specified by the user
then it is not included. The weld can also be specified as balanced.
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Gusset to Beam, Gusset to Column

The gusset can be directly welded to the beam/column, or clip angles may be used. When clip angles are specified
they are given a C-shaped weld at the beam/column in order to accommodate the significant axial forces that such
connections typically experience. See the Double Angle Shear Connection topic above for more explanation on this.
Beam to Column

The beam to column connection is treated as an ordinary shear connection in the program, with one exception.
When Double Clip Angle is specified the clip angles receive a C-shaped weld in order to accommodate the significant
axial forces that such connections typically experience.

Welds to Face of HSS
Due to the uneven force distribution on welds which are placed on the face of HSS members, an effective weld
length is used. This makes certain portions of the weld near the center of the HSS member ineffective, and they are
therefore ignored. For more information on this see AISC 360-10, Section K4.
Note:
l

For Clip Angle and End Plate Shear Connections with an HSS column the coefficient (Fyt/Fyptp) is always
taken as 1.0 since there is no "branch plate thickness" (tp)

Base Material Strength
Fillet Welds
The base material at the location of a weld may have less strength than the weld itself. In this case it will control the
overall strength of the welded connection. In order to account for that the program uses a weld strength reduction
factor (α). This factor is included in all Weld Strength calculations where the strength of the connecting element is
not directly calculable. The AISC Steel Design Manual presents this as a thickness limitation, but RISAConnection has
rearranged the equation to the following in order to include it as a reduction factor to the Weld Strength limit state.

D = Fillet weld leg size
Fu = Base material rupture strength
n = Number of welds at base material location. For a connector such as a shear tab that is double fillet welded (one
on each side) this would be 2.
t = Base material thickness
FEXX = Electrode strength, including reduction factors specified in notes to Table 8-3 on Page 8-65 of the AISC 14th
Edition Manual.
α is used as a strength reduction coefficient for the weld strength. This formula is a rearrangement of equation 9-2
of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
Note:
l

An additional 1.5 multiplier is applied to the denominator of the above equation for the flange welds on
moment connections (excluding splices). This accounts for the weld's additional strength when loaded in that
direction.
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l

l

l

AISC 360-05 and AISC Design Guide #24 both recommend that the base material strength be checked for
both yield and rupture. However, this recommendation was never present in the AISC Manual, and AISC 36010 specifically omits the requirement to check for yield. Localized yielding of base material is now considered acceptable per AISC. Therefore Fy is not considered in the calculation of α.
The 0.6 factor on Fu is applicable regardless of the direction of force on the weld. This may lead to a significant difference between the capacity of the base material as calculated in tension (per AISC 360-10, Eqn
J4-2) which uses a 1.0 factor on Fuversus the capacity as calculated in the numerator of equation for α. This
accounts for the fact that base material failure at a fillet weld is always a shear failure, never a tension failure.
The user may turn ignore this factor by un-selecting the "Check Weld Base Mat. Thick" check box on the Solution tab of Global Project Settings.

Partial Joint Penetration (PJP) Welds
The base material proration factor (α) is calculated as shown below:

Φbase = Base Material Strength Reduction Factor per AISC 360-10, Table J2.5
Fy = Base Material Yield Strength
Φweld = Weld Material Strength Reduction Factor per AISC 360-10, Table J2.5
FEXX = Electrode strength

Elastic Weld Strength
Welds may be analyzed using an elastic force distribution or an Instantaneous Center of Rotation force distribution
method. You can control which method is used through the Global Parameters.
Note:
l

Out-of-Plane eccentricity from face of support is ignored for shear connections when a moment connection is
also present.

Double Angle Shear Connection
The design of the weld between the angle and the column is complex due to the compression block between the
two angles bearing on each other through the beam web. The AISC 14th Edition Manual offers a formula for elastic
design of this weld (equation 10-1) which is derived in Blodgett's "Design of Welded Structures" Section 5.4. This
formula is used to calculate the weld strength for the double angle to support connection. Out-of-plane eccentricity
is ignored.
When axial tension is present in the beam the geometry of the weld is modified as explained in Weld Geometry.
Axial compression in the beam is ignored for the weld to the support.
The design of the weld between the angles and the beam uses the procedure detailed on page 8-12 of the AISC 14th
Edition Manual. In-Plane eccentricity is taken as the distance between the COG (center of gravity) of the weld group,
and the face of the support.
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The Polar Moment of Inertia and Section Modulus values are taken from Blodgett's "Design of Welded Structures",
Section 7.4.8, Table 5 (C-shaped weld).

Additionally, any rotational moment caused by axial force in the beam is considered, to result in a net rotational
stress. The rotational stress is combined with the uniform stresses caused by shear and axial force in the beam,
then a resultant is determined using the square root of the sum of the squares.
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This resultant stress is compared against the fillet weld strength per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming a load angle (θ) of zero.

End-Plate Shear Connection
The design of the weld between the end-plate and the column is considered to have virtually zero eccentricity, so
therefore if no axial loads are present in the beam, the traditional equation for longitudinally loaded fillet welds
applies. See AISC Specification equation J2-4. The same applies for the weld between the end-plate and the beam.
When axial tension is present in the beam the geometry of the weld is modified as explained in Weld Geometry.
Axial compression in the beam is ignored for all welds.
When axial tension is present in the beam, the out-of-plane uniform and rotational stresses are calculated and combined (r0). This stress is then combined with the in-plane stress (ru) caused by the shear load to form a maximum
3-dimensional resultant stress (r3d). This 3-dimensional resultant stress is compared against the fillet weld strength
per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming a load angle (θ) of zero.

Note:
l

l

Per the notes of Table 10-4 in the AISC 13th and 14th edition manuals, the effective length of weld, L, equals
Lplate - 2*fillet size.
The above does not apply for Base Plate Columns in tension. Because Base Plates have weak and strong axis
shears, the 3-dimensional resultant calculation becomes very complicated. Therefore, Base Plate connections
always conservatively ignore the 1.5 factor for combined tension and shear.

Shear Tab Connection
The design of the weld between the shear tab and the support uses the method listed on page 8-12 of the AISC 14th
Edition Manual. A polar moment of inertia of L3/12 is used, and the out of plane stress is combined with the inplane stress using the square root of the sum of the squares. This stress is compared against the fillet weld strength
per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming an angle (θ) of zero.
The design of the weld between the shear tab and the beam uses the procedure detailed on page 8-12 of the AISC
14th Edition Manual. In-Plane eccentricity is taken as the distance between the COG (center of gravity) of the weld
group, and the face of the support. The polar moment of inertia is taken from Blodgett's "Design of Welded Structures", Section 7.4.8, Table 5 (C-shaped weld). The rotational stress is combined with the shear stress using the
square root of the sum of the squares. This stress is compared against the fillet weld strength per AISC Specification
equation J2-4, assuming an angle (θ) of zero.
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Single Angle Shear Connection
The design of the weld between a single angle and the support uses the procedure detailed on page 8-12 of the AISC
14th Edition Manual. The polar moment of inertia is taken from Blodgett's "Design of Welded Structures", Section
7.4.8, Table 5 (L-shaped weld). The rotational stress is combined with the shear stress, then a resultant is determined using the square root of the sum of the squares. This resultant stress (ru) is compared against the fillet weld
strength per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming an angle (θ) of zero. Out-of-plane eccentricity is ignored.
Axial compression in the beam is ignored for the weld to the support. When axial tension is present in the beam,
the program calculates the net out-of-plane tension stress (r0) at every location along the weld. Net compression
stresses are ignored. This out-of-plane stress is combined with the in-plane stress (ru) using the square root of the
sum of the squares to determine the maximum 3-dimensional resultant stress (r3d). This 3-dimensional resultant
stress is compared against the fillet weld strength per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming a
load angle (θ) of zero. Out-of-plane eccentricity is ignored.
The design of the weld between the angle and the beam uses the procedure detailed on page 8-12 of the AISC 14th
Edition Manual. In-Plane eccentricity is taken as the distance between the COG (center of gravity) of the weld group,
and the face of the support. The polar moment of inertia is taken from Blodgett's "Design of Welded Structures", Section 7.4.8, Table 5 (C-shaped weld). Additionally, any rotational moment caused by axial force in the beam is considered, to result in a net rotational stress.
The rotational stress is combined with the uniform stresses caused by shear and axial force in the beam, then a resultant is determined using the square root of the sum of the squares. This resultant stress is compared against the
fillet weld strength per AISC Specification equation J2-4, conservatively assuming a load angle (θ) of zero.

ICR Weld Strength
Welds may be analyzed using an elastic force distribution or an Instantaneous Center of Rotation force distribution
method. You can control which method is used through the Global Parameters. The procedure by which the program calculates the eccentricity coefficient is outlined in the AISC Specification, Section J2.4.
Note:
l

l

Out-of-Plane eccentricity from face of support is ignored for shear connections when a moment connection is
also present.
The eccentricity modification factor (C) is calculated using the analytical procedure (as opposed to being
interpolated from tables).

Double Angle Shear Connection
Due to the complexity of the compression block between the two angles bearing on each other through the beam
web, there is currently no industry-accepted method of doing an instantaneous center of rotation for the weld
between the angles and the support. Therefore, this weld is always designed using the Elastic method, even if
Instantaneous Center of Rotation was specified in the Global Parameters.
The design of the weld between the angles and the beam uses the method outlined in section J2.4b of the AISC 36010 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be in-plane, and is calculated as the distance between the COG (center
of gravity) of the weld group and the face of the support. If axial force is present in the beam then it is considered in
the calculation of C, and the weld strength is compared against the resultant load.

End-Plate Shear Connection
When axial tension is present in the beam the design of the weld between the beam and the end-plate uses the
method outlined in section J2.4b of the AISC 360-10 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be out-of-plane.
For all other circumstances and welds, see Elastic Weld Strength of end-plate connection.
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Shear Tab Connection
The design of the weld between the shear tab and the support uses the method outlined in section J2.4b of the
AISC 360-10 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be out-of-plane.
The design of the weld between the shear tab and the beam uses the method outlined in section J2.4b of the
AISC 360-10 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be in-plane, and is calculated as the distance between the
COG (center of gravity) of the weld group and the face of the support.

Single Angle Shear Connection
The design of the weld between the single angle and the support uses the method outlined in section J2.4b of the
AISC 360-10 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be in-plane, and out-of-plane eccentricity from the face of support is ignored. If axial tension is present in the beam then the weld is designed using the Elastic method, even if
Instantaneous Center of Rotation was specified in the Global Parameters.
The design of the weld between the angle and the beam uses the method outlined in section J2.4b of the AISC 36010 specification. The eccentricity is taken to be in-plane, and is calculated as the distance between the COG (center
of gravity) of the weld group and the face of the support. If axial force is present in the beam then it is considered in
the calculation of C, and the weld strength is compared against the resultant load.

Non-Eccentric Fillet Weld Strength
Some welds have no eccentricity, so they do not need to be designed per elastic or ICR methods. These welds are
designed using AISC Specification Eqn J2-4. An appropriate value of θ is considered for each weld calculation.

Flange Plate Moment Connections
The weld between the flange plate and the column is considered to have no eccentricity.

Direct Weld Moment Connections
The weld between the flange and the column is considered to have no eccentricity.

Beam to Column Web Moment Connections
RISAConnection allows beam to column web moment connections for the Flange Plate and Direct Weld moment connections. When the beam frames into the column web, the total length of weld at each column inside flange (where
the flange plate or transverse stiffener connects) is considered to resist the governing flange force.
The program assumes that only the welds at the column flange resist the flange force, not the weld at the column
web. This methodology comes from the article Moment Connections to Column Webs by M. Thomas Ferrell in Modern
Steel Construction.
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Extended End-Plate Moment Connections
For Extended End Plate moment connections the horizontal fillet distance of the beam (k1) is not counted for the
'inside' flange fillet welds, as it is impossible to weld in these locations.
If a fillet weld is specified between the beam web and the end plate, it is designed considering the recommendations
of AISC Design Guide #4 (2nd Edition) Section 2.1.
This procedure uses an "effective" weld length that is calculated as: Leff = d/2 - kdet. The weld must also have a minimum size to develop the full tensile capacity of the beam web. This is checked in Weld Limitations.

Splice Connections (Shear and Moment)
Splice connections ignore all eccentricity from both shear and axial loads. When the ICR method is chosen the capacity is calculated using method outlined in section J2.4b of the AISC 360-10 specification. When the Elastic method
is chosen the capacity is calculated using the method listed on page 8-12 of the AISC 14th Edition Manual.
Note:
l

Weld demand force is taken as zero for flange welds on moment splices which have net compression on both
flanges. This is based on the assumption that the welds would not be relied upon to transfer the net compressive force from one member to another.
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Vertical Brace Connections
Most eccentricities are ignored for Vertical Brace Connections as they are proportioned per the Uniform Force
Method to eliminate all eccentricities.
Gusset to Brace Connection

Per AISC 360-10, Section J1.7, the effects of eccentricity are ignored on this connection.
Gusset to Beam, Gusset to Column

For directly welded connections the axial (transverse) force is neglected on the fillet weld if it results in net compression. Per the AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 13-11, the weld is designed for a peak stress of 1.25 times the
average stress. In other words, a 0.80 reduction factor is applied to the strength. This factor is not given a variable
in the code, so RISAConnection calls this β. If a double fillet weld is used, the two welds are taken into account in
the C coefficient.
For clip angle connections the eccentricity between the axial (transverse) force and the CG of each C-shaped weld,
which results in a prying effect, is considered. The eccentricity due to shear (longitudinal) force is ignored.
Beam to Column

This connection is treated the same as a simple shear connection, with the exception of the altered Weld Geometry
on the Double Clip Angle connection. For the Double Clip Angle connection the in-plane eccentricity effects on the
weld to support are ignored, as it is assumed that the beam cannot shift vertically to allow the angles to rotate
towards each other.
HSS Brace to Cap Plate (Tee Attachment Connection)

Per AISC Design Guide #24, Section 2.1., the 1.5 multiplier for transversely loaded welds is intentionally ignored in
this case.

Through-Plate HSS Connections
The eccentricity on through-plate connections is resolved through a force couple, such that no bending occurs on
the weld segments. The weld on the "near" end of the connection takes the entire shear due to the beam reaction,
as well as a component of the force couple due to eccentricity. The weld on the "far" end of the connection takes the
other component of the force couple due to eccentricity. Any axial force in the connection is resisted by both
"near" and "far" welds equally.

PJP Weld Strength
PJP (partial joint penetration) welds are sized using an "effective throat". The AISC Specification has requirements
for minimum effective throat thicknesses listed in Table J2.3. The program compares the specified effective throat
against the thicknesses of the materials, and lists the weld as 'failing' if it does not comply.
The filler metal matching as described for CJP welds is also checked, however an electrode strength that has less
than the matching value is also acceptable, per Table 2.5 from the AISC Specification.

Strength Reduction Factor
The strength reduction factor on PJP welds which are not loaded in pure shear or pure tension is interpolated as an
effective factor as shown below:
Φeff = Φv + (Φt - Φv)(sin θ)1.5
Where:
Φv = Strength Reduction Factor for PJP Welds in Shear per AISC 360-10, Table J2.5
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Φt = Strength Reduction Factor for PJP Welds in Tension or Compression per AISC 360-10, Table J2.5
θ = Angle between weld longitudinal axis and resultant load

Moment Connections
For moment connections, the force on the weld is always normal to the weld axis, and is always in tension or compression. The strength of the weld is determined per Eqn J2-3 from the AISC Specification, using the appropriate values from Table J2.5.

Vertical Brace Connections
For vertical brace connections the weld strength is compared against the resultant force regardless of whether the
transverse force is a tension or compression. Since AISC 360-10 specifies different strength reduction factors (Φ, Ω)
for longitudinal versus transverse loading, RISAConnection calculates an effective factor based on interpolation.
Per the AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 13-11, the weld is designed for a peak stress of 1.25 times the average
stress. In other words, a 0.80 reduction factor is applied to the strength.

CJP Weld Strength
CJP (complete joint penetration) welds are designed to develop the full strength of the base material. The metal
used for the electrode must "match" the base material metal per the American Welding Society. The program compares the beam, column, and connector materials to the specified weld electrode to determine compatibility. If the
materials are not compatible then the weld is considered 'failing'. The most stringent combination of base material/weld electrode is considered.
For an abbreviated list of matching metals, see the AISC Specification J2.6.

Weld Limitations
RISAConnection limits welds based on AISC limitations. A warning is provided if the welds violate these limitations.

Maximum Fillet Weld Size
Fillet welds are limited to a maximum size in order to maintain appropriate shelf dimensions. This is in the
AISC specification section J2.2b. For a graphical representation of this requirement see the AISC 14th Edition
Manual, figure 8-11. The maximum weld size is checked for the following welds:

General Reference Manual

93

Weld Calculations

l
l
l

Single and Double Angles welded to support
Single and Double Angles welded to beam
End-plate welded to support

Minimum Fillet Weld Size
Fillet welds are limited to a minimum size in order to prevent rapid cooling of the weld, which results in a loss in
ductility. This is covered in the AISC Specification, Table J2.4. The limitation is based on the thickness of the thinner
part joined. The minimum weld size is checked for all welds.

Minimum Fillet Weld Length
Fillet welds are limited to a minimum length of four times their nominal size. This is covered in the
AISC Specification section J2.2b. The minimum weld length is checked for all welds.
Note:
l

The weld return shown on single angles welded to a support is ignored for this check.

Maximum Fillet Weld Length
Fillet welds are limited by RISAConnection to a maximum length of 100 times their leg dimension. The program is
not currently configured to identify "end-loaded" welds, so this is a conservative limitation to avoid Eqn J2-1 from
the AISC Specification. The maximum weld length is checked for all welds with a non-zero axial load.

Maximum Flange/Web Thickness
Fillet welds may only be used for Extended End-Plate Moment Connections on beams which have flanges/beams not
greater than 3/8" thick. For more information see AISC Design Guide #4 (2nd Edition), page 18.

Weld Constructability
This checks whether the weld will fit where it is attempting to be placed. This is a physical check. For example, if
you are welding a 1/4" fillet (leg length) we will check to see if there is 1/4" of space on the member you are welding to. If the weld "falls" off the member you will fail this check.

Beam Web Development
Fillet welds must be sized to develop the full strength of the beam web in tension near the inside bolts for Extended
End-Plate Moment Connections. For more information see AISC Design Guide #4 (2nd Edition), page 18.

Effective Throat
See PJP Weld Strength.

Filler Metal Matching
See CJP Weld Strength.
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Double-Sided Connections
RISAConnection includes the following double-sided connection design per the AISC 360 and CSA S16 design codes:
o
o

Beam to Girder Clip Angle Shear
Beam to Column Web Clip Angle Shear

Note:
l

Double-sided moment connections are not available at this time.

Defining the Connection
The double-sided connections may be selected from the Create a New Connection dialog:

Modeling Directly in RISAConnection
It is important to consider what kind of double-sided connection you want to model. Many configurations may be
modeled with the single-sided connections in RISAConnection because the two sides do not interact. Examples of
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this are:
l

Double-sided beam connections to column flanges. When the beams are connected to the column flanges,
they are not affected by the beam on the other side. Therefore you may model this with two beam to column
flange connections.

l

Double-sided beam connections to a girder web when the beam connectors are single angles. When the
beams are connected with equal and opposite facing angles, the two connections do not interact and therefore you may model this with two beam to girder connections.

Importing from RISA-3D or RISAFloor
It is important to consider what kind of double-sided connection you want to model. Many configurations may be
modeled with the single-sided connections because the two sides do not interact. Examples of this are shown above.
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RISA-3D and RISAFloor allow you to designate two sided Column/Beam and Girder/Beam connections when the
beam is connected to the Column or Girder web.

Note:
l
l

This is only available for double clip angle connections.
Beam center lines may be up to 3" apart for RISA-3D or RISAFloor to consider them in parallel. Anything larger and they will give an error.

Staggered Bolts
You may stagger your bolts at a double-sided connection by setting the Staggered Connection entry to either Left
or Right. This selection determines which side (Left or Right) will be staggered downward. This allows the bolts
from opposite sides to be staggered into the column or girder web.

Limit States
Most limit states are unaffected when there is a double-sided connection. The program will include two sets of each
check (one for the beam on each side) since they do not interact. The few limit states that are effected by the
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connection on the other side are listed below.

Bolt Bearing at the Girder or Column Web
Bolts from both sides will bear on the girder/column web. Therefore the program will now check this limit state on
a per bolt basis. The bolt with the maximum shear load will be determined and then this will be checked as the governing bolt.

Bolt Shear at the Girder or Column Web
Although the bolts can be in double shear (from loading on each side) RISAConnection simplifies this into two
checks- one at each beam. This is the equivalent as checking the governing bolt in double shear since it takes into
account the load from each side individually and is slightly more accurate since the bolts at each side are checked
for the exact load on them. If this was combined into a single check, the load would be assumed to be evenly distributed through the bolts on each side which may not truly be the case.
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Bolt Tension at the Girder or Column Web
Similar to the Bolt Shear check, the program will check this limit state on each side of the connection separately.
The check will determine which bolt governs with the maximum required axial and shear loading, then it will be
designed for this governing load.

Bolt Slip Critical at the Girder or Column Web
Similar to the Bolt Bearing check, this will be combined into one check at the supporting column or girder web. The
program will determine the governing shear in any bolt at the connection and then check this limit state against
that governing load.

General Reference Manual

99

Double-Sided Connections

Results Report
Because there are so many repeated checks, the results report is broken into several tabs for double-sided connections. A summary of the governing result on each tab is displayed on the Summary tab.

l
l
l
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The limit states for the right beam to right beam connector are checked on the Right Beam Connection tab.
The limit states for the left beam to left beam connector are checked on the Left Beam Connection tab.
The limit states for both connectors to the column web are checked on the Column Connection tab (applicable to column supported connections only).
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l

The limit states for both connectors to the girder web are checked on the Girder Connection tab (applicable
to girder supported connections only).
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Skewed Connections
This topic is specific to skewed shear tabs connections and serves to clarify specifics area of this connection that differ from an orthogonal shear tab connection. Most of the limit states are the same as the traditional, orthogonal
shear tab connection however there are some areas that are different. This section will expand and shed light on
these areas.

Geometry Input and Considerations
Beams connected to a girder or column can be skewed horizontally to the left or right. To create a skewed connection choose whether to skew the beam to the left or right within the Connection Category subsection in the
Beam Skew from Horizontal option. If you click the small carot to the left of this option, this will allow you to
expand this section to input a Beam Skew Angle.

For Column-to-Beam connections, the skew angle is measured from the column centroid to beam centroid.

For Girder-to-Beam connections, the skew angle is measured from a perpendicular line from the girder.
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Limitations:
l
l
l

The maximum beam skew angle allowed is 45 degrees
The beam will always start outside of the WF column flanges
Shear tab can only be placed on the back of channel shape beams

Coping Considerations
When coping a beam for a Girder/Beam Shear Tab Shear Connection, the parameter ‘e’ is measured from the face of
the cope at the beam to where the centerline of the shear tab intersects with the girder web.
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Limitations:
l

Beams that frame into columns will not be able to be coped.

Weld Geometry
When configuring a skewed connection you will have the option to input an acute fillet size and an obtuse fillet size.

The weld leg size is the parameter that is used to define the weld size on both the acute and obtuse fillet size.
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Loading Considerations
Required Axial Loading for Skewed Connections
The required load taken for the following column checks is taken as the beam axial load multiplied by cos(beam
skew angle):
l
l
l
l
l
l

Column Web Yielding
Column Web Crippling
Column Web Punching Shear
Column Web Axial Yielding
HSS Transverse Plastification (13th and 14th ed)
HSS Column Transverse Plastification (15th ed)

The program will only consider the out-of-plane component of the axial force on the column. In the figure below
this corresponds to the Fx force vector.
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The reason for this is that due to the 45 degree maximum skew limit, the in-plane force Fz will always be less than
the out-of-plane force Fx. Secondly, the HSS wall or WF web capacity will always be stronger in the in-plane direction which is why the program focuses on the out-of-plane direction.

Design Considerations
The weld geometry for each connection is locked by the program. In order to make the connection property inputs
easier these geometries may not be altered. The geometries used are industry standard, and illustrated by the AISC.

Beam Axial Yield and Beam Tension Rupture

For the Beam Axial Yield and Beam Tension Rupture checks, the gross and net area of the section is taken at the
last line of bolts.

This is due to a few reason:
l
l
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this is where the maximum tension force will occur
for the section to fail at an intermediate bolt would require the shear tab to break first and this failure is consider in the shear tab limit state checks
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l

Due to the maximum beam skew angle limitation, the ratio of the load delivered to the row of bolts closest to
the column or girder compared to their capacity will never govern the design

HSS Column Transverse Plastification
The parameters a and b are the same as the orthogonal configuration. Typically the parameter, c, used in the HCTP
check is taken as the thickness of the plate (tp) for orthogonal connections, but for skewed connections, the parameter c is taken as tp/cos(theta) (where theta is the beam skew angle). This is the case for when the plate is
beveled and not beveled because eventually the contact area will be the same if the plate is punching into the
column web.

Weak Axis Moment Due to Eccentricity for Skewed Connections

When the beam is aligned to the column centroid but skewed, an additional eccentricity is produced that causes a
moment about the column weak axis. RISAConnection will not check the column for this additional weak axis
moment but it will report this moment for the designer to consider. This weak axis moment is calculated per direction from an AISC publication called “Design of Skewed Connections” by Kloiber and Thornton. The article
notes that the column should be checked for this additional moment but in many cases, the other members framing
into the column may provide enough restraint to offset the moment.
The following figures below delineates pictorially each of the terms used in the calculation. The weak axis moment
calculation can be broken into two pieces: (1) moment due to axial force and (2) moment due to shear force.
For a typical orthogonal shear tab connection the eccentricities ex and ey are shown below:
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For a skewed connection the moment about the weak axis of the column is determined by taking the component of
the axial force in the weak direction of the column (Pweak) and multiplying by the ey eccentricity (as shown above).

The shear contribution to the weak axis moment is taken by multiplying the shear load by the distance from bolts
to centroid of column section. This distance is denoted as exweak. This distance is measured from the centroid of the
column to:
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l
l
l

the first line of bolts (for bolted beam web connections using the AISC 13th edition)
the center of the bolt group (for the 14th and 15th editions).
the center of weld group

Minimum Weld Size
The minimum effective throat is based on AISC Table J2.4. Since the connection skewed and the minimum values in
the table are based on an orthogonal case, the program takes the minimum weld size from the table and determines
the corresponding minimum effective throat to apply to a skewed case.
Note:
AISC recommends the weld to be sized as (⅝)tp to develop the full capacity of the plate (see page 10-102). The program will not automatically do this since this is a recommendation.

Skewed Weld Strength
The weld strength of the skewed angle connections are given by the following equation:

General Reference Manual

109

Skewed Connections
Where te1 is the effective throat of the acute side weld and te2 is the effective throat of the obtuse side weld. The
effective throat for each case can be found using basic geometric principles. These geometric formulations are
presented below:

Design Code Limitations
l

Canadian design codes are currently unsupported for skewed connections

Misc Design Considerations
l

l
l
l
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The distance "L" used in the KL/r check is the same for when the plate is beveled or not beveled. This distance is measured from centerline of the bolt group or end of weld to where the centerline of the shear tab
intersects with the flange or web.
Bevel check requirements are per AWS D1.1.5.22.1
Only double fillet weld type is allowed for skewed connections
The skewed configuration assumes the extended shear tab configuration
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Coped Beam Checks
These checks are specifically for coped beams. The checks apply under the following conditions:
l
l
l

Coped Beam Flexural Rupture - applies to all coped beams
Coped Beam Web Local Buckling - applies to beams that are coped only at the top flange
Coped Beam Lateral Torsional Buckling - applies to beams that are coped at both flanges

Calculation of Snet (Net Section Modulus)
The Net Section Modulus is used in most of the strength calculations for coped beams. These are calculated automatically by the program based on the beam section properties and the depth and length of the cope as specified in
the Assembly portion of the Connection Properties grid. These calculations should closely match the values reported
in AISC 14th Edition Manual Table 9-2.

Flexural Rupture Strength
The nominal Flexural Rupture Strength of the member is determined by multiplying the ultimate stress of the beam
material by the net section modulus of the member. Since rupture is a less ductile failure mode, a phi factor of 0.75
and an Omega of 2.0 are used to determine the design strength for this failure state.

The geometric variables include:
l
l

Snet - see Calculation of Snet (Net Section Modulus) above.
e - The distance from the face of the cope to the point of inflection. In accordance with Figure 9-2 in the AISC
360-10 (14th Edition), RISAConnection takes this conservatively to the far edge of the shear plate.
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l
l

l

In - The moment of inertia of the coped section.
Yc - The location of the neutral axis plate = (distance to the neutral axis of the uncoped beam) - (distance to
the neutral axis of the coped beam) - (vertical cope dimension).
Ymax - The maximum distance from the neutral axis to an extreme fiber of the section.

l

This code check procedure is based on guidelines given in the AISC 14th Edition Manual. Specifically the topic on
Connecting Elements Subject to Flexure, which can be found on page 9-6. It is also explicitly outlines in the AISC
13th Edition Manual on page 9-6.

Local Web Buckling Strength
The webs of coped beams have reduced strength to resist location buckling because they are not stiffened by the
coped flange. This failure state is determined by multiplying the critical buckling stress by the net section modulus.
This buckling is judged to be a more ductile limit state than rupture and has, therefore, been given a phi factor of
0.90 and an Omega factor of 1.67.

The geometric variables include:
l
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Snet - see Calculation of Snet (Net Section Modulus) above.
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l

e - The distance from the face of the cope to the point of inflection. In accordance with Figure 9-2 in the AISC
360-10 (14th Edition), RISAConnection takes this conservatively to the far edge of the shear plate.

l

f - Plate Buckling Model Adjustment Factor per AISC 360-10 (14th Edition) page 9-7.
k - Plate Buckling Coefficient per AISC 360-10 (14th Edition) page 9-8.

l

These code check procedure is based on guidelines given in the AISC 14th Edition Manual. Specifically the topic on
Connecting Elements Subject to Flexure (item #1), which can be found on page 9-7.

Flexural Yielding Strength
Flexural yielding of the beam is not considered as it's own code check. However, the critical buckling stress Fcr from
the Local Buckling Strength calculation is limited to a maximum value of Fy. Therefore, the web buckling strength
calculations effectively checks the flexural yielding limit state as well.

Lateral Torsional Buckling Strength
Most of the time the beam will be coped only at the top flange. However, the program calculations will take into
account the more unusual case when both flanges are coped. The equations used to calculate the critical buckling
stress will be based on the lateral-torsional buckling limit state rather than web local buckling.

The geometric variables include:
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l

Snet - see Calculation of Snet (Net Section Modulus) above.
e - The distance from the face of the cope to the point of inflection. In accordance with Figure 9-2 in the AISC
360-10 (14th Edition), RISAConnection takes this conservatively to the far edge of the shear plate.

l

fd - Per AISC 360-10 (14th Edition) equation (9-13) on page 9-8.

l

This code check procedure is based on guidelines given in the AISC 14th Edition Manual. Specifically the topic on
Connecting Elements Subject to Flexure (item #2), which can be found on page 9-8.

Flexural Yielding Strength
Flexural yielding of the beam is not considered as it's own code check. However, the critical buckling stress Fcr from
the Lateral-Torsional Buckling Strength calculation is limited to a maximum value of Fy. Therefore, the web buckling
strength calculations effectively checks the flexural yielding limit state as well.

Limitations
l

l
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Effect of Bolt Holes on Net Section Modulus Calculation: The presence of bolt holes in the web of the
beam do not affect the RISAConnection calculations of the net section modulus. One could make an argument
that they should be included, though AISC's design examples do not reduce Snet based on the presence of
these bolt holes.
Web Local Buckling of Beams Coped at Both Flanges: RISAConnection does not currently calculate the
web local buckling limit state for beams coped at both flanges. Instead the lateral-torsional buckling of the
web is assumed to control.

RISAConnection v12.0

Column Connection Checks

Column Connection Checks
This section is specific to column checks for moment connections or shear connections with axial force.

Force Distribution
This section applies to flange forces on moment connections only. Please see Required Flange Forces to see how
RISAConnection calculates the flange forces when moment and axial loads are present.
Shear connections are assumed to carry all axial load through the connecting elements.

Moment Arm
The depth of the moment arm between flange forces (dc) is described below. RISAConnection assumes these to be
applied at the centroid of the beam flange (for End Plate and Direct Weld Moment Connections) or that of the flange
plates (for Flange Plate Moment Connections).
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Concentrated Force Location
For many of these checks where these forces are transferred into the column defines which equation you use in the
specification. RISAConnection defines these locations for each moment connection type as:
l

l

Flange plate moment connections: This is taken as the Top Column Dist (from the Loading input section)
minus half of the thickness of the flange plate. This is the location where the centroid of the top flange plate
transmits its force into the column.
End plate moment connectionsand Direct Weld moment connections: This is taken as the Top Column
Dist (from the Loading input section) plus half of the thickness of the beam flange. This is the location where
the centroid of the top flange transmits its force into the column.

Note that we always assume the top flange is in compression for these moment connections, or we assume that the
moment can be reversed.

k and N Assumptions
The AISC 360-10 specification specifies k as the distance from outer face of the column flange to the web toe of the
fillet. Table 1-1 from the 14th Edition Steel Manual list both a kdet and a kdes value. RISAConnection assumes k =
kdes for this value.
N is defined as the bearing length of the applied force. Therefore this value differs based on the weld type specified
to connect the beam flange to the column or end plate. RISAConnection uses the following assumptions when calculating this value:
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Column Flange Bending (Shear Connections)
This column flange bending capacity check is calculated per section J10.1 of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand
this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed
variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification.
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Top of Column Distance
Per section J10.1 of the AISC 360-10 specification, the available strength shall be reduced if the force application is
at a distance less than 10*tf from the end of the member. This can be addressed in RISAConnection by adjusting the
user input Top Column Distance in the Loading section of Connection Properties. Please see the Concentrated Force
Location section for more information on how this location is calculated.
For instance, if Concentrated Force Location < 10*tf, RISAConnection will reduce Rn by 0.5.
Note:
l

This is only checked in Shear Connections if the connection includes a tensile axial load.

Column Flange Bending (Moment Connections)
This moment capacity check applies to the Beam Flange Plate Moment Connection. This check is calculated per section J10.1 of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will
provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification. See the Moment Arm section for more information on how this value is calculated.

Top of Column Distance
Per section J10.1 of the AISC 360-10 specification, the available strength shall be reduced if the force application is
at a distance less than 10*tf from the end of the member. This can be addressed in RISAConnection by adjusting the
user input Top Column Distance in the Loading section of Connection Properties. Please see the Concentrated Force
Location section for more information on how this location is calculated.
For instance, if Concentrated Force Location < 10*tf, RISAConnection will reduce Rn by 0.5.

Column Flexural Yielding
This check applies to the End Plate Moment Connection. This check is calculated per Section 3.12.15 and Table 3.4
of the AISC Steel Design Guide 4 (Second Edition). Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will
provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification.
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This check contains some complicated geometry to approximate the yield line pattern. Below are graphical explanations of some of the more complicated terms:
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Some End Plate connections do not have column yield line formulas specifically listed in the design guides.
Note:
l
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The column yield lines for the 8 bolt (unstiffened) connection is not given in the design guides. But, can be
found in section 4.4.5.5 and Figure 4-15 of Emmett Sumner's PhD thesis, Unified Design of Extended EndPlate Moment Connections Subject to Cyclic Loading.
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l

l

l

The column yield lines for the MRE1/3 connection is not given in the design guides. But, can be found in section 4.4.5.6 and Figure 4-16 of Emmett Sumner's PhD thesis, Unified Design of Extended End-Plate Moment
Connections Subject to Cyclic Loading.
The 2 bolt flush end plate connections will have the same yield lines as the Yp values in table 3-2 of AISC
Design Guide 16. The only difference is that bp (plate width) is replaced with bcf (column flange width), tp
(plate thickness) with tcf(column flange thickness). In addition "s" is used instead of Pf for the distance to the
top yield line unless a transverse column stiffener is present in which case the distance between this
stiffener and the top row of bolts is used in place of Pf.
The 4 bolt flush end plate connections will have the same yield lines as the Yp values in table 3-3 of AISC
Design Guide 16. The same differences mentioned in the bullet point above for the 2 bolt flush connection
also apply to the 4 bolt flush connections.

Column Web Punching Shear (Shear Connections)
The column web punching shear capacity check is calculated per the AISC 15th edition Steel Design Manual section
on Plate Elements Subjected to Out-of-Plane Loads on page 9-14. Expand this section of the design report and
RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check
value and pass or failure notification. This check is included for beam to column shear connections with any (compression or tension) axial load.
Unfortunately older versions of the AISC Steel Design Manual do not give direction on out of plane checks on a Wide
Flange column web, but you may opt to check these per the AISC 15th edition requirements by selecting the
Include AISC 15th Out of Plane Web Checks check-box on the Solution tab of the (Global) Model Settings.

Note:
l

l

Per the direction on AISC 15th edition Steel Design Manual page 9-15, RISAConnection assumes that the
column flanges are not restrained and therefore always takes the effective width, ceff = to the T dimension of
the column. This is always the case, regardless of if the connection is bolted or welded because the code does
not give specific direction for bolted connections.
If the column is a HSS Pipe or Tube section, this check is done per AISC Steel Design Manual equation (10-7)
for shear tabs, or equation (9-29) for clip angles when the AISC 15th edition design code is selected. Please
see the HSS Checks topic for more information.

Column Web Axial Yielding (Shear Connections to Column Web)
The column web axial yield capacity check is calculated per the AISC 15th edition Steel Design Manual equation (931) on page 9-16. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equa-
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tion, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification. This check is
included for beam to column shear connections with any (compression or tension) axial load.
Unfortunately older versions of the AISC Steel Design Manual do not give direction on out of plane checks on a Wide
Flange column web, but you may opt to check these per the AISC 15th edition requirements by selecting the
Include AISC 15th Out of Plane Web Checks check-box on the Solution tab of the (Global) Model Settings.

Column Web Flexural Yielding (Shear Connections to Column Web)
The column web flexural yield capacity check is calculated per the AISC 15th edition Steel Design Manual equation
(9-35) on page 9-17. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact
equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification. This check
is included for any shear connection with moment at the column due to eccentricity in the shear connection.
Unfortunately older versions of the AISC Steel Design Manual do not give direction on out of plane checks on a Wide
Flange column web, but you may opt to check these per the AISC 15th edition requirements by selecting the
Include AISC 15th Out of Plane Web Checks check-box on the Solution tab of the (Global) Model Settings.
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Note:
l

This check includes a column stress interaction parameter, Qf. There are some cases where RISAConnection
cannot determine this value, so it relies on the user adjusting this in the Loading input properties:

l

Column Web Yielding (Shear Connections to Column Flange)
This column web yielding capacity check is calculated per section J10.2 of the AISC 360-10 specification for Wide
Flange Columns with beams connected to the column flange. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value
and pass or failure notification.

Top of Column Distance
Per section J10.2 of the AISC 360-10 specification, there are two equations that apply to this check: J10-2 and J10-3.
RISAConnection calculates the Concentrated Force Location to see which of these equations applies. Please see
the Concentrated Force Location section for more information on how this location is calculated.
Therefore, if the Concentrated Force Location > dbeam, RISAConnection will use equation J10-2. If the Concentrated
Force Location ≤ dbeam, RISAConnection will use equation J10-3.
Note:
l
l

This is only checked in Shear Connections if the connection includes an axial load.
Column Web failure due to punching shear and / or web plastification (yield lines for moment applied to
shear tab) are NOT currently considered.

Column Web Yielding (Moment Connections to Column Flange)
This check applies to Beam Flange Moment Connections and End Plate Moment Connections for Wide Flange Columns
with beams connected to the column flange but is calculated slightly differently for each type of check.

Flange Plate Moment Connection
For Flange Plate Moment Connections, this check is calculated per section J10.2 of the AISC 360-10 specification.
Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code
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reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification. See the Moment Arm section for more information on how this value is calculated.

End Plate Moment Connection
For End Plate Moment Connections, section J10.2 of the AISC 360-10 specification is not as clear. Therefore,
RISAConnection instead references the AISC Design Guide 4, 2nd Edition which references the AISC 2nd Edition
LRFD code.
This code has a much clearer reference to End Plate Moment connections and assumes a larger projection, as shown
in the image below.

Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification. See the Moment Arm section
for more information on how this value is calculated.
Note:
l

l

For flush end plate connections, the spread of the axial force is not addressed in any of the design guides.
Therefore, a value between the two formulas is used (5.5k + N +1.0*tp). This is rational because it assumes a
spread of load on one side is the same as the end plate connection, but on the other side it is assumed to be
the same as the direct weld connection.
In the case of flush end plates with double fillet welds, the plates are extended the distance of the weld leg +
an extra 1/16th of an inch for any weld legs greater than 0.25".

Top of Column Distance
Per section J10.2 of theAISC 360-10 specification, there are two equations that apply to this check: J10-2 and J10-3.
RISAConnection calculates the Concentrated Force Location to see which of these equations applies. Please see
the Concentrated Force Location section for more information on how this location is calculated.
Therefore, if the Concentrated Force Location > dbeam, RISAConnection will use equation J10-2. If the Concentrated
Force Location ≤ dbeam, RISAConnection will use equation J10-3.

Column Web Crippling (Shear Connections)
This column web crippling capacity check is calculated per section J10.3 of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand
this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed
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variables, as well as the code check value and pass or failure notification.

There are three equations that come into play for this check. When the concentrated compressive force to be resisted
is applied at a distance from the member end that is greater than or equal to dcol/2 use equation J10-4. If this distance is less than dcol/2, then use either J10-5a or J10-5b. Please see the Concentrated Force Location section for
more information on how this location is calculated.
The differentiation between equations J10-5a and J10-5b depends on the ratio of bearing length to overall depth of
the beam (N/d). See the Column Moment Checks topic for information on calculating N. If N/d <= 0.2, then equation
J10-5a is used. If N/d > 0.2, then equation J10-5b is used.
The program will perform all of these dimensional checks and use the appropriate equation automatically.
Note:
l
l

This is only checked in Shear Connections if the connection includes a compressive axial load.
When the AISC 15th (360-16) code is selected, this check includes a Qf factor. For all wide flange and HSS
columns in tension, this is taken as Qf = 1. For all other cases, see AISC 15th Table K3.2.

Column Web Crippling (Moment Connections)
Web crippling is local buckling that occurs when the web is slender (i.e. h/tw is large). The behavior is more
restrained when the point load is applied away from the ends of the member. Because of this there are separate
equations for when a concentrated transverse load is located near or away from the end of the member. This limit
state is to be checked at each location where a concentrated force is applied transverse to the axis of a member.
The AISC 360-10 Specification section J10.3 gives the capacity equations to consider column web crippling.
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There are three equations that come into play for this check. When the concentrated compressive force to be resisted
is applied at a distance from the member end that is greater than or equal to dcol/2 use equation J10-4. If this distance is less than dcol/2, then use either J10-5a or J10-5b. This location where this compressive force occurs is
defined earlier in this topic.
The differentiation between equations J10-5a and J10-5b depends on the ratio of bearing length to overall depth of
the beam (N/d). See information earlier in this topic for information on calculating N. If N/d <= 0.2, then equation
J10-5a is used. If N/d > 0.2, then equation J10-5b is used.
The program will perform all of these dimensional checks and use the appropriate equation automatically.
Note:
l

When the AISC 15th (360-16) code is selected, this check includes a Qf factor. For all wide flange and HSS
columns in tension, this is taken as Qf = 1. For all other cases, see AISC 15th Table K3.2.

Column Web Buckling (Moment Connections)
This check applies to both Beam Flange Moment Connections and End Plate Moment Connections. This check is calculated per section J10.5 of the AISC 360-10 specification. Expand this section of the design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well as the code check value
and pass or failure notification. See the Moment Arm section for more information on how this value is calculated.

Note:
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l

l

Technically this check is only valid when there column web is restrained at both flanges (i.e. when there is a
moment connection on both sides of the column). However, RISAConnection does not currently have a
method to determine if this is the case. Therefore, the connection is always checked for column web buckling.
When the AISC 15th (360-16) code is selected, this check includes a Qf factor. For all wide flange and HSS
columns in tension, this is taken as Qf = 1. For all other cases, see AISC 15th Table K3.2.

Top of Column Distance
Per section J10.5 of the AISC 360-10 specification, the available strength shall be reduced by 50% if the force application is at a distance less than half the depth of the column. RISAConnection refers to this value as the Concentrated Force Location and is calculated per the user input Top Column Distance. Please see the Concentrated
Force Location section for more information on how this location is calculated.
For instance, if Concentrated Force Location < 0.5*dbeam, RISAConnection will reduce Rn by 0.5.

Column Panel Zone Shear
Column web panel zone shear is a phenomenon that occurs when double-concentrated forces are applied to a member. A moment connection's beam flange forces creates these double concentrated forces.

These forces cause a shear to the web panel zone that we are checking here.
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There are four equations from the AISC 360-10 specification that are used, equations J10-9, J10-10, J10-11 and J1012. The program assumes that the effect of panel-zone deformation on frame stability is not considered in the analysis, thus equations J10-11 and J10-12 are never used. Whether to use J10-9 or J10-10 depends on the axial force
in the column at the location of the connection. This force is input in the Loading section. If this force is <= 0.4*Pc
then J10-9 is used. If Pr > 0.4*Pc, then J10-10 is used.
Note:
l

When the AISC 15th (360-16) code is selected, this check includes an additional factor, ɑ. For LRFD design,
this shall be taken as 1.0. For ASD design, this shall be taken as 1.6.

Story Shear
The actual demand panel zone shear that occurs can be reduced by the story shear coming into the panel zone.

This story shear is also an input in the Loading section. If there is story shear, then the program calculates an
Mequivas the design demand. This is a reduced demand based on a reduced panel zone shear due to this story shear.
Because the code checks are based on converting the capacities into equivalent moment capacities, the same must
be done for the moment demand in this case.
RISAConnection will take all of the inputs, perform the applicable checks and use the appropriate equation.

Column Web Out of Plane Checks
The AISC 15th (360-16) edition Steel Construction Manual introduced explicit out of plane checks for column web
connections loaded out of plane. These checks are listed below. Older versions of the Steel Construction Manuals did
not include direction for these checks, but RISAConnection will allow you to include the checks along with older
codes if you select the "Include AISC 15th Out of Plane Web Checks" check box on the Solution tab of Project Settings.

Column Web Punching Shear
The punching shear limit for a clip angle or end plate connection to a column web is checked per eqn (9-29) on
page 9-14 of the 15th Edition Steel Construction Manual. For more detail see Column Web Punching Shear (Shear
Connections).
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Column Web Axial Yielding
Out of plane transverse loads on a column web are checked per eqn (9-31) on page 9-16 of the 15th Edition Steel
Construction Manual. For more detail see Column Web Axial Yielding (Shear Connections to Column Web).

Column Web Flexural Yielding
Out of plane moment loads on a column web are checked per eqn (9-35) on page 9-17 of the 15th Edition Steel Construction Manual. For more detail see Column Web Flexural Yielding (Shear Connections to Column Web).
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Out of Plane Check Limitations
l

l
l

l

l

l

Out of plane checks are not included for supporting girder members because the yield line pattern would not
be the same as what is published in the AISC 15th Ed Steel Construction Manual for Column webs.
Out of plane checks are not included when stabilizer plates are present.
When the axial load is tension, the yield line dimension c is assumed equal to zero when there is only one
row of bolts.
o When there are more than one rows of bolts, the dimension c is assumed equal to the outermost bolt
centerline to centerline spacing (c = row spacing for 2 rows, c = 2*row spacing for 3 rows).
When the axial load is in compression, the yield line dimension c is assumed equal to the width of the clip
angle or end plate.
RISAConnection assumes that the column flanges are not restrained and therefore ceff = T per the direction
on AISC 15th edition page 9-15. This assumption applies to both welded and bolted connections.
Threshold limitation: If the axial load is less than 5% of the shear load, RISAConnection will take it equal to
zero.

HSS Out of Plane Checks
Please see the section on HSS Checks for the details on similar out of plane checks for HSS connections.
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Design Checks for HSS Members
These checks are unique to HSS (Tube and Pipe) members. For bolt and material checks that are not specific to HSS,
see the Bolt & Material Checks topic. For weld information, including weld checks specific to HSS, see the Weld
Checks topic.

HSS Limitations
The tables in chapter K of AISC 360 each have a section on "Limits of Applicability". These mean that if a connection
falls outside these limits then the procedures given by AISC and Chapter K may not be sufficient to guarantee a safe
connection. It does not necessarily mean that the given code checks are invalid. It may mean that the parameters of
the connection fall outside the limits of existing test data or that other limit states not listed could control. These
parameters are checked as part of the HSS Limitations limit state, which includes checks for:
l
l
l
l
l

Wall Slenderness
Material
Ductility
Connection Width Ratios
Aspect Ratios

If any one check fails as part of the HSS Limitations then the entire limit state is considered to fail. When multiple
slenderness limitations apply, the most stringent slenderness limitation is used.

Note:

General Reference Manual

131

Design Checks for HSS Members

l

The AISC 360-16 (15th edition) removed many of the tables in Chapter K so this check may not be included if
you have selected the 15th edition design code.

CSA HSS Limitations
Design of HSS connections per the Canadian CSA S16 design code refers to the CIDECT Design Guide 3 for Rectangular Hollow Sections and CIDECT Design Guide 1 for Circular Hollow Sections. The CIDECT checks per Table
4.1 and 7.1 are very similar to those in AISC Chapter K and also are limited to parameters outlined in the "Range of
Validity" from CIDECT Table 4.1 and 7.1 which includes checks for:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Wall Slenderness
Yield
Ductility
Material
Class
Connection Width Ratios
Aspect Ratios

HSS Member Class
When the HSS member is in compression, HSS Class 1 or 2 is required. The HSS class is defined by CSA S16 Table 2.
The HSS member is determined to be in compression when the column axial force is positive for the following
connections: Shear Tab, Clip Angle (One Side), and Vertical Diagonal Brace. The chord force is assumed to be in compression for the following connections: Chevron Brace, Knee Brace, and HSS to HSS.

HSS Punching Shear
The Punching Shear checks depend on which version of the code you have selected. See the details below.

AISC 15th (360-16) Edition Considerations
Shear Tab
The punching shear limit for a single plate connection to a HSS tube wall is checked per eqn (10-7) on page 10-153
of the 15th Edition Steel Construction Manual. This is applicable to HSS Tube and Pipe columns with a shear tab connection.
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Clip Angle, End Plate
The punching shear limit for a clip angle or end plate connection to a HSS tube wall is checked per eqn (9-29) on
page 9-14 of the 15th Edition Steel Construction Manual.

AISC 14th and 13th Edition Considerations
Shear Tab
The punching shear limit state for longitudinal plates framing into the sidewall of an HSS member includes the
HSS Limitations, as well as a check that the yield strength of the plate does not exceed the rupture capacity of the
HSS sidewall.

Note:
l

The load angle limitation in AISC 360-10, Tables K1.1A and K1.2A is ignored. Otherwise the program would
not be able to handle the (common) condition of a large shear force and a small axial force on a Shear Connection.
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Clip Angle, End Plate
The punching shear check for columns treats the clip angle or end plate as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This punching limit state is based on shear yielding of the "chord".

CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
Design of HSS connections per the Canadian CSA S16 design code refers to the CIDECT Design Guide 3 for Rectangular Hollow Sections and CIDECT Design Guide 1 for Circular Hollow Sections.

Shear Tab
The punching shear limit state for a single plate connection to a HSS tube wall is checked per eqn (7.9) on page 57
for round HSS members and eqn (7.1) on page 75 for rectangular HSS members. These are applicable to HSS Tube
and Pipe members with a beam flange (or flange plate) or shear tab connection. The equations in the CIDECT
Design Guides check punching shear for shear (longitudinal) plates attached to HSS members by limiting the plate
thickness.
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Clip Angle, HSS T-Connection
The punching shear limit state for a clip angle connection a HSS tube wall is checked per CIDECT Design Guide 3
Table 4.1 for rectangular HSS members.

Through-Plate Welds
See the Welds topic for information on the through-plate weld.

HSS Transverse Plastification
AISC 15th (360-16) Edition Considerations
The Transverse Plastification limit for a HSS tube wall is checked per eqn (9-30) on page 9-16 of the 15th Edition
Steel Construction Manual.
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AISC 14th and 13th Edition Considerations
Shear Tab
This limit state checks the sidewall for plastification due to axial force in the beam per AISC 360 Chapter K or
CIDECT DG 3 Table 7.1.

Note:
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l

l

For round HSS (Pipe) columns, this limit state is checked regardless of whether axial force is present,
because its capacity is used in the flexural plastification check.
For rectangular HSS (Tube) columns, this limit state is only applicable when there is axial load in the connection.

Clip Angle, End Plate
This limit state treats the clip angle or end plate as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This limit state is
based on plastification of the "chord".

CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
Shear Tab
This limit state checks the HSS member face for plastification due to axial force in the beam. For pipe HSS members
(CHS) this limit state is checked per CIDECT DG1 Table 7.1, page 55.

For rectangular HSS members (RHS), this limit state is checked per CIDECT DG3 Table 7.1, page 77.
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Note:
l

For a shear tab connection with a through plate, a ratio of 4 will be used instead of 2 according to
CIDECT DG3 Table 7.1, page 78.

Clip Angle, HSS T-Connection
This limit state treats the clip angle as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This limit state is based on the
plastification of the "chord" face per CIDECT DG3 Table 4.1, page 36.

Note:
l

138

For cases where the clip angle "branch" is equivalent to a square tube, the "chord" face plastification is
checked per CIDECT DG3 Table 4.2, page 39.
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HSS Flexural Plastification
AISC 15th (360-16) Edition Considerations
The Flexural Plastification limit for a HSS tube wall is checked per eqn (9-34) on page 9-16 of the 15th Edition Steel
Construction Manual.

AISC 14th and 13th Edition Considerations
Shear Tab
This limit state checks the sidewall for plastification due to bending moment caused by eccentricity in the connection to the beam per AISC 360 Chapter K. This check is only applicable to round HSS (Pipe) columns. It is not
included when the column is a rectangular HSS (Tube). Per the AISC 360-16 "Yielding (plastification) of the HSS face
has not been a governing limit state in physical tests."
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Clip Angle, End Plate
The flexural plastification check for columns treats the clip angle or end plate as a "branch" tube of equivalent
dimensions. This limit state is based on plastification of the "chord". The flexure is caused by eccentricity in the connection to the beam.

CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
Shear Tab
The Flexural Plastification limit state is only required for pipe HSS members and is checked per CIDECT DG1 Table
7.1, page 55. For a column/beam shear tab connection, the required mometn, Mreq, is taken as the same load
required by the AISC HSS Flexural Plastification check. For braced connections, this moment is calculated.

140

RISAConnection v12.0

Design Checks for HSS Members

Clip Angle, HSS T-Connection
This limit state treats the clip angle as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This limit state is based on the
plastification of the "Chord" face due to in-plane bending per CIDECT DG3 eqn 5.2, page 61. For column/beam clip
angle and brace connections, the required moment, Mreq, is taken as the same load required by the
AISC HSS Flexural Plastification check. For HSS T-connections, the required moment is the user-input branch
moment.
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HSS Sidewall Local Axial Yielding
CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
Clip Angle, HSS T-Connection
This limit state treats the clip angle as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This limit state is based on the
side wall failure of the "Chord" per CIDECT DG3 Table 4.1, page 36.
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HSS Sidewall Local Flexural Yielding
AISC 14th and 13th Edition Considerations
Clip Angle, End Plate
The sidewall local yielding check for columns treats the clip angle or end plate as a "branch" tube of equivalent
dimensions. This limit state is based on yielding of the "chord". The flexure is caused by eccentricity in the connection to the beam.

CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
Clip Angle, HSS T-Connection
This limit state treats the clip angle as a "branch" tube of equivalent dimensions. This limit state is based on the
side wall failure of the "Chord" due to in-plane bending per CIDECT DG3 eqn 5.1, page 63.
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Branch Axial Yield
CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
HSS T-Connection
This limit state is based on the local yielding of the branch due to axial load per CIDECT DG3 Table 4.1, page 36.
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Branch Flexural Yield
CSA S16-14/09 Considerations
HSS T-Connection
This limit state is based on the local yielding of the branch due to in-plane bending per CIDECT DG3 Table 5.1, page
63.

HSS Combined Interaction
The combination of transverse loads and bending loads on an HSS member is checked to ensure that a combined
failure of multiple limit states does not occur at loads that would not fail either limit state by itself. The controlling
transverse strength and the controlling flexural strength are used for this check, based on the limit state for each
failure mode that has the lowest capacity.

AISC 14th and 13th Edition Considerations
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CSA S16-14/09 Considerations

Welds to Face of HSS
See the Welds topic for information on welds to the face of an HSS member.

Knife Plate or End Tee Unbraced Lengths
The unbraced length for an HSS brace to gusset connection is defined as the distance from the face of the HSS to the
centroid of the fastener group as shown in the image below:

The appropriate unbraced length to use in the compression check for this plate or Tee Stem is a matter of engineering judgment. Therefore, RISAConnection provides an "Effective Length Factor" that can be used to adjust this
unbraced length up or down if desired. The default value for this effective length factor is 2.1.

Column Stress Interaction Parameter, Qf
Both the AISC Chapter K Tables and CIDECT DG 3 Table 7.1 include a column stress interaction parameter, Qf. There
are some cases where RISAConnection cannot determine this value, so it relies on the user adjusting this in the
Loading input properties:
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Column Buckling Reduction Factor, χ
The CIDECT DG3 Table 4.1 includes a column buckling reduction factor, χ, in the HSS Column Sidewall Local Axial
Yielding limit state. This is a user input located in the Loading input properties and is used for Clip Angle and
HSS T-Connections when the axial load is in compression.
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Design Checks for Moment Connections
These checks are unique to certain types of moment connections. Moment checks that are standard bolt and material checks, see the Bolt & Material Checks topic. For weld information, see the Weld Checks topic.

Required Flange Force
All moment connections can resist axial, shear, and moment forces. The axial and moment force is converted into a
Required Flange Force (Tension and Compression) which is reported at the top of the results Report. This value
(sometimes tension, sometimes compression) is then compared to the Available capacity of each limit state in the
Unity Check value.

The Required Flange Force is calculated as:

End Plate Moment Checks
These checks are specific only to end plate moment connections. There are several checks for plate failure in an
end-plate moment connection. These checks are outlined below. All design procedures and equation references,
unless otherwise noted, are taken from AISC Design Guide #4, 2nd Edition. In cases where bolt prying may affect
the design, the prying effects are calculated per the procedure in AISC Design Guide #16.
Currently the program can model any type of end plate connections described in the AISC design guides, plus an 8
bolt extended connection not specifically described in the design guides. The yield lines for this "8 Bolt
(unstiffened)" connection are taken from Emmet Sumner's PhD thesis ("Unified Design of Extended End- Plate
Moment Connections Subject to Cyclic Loading" June 17, 2003) which forms much of the basis for Design Guides 4
and 16. Specifically refer to the MRE 1/2 connection in this paper (section 4.4.4.7 and Figure 4.9) for the end plate
yield lines. Similarly refer to the MRE 1/3 connections in Figures 4.10 and 4.11 for the end plate yield lines of the
unstiffened and stiffened connections, respectively.
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For flush end plate moment connections the grvalue is always assumed to be equal to 1.25 to limit the connection
rotation at ultimate moment and allow the connection to qualify as a fully restrained moment connection.
Note
l

l

There is a discrepancy between the definitions of h0, h1, h2, in the AISC Design Guides for bolted end plate
connections. Design Guide 4 is the more recently published document and reflects a more refined procedure.
In Design Guide 4, the h values defined are based on the center-line of the compression flange. This represents the point of zero displacement for the derivation of the yield lines. Therefore, the Design Guide 4
definition is the basis for all bolted end plate yield lines used in RISAConnection.
Because design is based on the AISC Design Guide, which assumes that half the bolts are in compression, half
are in tension, RISAConnection will always check just straight bolt shear (not combined bolt tension and
shear). If the user-input loaded results in a large axial tension which puts all bolts into tension, the program
results will not change, but a warning will be given to the user in the affected limit states.

Bolt Moment Strength (no prying)
This check is calculated for the bolts in tension on the End Plate Moment Connection. Expand this section of the
design report and RISAConnection will provide you with the exact equation, code reference, listed variables, as well
as the code check value and pass or failure notification.
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The moment capacity for this check is based on Bolt Tensile Strength from section J3.6 of the AISC 360-10 specification and the Bolt Tension Strength equations (3.7 and 3-8) from the AISC Steel Design Guide 4 (Second Edition). The variables are displayed graphically on page 15 of the Design Guide in Figure 2.7.
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Note:
l
l

l

The 4 bolt connections will automatically consider bolt prying action if applicable.
When a thin column flange results in bolt prying, it is recommended that stiffeners be provided to prevent
prying. If not then the Qmax values calculated will be based on the same formulas given for end plates, but
using the column flange properties instead.
The 8 bolt connections will fail the connection whenever it is determined that bolt prying must be considered. This is because Design Guide 16 does not provide Qmax formulas for the 8 bolt connections.

Verify Bolt Prying Assumption
The Bolt Moment Strength check varies depending on whether there is prying force action or not. Therefore, the
program reports this section to show the calculations which determined what Bolt Moment Strength check was
used.

This check is covered in the AISC Design Guide #4 "Extended End-Plate Moment Connections", 2nd edition, Copyright 2003 in Section 3.3. We check both the end plate and the column flange for "thick" plate behavior.
Fnp - The no-prying bolt tension rupture strength, found in the Bolt Moment Strength check.
Fpl - The end plate bending strength, found in the End Plate Flexural Yielding check.
Fcf - The column flange flexural strength, found in the Column Flexural Yielding check.
For 8 bolt moment connections, if either these checks fail, then the no prying assumption is not valid. Thus, the connection will be said to "fail". IN reality, it may work fine, but the user would have to demonstrate how to manually
consider prying for the bolt tension checks.

Beam Flange to End Plate Stiffener Buckling
In order to prevent buckling of the stiffener plate, the stiffener plate thickness is checked per eqn (3.16) of the AISC
Design Guide #4, 2nd Edition.

Beam Web to End Plate Stiffener Buckling
For flush end plate connections, no capacity checks are made on any stiffeners specified between the beam web and
end plate.
Note:
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l
l

l

For flush end plate stiffeners, the stiffener is assumed to be half the thickness of the beam flange.
For flush end plate stiffeners between bolt lines, the stiffeners are assumed to be located at the mid-point
between the bolt.
For flush end plate stiffeners located outside the inner tension bolts, the user may control the stiffener location with the Stiffener Pitch dimension.

End Plate Flexural Yielding
The program uses the procedures and tables from the AISC design guides, to determine an end-plate bending
strength, and a no-prying bolt tension rupture strength.
If the plate bending strength exceeds 110% of the bolt rupture strength then thick-plate behavior is confirmed and
a code check is given based on the other failure modes of the connection. If the plate bending strength does not
exceed 110% of the no prying bolt rupture strength, then the program will calculate bolt prying forces and connection capacity per the procedures given in Design Guide 16.
Note:
l

For some connections, the program will not give code checks to end plates which experience thin-plate behavior. If this behavior is reported, increase the thickness of the end plate.

End Plate Shear Yielding
The extended portion of the end-plate is checked against shear yielding due to out-of-plane shear (the flange force
of the beam). See Eqn 3.12.
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End Plate Shear Rupture
The extended portion of the end-plate is checked against shear rupture due to out-of-plane shear (the flange force
of the beam). See Eqn 3.13.

Eight Bolt Unstiffened End Plate
This bolt configuration cannot be found in either AISC design guide. However, the yield lines are identical to that
shown for the MRE 1/2 configuration shown Design Guide 16. The moment strengths based on the bolts need only
be modified by accounting for additional bolts at the top row as shown in the image below.
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Asymmetric End Plate Connections
End Plate Moment Connections that are flush on both sides or extended on one side and flush on the other may
have a different bolt configuration on the tension side of the connection than on the compression side. This changes
the yield line patterns when the "compression" side of the connection goes into tension. This will generally happen
when there is moment reversal, but can also occur for connections with have a significant axial tension force.
When this occurs, the output reports only report the limit states for the controlling side. To clearly identify when
this situation occurs, the program flags the limit state with text that says "(compression side)" as shown in the
image below:

Flush End Plate Connections
RISAConnection always assumes that Flush End Plate moment connections will always be designed as Type 1 or
Fully Restrained moment connections. That means that gr value is always applied to the design of the plate. This is
done by increasing the demand force or moment associated with the end plate limit states.
Note:
l

l

l

The grvalue is not used to increase the demand force on the bolts or on the column web. This is based on
the examples given in AISC Design Guide 16 and because those limit states are not expected to create excess
non-linear rotation that would limit the rigidity of the connection.
The gr is used to increase the required strength for column flange yielding. The use for this limit state is a
matter of engineering judgment, but is applied in RISAConnection because it is felt that excessive column
flange bending would result in a similar type of non-linear rotation as end plate yielding.
The end plate stiffeners are not designed in a Flush End Moment Plate Connection. Their presence only
effects which yield line parameter is used for design per the AISC Design Guide 16.

Axial Force in Moment Connections
When an axial force is added to a moment connection, it is assumed that this axial force is carried entirely by the
flanges (Please seeRequired Flange Force). Therefore, the axial force will not affect the shear checks for the moment
connection.
Note:
l

There are cases where the axial force will actually REDUCE the design checks on a moment connection. This
can happen for flange force failure modes that are not valid for both tension and compression. Example:
Flange Local Bending (which is valid only for the tension flange) combined with a compressive axial force in
the beam, or Web Buckling (which is valid only for the compression flange).

Moment Connections with Column Stiffeners
If the moment connection includes transverse column stiffeners and / or web doubler plates then additional design
checks will be performed on these elements. Refer to the Stiffener Checks for Moment Connections topic for more
information.
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Moment Connections into a Column Web (Weak Axis)
RISAConnection allows you to model both Direct Weld, Flange Plate Moment and Flange Plate Cap Plate
Moment connections into the web of a wide flange column.

When you select this orientation, the program will automatically include Flange Plate stiffeners that connect to the
beam flanges and the inside column flanges. The Flange Plates are assumed to always be welded to the inside
flanges of the column. In the case of a cap plate, the cap plate may be welded to both the inside and outside flanges
of the column. You may select a Full Width, Tapered, or Coped end that connects to the beam. The flange forces are
then resisted by the flange plate weld strength at the column.
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Note:
l

Beam to column web connections are not available for seismic moment connections or Canadian (CSA)
design codes.

Flange Plate Compression Unbraced Length
RISAConnection considers the full unbraced length of the compression flange in the Flange Plate Compression
check. This is measured from the far edge of the weld access hole on the beam to the weld at the column flange.
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Cap Plate Stiffener Compression Unbraced Length
RISAConnection considers the unbraced length of the cap plate in the Cap Plate Stiffener Compression check to be
the clear distance between column flanges.
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Flange Plate with Cap Plate General Assumptions
The cap plate acts as both a flange plate connected to the top of the beam flange and a transverse stiffener that is
connected to the top of the column. The design force used for the cap plate is the beam flange force generated by
the moment within the beam. The force developed within the top beam flange is transferred directly into the
column through welds at the top of the column. Here are some general assumptions used by RISAConnection.
l
l

l

l
l

l
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The cap plate and flange plate will be the same length along the beam
The flange force in the flange plate and cap plate are always assumed to be equal despite differences in the
cap plate thickness and lower flange plate thickness (i.e. having different stiffnesses)
Column capacity is not consdered in the determination of an unbalanced flange force for the cap plate. In
other words, the cap plate will always be conservatively designed using the full flange force.
HSS column checks are only performed at the lower flange plate and not at the top cap plate.
Welds
l Weld lengths along a wide flange column web can not be adjusted
l Weld lengths along wide flange are dictated by the cap plate width and can not be adjusted independently
l Weld lengths will always be the full length and width for HSS columns
Seismic Detailing is not available for Flange Plate Moment Column Cap Plate
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Stiffener Checks for Moment Connections
These checks relate specifically to the design of column web doubler plates or transverse stiffeners for the column
flange (also known as continuity plates). The primary reference for the design of these stiffeners is AISC Design
Guide 13. However, the recommendations of this design guide are based on the LRFD 2nd edition design code.
Therefore, many of the recommendations in DG-13 have been updated to reflect new or revised provisions in newer
AISC 13th or 14th edition specifications. For this reason, RISAConnection will generally reference the relevant sections of the 13th or 14th edition codes rather than directly referencing DG-13.

Transverse Stiffeners
The compression force that is required to be resisted by the transverse stiffeners is equal to the flange force transferred from the moment connection minus the capacity of the column flange or web to resist it. The highest demand
force will be used based on the checks of flange bending, web yielding, web crippling, and web buckling.

Geometry Restrictions for Transverse Stiffeners
Sections 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 of Design Guide 13 gives a minimum thickness for stiffeners based on section K1.9 of the
LRFD 2nd edition. This has been updated to reflect the newer provisions of J10.8.

Yield and Shear for Transverse Stiffeners
The transfer stiffeners are checked versus the demand forces. It is expected that the stiffeners will receive the force
from the column flange and then be required to transmit that force as a shear force into the column web.
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Misc. Compression Checks
These checks are not discussed in Design Guide 13. However, AISC specification J10.8 and J4.4 have additional
requirements for stiffeners that experience compression.
Note:
l

For the r value calculation, RISAConnection is conservatively ignoring the presence of the column web.
Rather than including the 25tw web strip discussed in J10.8.

Stiffener Weld Calculations
Refer to the Weld Calculations topic for more information about how weld strength and limitations are calculated
for transverse stiffeners.

Doubler Plates
The shear force that is required to be resisted by the web doubler plate(s) is based on the excess shear force beyond the panel zone capacity itself.
Note:
l
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RISAConnection only considers one moment connection per calculation. Therefore, the program does
NOT account for the situation where a moment connection on the opposite flange of the column may add
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contributed additional shear force into the columns panel zone.

Doubler Geometry Limitations
To avoid encroachment of the column fillet, the minimum thickness of the doubler plate is determined from equation 4.4-4 of Design Guide 13.

Per recommendations of the AISC design guide 13 on column stiffening (see figure 4-3), the doubler plate will
extend above and below the beam flange (or flange plate) a distance of 2.5k for directly welded connections and
3k+tp for end plate moment connections.
Note:
l

RISAConnection does NOT currently account for the "Riding the Fillet" allowable encroachment per AISC
13th edition's Figure 10-3.

Doubler Shear Calculations
Equation 4.4-5 of Design Guide 13 refers to a minimum thickness to prevent shear buckling of the doubler plate.
However, those code provisions have been updated since the release of the design guide. Therefore, RISAConnection
uses instead the updated provisions of section G2-2(a).

Note:
l

RISAConnection does NOT consider the alternative shear buckling provisions of G2.2(b) or G3.
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Doubler Plate Weld Calculations
Refer to the Weld Calculations topic for more information about how weld strength and limitations are calculated
for doubler plates.
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Seismic Moment Connections
Design for seismic moment connection detailing is done per the AISC Seismic Design Manual, 3rd Edition (2016)
&2nd Edition (2010) contains two documents: the AISC 341-16/10 Seismic Provisions for Structural Steel Buildings
and the AISC 358-16/10 Prequalified Connections for Special and Intermediate Steel Moment Frames for Seismic Applications. These documents contain common design standards for seismic systems, including seismic connection design
criteria.
The following seismic moment connections are available:
l

Moment Frame Systems:
o Column/Beam Direct Weld Moment Connection
l Reduced Beam Section Moment Connection (OMF, IMF, SMF)
l Welded Un-reinforced Flange-Welded Web Moment Connection (OMF, IMF, SMF)
o Column/Beam Extended End Plate Moment Connection
l Bolted Un-stiffened Extended End Plate Moment Connection (OMF, IMF, SMF)
l Bolted Stiffened Extended End Plate Moment Connection (OMF, IMF, SMF)
o Column/Beam Flange Plate Moment Connection
l Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connection (OMF, IMF, SMF)

l

Braced Frame Systems:
o See the Seismic Vertical Brace Connections topic for information on which seismic braced connections
are available.

Note:
l
l

l

Unless otherwise specified, all code references below are to AISC 341-16 and AISC 358-16.
Seismic moment connection design in RISAConnection is limited to the current edition of the US design code.
No results will be given if you select any other design code.
Per section 1.3 of the AISC 358-16/10, the all pre-qualified IMF and SMF connection types must be designed
according to the Load and Resistance Factor (LRFD) provisions. Therefore, only the OMF, OCBF, and SCBF
connection types are allowed to be designed per ASD provisions.

How to Create a Seismic Moment Connection
Starting from Scratch in the Stand-Alone Version
If you are using RISAConnection as a stand-alone program, then you can define your seismic moment connection as
follows:
1. Start a new model and select your Column/Beam Moment connection type. Applicable connection types are:
a. Column/Beam Direct Weld Moment Connection
b. Column/Beam Extended End Plate Moment Connection
c. Column/Beam Flange Plate Moment Connection
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2. Select your Seismic System.

3. Enter the appropriate Seismic Moment Connection Input Values.
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Importing a Connection from a RISAFloor or RISA-3D Model
If you are using the integration between RISA-3D and RISAConnection to create your model, then you can define
your seismic connection as follows:
RISA-3D:
1. If you are using RISA-3D on its own, then you must apply both a "Column/Beam Seismic Moment" Connection Rule and a Seismic Design Rule to the member.

2. Make sure to solve in RISA-3D for your seismic detailing results. If you do not have seismic detailing results
in RISA-3D, then the information cannot be exported to RISAConnection. For more information about seismic
detailing results, see the RISA-3D Help file topic "Seismic Detailing".
3. When exported into RISAConnection, the program will determine the Connection Type, Seismic System ,
and seismic input values based on the applied Seismic Design Rule and the RISA-3D solution results. Once in
RISAConnection, these cannot be changed.
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RISAFloor:
1. If you are using RISAFloor, you can apply the "Seismic Moment" Connection Rule within RISAFloor or in
RISA-3D.
a. You may only apply the "Seismic Moment" Connection Rule to Lateral members.
2. Use the Director tool to take the model into RISA-3D in order to apply the Seismic Design Rule. Solve your
lateral load combinations in RISA-3D in order to get your Seismic Detailing results.
a. If you have not done this, the connection will not export to RISAConnection.
3. When exported into RISAConnection, the program will determine the Connection Type, Seismic System ,
and seismic input values based on the applied Seismic Design Rule and the RISA-3D solution results. Once
in RISAConnection, these cannot be changed.
Determining the Seismic System
The integration between programs uses the following "translation" to determine the Seismic System for moment
connections:
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Seismic Moment Connection Input Values
The following seismic input values are available for moment connections:
l

l
l

l

l

l

Shear due to Gravity, Vg - Beam shear due to gravity loads, Vgravity. This is used to determine the required
shear strength, Vh, of the beam and beam web-to-column connection.
Clear Span, L - Clear length of the beam between supporting column flanges.
Sh - Plastic Hinge Location, distance from face of column flange. (Only for RBS connections imported from
RISA-3D, otherwise this value is calculated based on the RBS dimensions.)
Z Factor - Ratio of the reduced plastic section modulus of the RBS to the full plastic section modulus of the
beam. This value comes from RISA-3D, so it is only available for RBS connections that were imported from
RISA-3D.
R*Mu - Required moment for OMF connections. See OMF Required Strength for more information. (Only for
OMF connections.)
R*Vu - Required shear for OMF connections. See OMF Required Strength for more information. (Only for
OMF connections.)

Seismic Moment Connection Limitations
Below is a list of limitations regarding the seismic design:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Seismic design is not supported under the Canadian design code.
Seismic design is not supported under the AISC 341-05 (1st edition) Seismic Design Manual.
IMF and SMF connection types must use the LRFD design method.
OMF, OCBF, & SCBF connection types can use either ASD or LRFD design.
Seismic Design will not apply to splice connections at this time.
RISAConnection will not design stability bracing, however these requirements are addressed in RISA-3D.
Code provisions for steel backing on welds are not checked at this time.
Strong Column-Weak Beam checks can only consider a single story column at this time.

Reduced Beam Section (RBS) Moment Connection
A Reduced Beam Section moment connection may be defined in RISAConnection as the "RBS" Seismic System
within the Column/Beam Direct Weld Moment Connection. Depending on the ductility of your system, you may
assign the RBS as an OMF, IMF, or SMF. The design of this type of connection is done per AISC 341-16 and AISC 35816, chapter 5. Please see the Seismic Moment Connection Checks section for more information.
When you use this connection type, the following changes to geometry and assembly apply:
Web Weld Entry
In addition to the existing welding/bolting requirements of the moment connections, the Column/Beam Direct
Weld Moment Connection includes the "Web Weld". This weld is between the beam web and the column flange.
It is required per AISC 358-16 chapter 5, section 5.6 (2) (a) (for RBS) and per AISC 358-16 chapter 7, section 8.6 (5)
(for WUF-W). This weld must be a CJP with an electrode type of either E70 , E80, or E90.

Weld Access Holes
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RISAConnection will automatically modify the geometry of the RBS and WUF-W seismic connections to include the
Weld Access Hole Requirements of the AISC 358-16. This manual refers to the AWS D1.8/D1.8M 2009 section 6.10.1.2.
RISAConnection uses the limits of this code to determine the geometry of the Weld Access Holes:

Note:
l

Currently these are not editable.

RBS Dimensions
RISAConnection will apply default dimensions to the reduced beam section. But you may edit these at any time in
the Assembly section of the Connection Properties.

RISA-3D Integrated Models
When a seismic moment RBS connection is imported from RISA-3D, the a, b, and c dimensions are predetermined
from the RISA-3D Seismic Design Rules data. In the RISA-3D Seismic Design rule, you are required to input a Z
Factor (ratio of reduced section Z to full section Z) and a Hinge Location ( distance from face of column flange to the
center of the reduced section.
Seismic Design Rule spreadsheet from RISA-3D:
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In order to assure that the RISA-3D results are consistent with the RISAConnection results, RISAConnection will
then automatically calculate these dimensions.
l

l

The a and b values are dependent on the Hinge Location: a + 0.5*b = Hinge Location. If you change one of
these values, the other will also update based on this equation.
The c value is back-calculated from AISC 358-16 equation 5.8-4 using the Z Factor. This value cannot be
edited.

RBS Limitations
l
l

The beam connection must be bolted.
The shear plate depth is required to extend the full distance between the weld access holes (per AISC 358-16
section 5.6 (2) (a).

Welded Un-reinforced Flange Welded Web (WUF-W) Moment Connection
A Welded Unreinforced Flange- Welded Web moment connection may be defined in RISAConnection as the "WUFW" Seismic System within the Column/Beam Direct Weld Moment Connection. Depending on the ductility of
your system, you may assign the WUF-W as an OMF, IMF, or SMF. The design of this type of connection is done per
AISC 341-16 and AISC 358-16, chapter 8. Please see the Seismic Moment Connection Checks section for more information.
When you use this connection type, the following changes to geometry and assembly apply:
Web Weld Entry
In addition to the existing welding/bolting requirements of the moment connections, the Column/Beam Direct
Weld Moment Connection includes the "Web Weld". See the discussion above for more information.
Weld Access Holes
RISAConnection will automatically modify the geometry of the RBS and WUF-W seismic connections to include the
Weld Access Hole Requirements of the AISC 358-16. See the discussion above for more information.
WUF-W Dimensions
RISAConnection will apply default dimensions to the WUF-W shear plate. But you may edit these at any time in the
Assembly section of the Connection Properties.
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WUF-W Limitations
l

The beam connection must be welded.

Bolted Stiffened/Un-stiffened Extended End Plate (BEEP) Moment Connection
A Bolted Unstiffened or Stiffened Extended End-Plate moment connection may be defined in RISAConnection as the
"BEEP" Seismic System within the Column/Beam Extended End Plate Moment Connection. The end plate can
be stiffened of unstiffened depending on if you have applied a stiffener plate in the Connection Category input of
Connection Properties (this is required for 8 bolt layouts).
Depending on the ductility of your system, you may assign the BEEP as an OMF, IMF, or SMF.
The design of this type of connection is done per AISC 341-16 and AISC 358-16, chapter 6. Please see the Seismic
Moment Connection Checks section for more information.

Bolted Flange Plate (BFP) Moment Connection
A Bolted Flange Plate moment connection may be defined in RISAConnection as the "BFP" Seismic System within
the Column/Beam Flange Plate Moment Connection. Depending on the ductility of your system, you may assign
the BFP as an OMF, IMF, or SMF.
The design of this type of connection is done per AISC 341-16 and AISC 358-16, chapter 7. Please see the Seismic
Moment Connection Checks section for more information.

Ordinary Moment Frame (OMF) Connections
The AISC 358-16 is specifically for the design of seismic IMF & SMF connections. However, you are allowed to define
your connection as an Ordinary Moment Frame (OMF) using any of the AISC 358-16 pre-qualified connection types.
In this case, many of the checks will be for reference only as they are not specifically required by the design code.
OMF Required Strength
Per AISC 341-16 section E1.6b, the flexural strength of an OMF shall be the lesser of:
l
l

1.1*Ry*Mp (LRFD) / (1.1/1.5)*Ry*Mp (ASD)
R*Mu (For minimally ductile moment frames, the required moment need not exceed R*Mu based on discussion in the AISC 341 commentary)

Per AISC 341-16 section E1.6b, the required shear strength of an OMF is computed using the AISC 360-16 (15th edition) load combinations.

170

RISAConnection v12.0

Seismic Moment Connections
When a model is imported from RISA-3D, these values are brought over from the RISA-3D seismic detailing calculations. When a model is created using the stand-alone version of RISAConnection, the user is expected to enter
these values.

Seismic Moment Connection Checks
The following checks are included with the regular (AISC 360-16, 15th edition) checks for seismic moment connections. The seismic checks will always be shown at the bottom of the results report fpr seismic moment connections.
If you are using a RISA-3D integrated model, these checks do not depend on the loads from the load combinations.
The seismic checks design to a probable maximum moment which is independent of the actual applied forces.
Seismic Material and Geometry Limitations This check includes material geometry limits from the AISC 341-16 and from the applicable chapter in the AISC 35816. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic Width to Thickness RatiosThis check includes width to thickness ratio checks per AISC 341-16, Table D1.1.
For OMF connections, this check is for reference only.
Seismic Moment at Face of ColumnThis section calculates the probable maximum moment at the face of the column, Mf and the design flange force, F.
This is required by all connection types per the AISC 358-16. Specific code section references are presented in the
output report.
For OMF connections, this check is for reference only. RISAConnection will check to see which is the minimum
design moment (R*Mu or Mpr) and which is the minimum design shear (R*Vu or Vh) and then use that to calculate
the design flange force. Based on the AISC 341-16 commentary, the required moment of minimally ductile moment
frames need not exceed R*Mu.
Seismic Parametric LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It includes geometry limitation checks based on AISC 358-16, Table 6.1.
Seismic Weld LimitationsThis checks the requirements of AISC 341-16, section A4 and the specific weld requirements of each chapter in the
AISC 358-16. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic Flange Bolt LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the bolt size and spacing
requirements of AISC 358-16 chapter 7. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic Flange Plate LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the beam flange plate
thickness and connection limitations of AISC 358-16 chapter 7. Specific code section references are presented in the
output report.
Seismic Bolt LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the bolt material and size requirements of AISC 358-16 chapter 6. Specific code section references are presented in the output
report.
Seismic Plate / Misc Limitations-
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This check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). This checks the end plate
width limitation as well as the end plate and the column flange for "thick" plate behavior. The "thick plate" check is
covered in the AISC Design Guide #4 "Extended End-Plate Moment Connections", 2nd edition, Section 3.3. This is the
same as the regular Verify Bolt Prying Assumption check.
Seismic End Plate LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the end plate
thickness and width requirements of AISC 358-16 chapter 6. Specific code section references are presented in the
output report.
Seismic RBS Connection Detail LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Direct Weld - Reduced Beam Section Moment Connections (RBS). It checks the
reduced beam section geometry requirements of AISC 358-16 chapter 5. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic WUF-W Connection Detail LimitationsThis check is only applicable to Direct Weld - Welded Unreinforced Flange-Welded Web Moment Connections
(WUF-W). It checks the WUF-W shear plate geometry requirements of AISC 358-16 chapter 8. Specific code section
references are presented in the output report.
Seismic Column-Beam Moment RatioThis section calculates the column-beam moment ratio. This is required for all SMF connection types per AISC 34116, section E3.4a. Specific code section references are presented in the output report. Because RISAConnection only
has column and loading information for the one column, only a single story height column will be considered in the
calculation of M*pc (projected flexural strength of the column).
For OMF and IMF connections, this check is for reference only.
Seismic Flexural Strength of BeamThis check is only applicable to Direct Weld - Reduced Beam Section Moment Connections (RBS). It checks the flexural strength of the beam at the face of the column per AISC 358-16, equation (5.8-8).
Seismic Flange StrengthThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the beam flange tensile
rupture, block shear, and compression buckling per AISC 358-16 section 7.6. Specific code section references are
presented in the output report.
Seismic Beam Web ChecksThis checks the beam web shear limit states per AISC 358-16. Specific code section references are presented in the
output report.
Seismic End Plate ShearThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the end plate
shear limit states of AISC 358-16 chapter 6. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic End Plate Flexural YieldingThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the end plate
design strength per AISC 358-16, equation (6.8-5) (AISC 358-10, equation (6.10-5)).
Seismic Bolt StrengthThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the bolt shear
and bearing limit states of AISC 358-16 chapter 6. Specific code section references are presented in the output
report.
Seismic Bolt Moment Strength-
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This check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the bolt
moment strength against the probable seismic design flange force per AISC 358-16, equation (6.8-3) (AISC 358-10,
equation (6.10-3)).
Seismic Flange Bolt Shear StrengthThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the flange bolt shear
strength per AISC 358-16, equation (7.6-8).
Seismic Beam Web Bolt ChecksThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the beam web bolt bearing and shear limit states per AISC 358-16, chapter 7. Specific code section references are presented in the output
report.
Seismic Vert. Plate ChecksThis check is only applicable to Bolted Flange Plate Moment Connections (BFP). It checks the beam web shear plate
(vertical plate) shear limit states per AISC 358-16, chapter 7. Specific code section references are presented in the
output report.
Seismic Column Weld StrengthThis check is only applicable to Direct Weld - Welded Unreinforced Flange-Welded Web Moment Connections
(WUF-W).It checks the column weld shear strength per AISC 358-16, section 8.6 (2).
Seismic Column StrengthThis check is only applicable to ordinary moment frames (OMF). It checks the column limit states per AISC 341-16,
section E1.6b.
Seismic Column Web StrengthThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the column
web limit states per AISC 341-16 section E1.6b.
Seismic Column Flexural YieldingThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It checks the column
flange design strength per AISC 358-16, equations (6.8-14 & 6.8-15) (AISC 358-10, equations (6.10-14 & 6.10-15)).
Seismic Stiffener Plate LimitationsThis checks the transverse stiffeners (continuity plate) requirements per AISC 341-16, section E3.6f (2). If this check
fails, then continuity plates are required.
Seismic Stiffener StrengthThis check is only applicable to Extended End Plate Moment Connections (BSEEP, BUEEP). It is only included when
transverse stiffeners (continuity plates) are included in the model. This will check the transverse stiffener strength
per AISC 358-16, section 6.8.2 step 6 (AISC 358-10, section 6.10.2 step 6). Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Seismic Panel Zone LimitationsThis check only applies to special moment frames (SMF). It checks the panel zone thickness requirements per AISC
341-16, section E3.6e (2). If this check fails, then web doubler plates are required.
Seismic Panel Zone ShearThis checks the shear strength of the panel zone per the requirements of the AISC 358-16. Specific code section references are presented in the output report. If this check fails, then web doubler plates are required.
For OMF connections, this check is per the regular AISC 360-16 (15th edition) section J10.6.
For OMF and IMF connections, this check is for reference only.
Seismic Doubler Plate Strength-
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This checks the yield strength and weld strength of the doubler plate against the required doubler plate shear force
due to seismic forces. Specific code section references are presented in the output report.
Because Seismic Panel Zone shear is only applicable to SMF connections, this check is not applicable to OMF or IMF
connections.

Seismic Moment Connection DXF Output
In addition to the regular DXF output, the seismic moment connections will include:
l
l
l
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Identification of the seismic system
Identification of the demand critical welds
Identification of the protected zone (only applicable to IMF & SMF seismic systems)
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Vertical Brace Connections
The Vertical Brace Connections are intended for braces in the vertical plane, or as truss connections.

Available Vertical Brace Connection Types:
l
l
l

Diagonal Brace with the brace above, below, or both.
Chevron Brace with braces above or below.
Knee Brace connected to a beam or column.

The following shape types are allowed:

Diagonal and Chevron braces can be designed as non-seismic (R=3) connection types or as part of an OCBF or SCBF
Seismic System. For more information on seismic vertical brace design, see the Seismic Vertical Brace Connections
topic.

Limitations
Below is the list of current limitations for vertical brace design in RISAConnection.

Beam Member
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l

For Chevron Brace connections the beam must be a wide flange, tube, or pipe.
For Diagonal Brace connections the beam must be a wide flange.
For Knee Brace connections the beam must be a wide flange, tube, or pipe.
For Diagonal Brace connections the beam must connect to the face of the column (i.e. no continuous beams
allowed).
The beam must be horizontal (not sloped).
The beam cannot be skewed with respect to the column or brace.
The web of the beam is not checked for buckling/crippling due to vertical forces from the gusset(s).
In Chevron Brace connections the interaction of forces from a chevron above the beam and a chevron below
that same beam are ignored. Each Chevron Brace connection is treated independently.

Column Member
l
l
l
l
l

The column must be a wide flange, tube, or pipe.
The column must be vertical (not sloped).
The gusset(s) and beam must frame perpendicular to the web or flange of the column (not skewed).
The web of the column is not checked for buckling/crippling due to the horizontal forces from the gusset(s).
The web of the column is not checked for knifing or localized bending due to horizontal forces from the gusset(s) framing into the web.
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l

In Vertical Brace connections the interaction of forces from a diagonal brace on the right side of the column
and a diagonal brace on the left side of that same column are ignored. Each Vertical Brace connection is
treated independently.

Brace Member
l
l
l
l
l

The brace must form at least a 10 degree angle with the beam axis.
The brace must form at least a 10 degree angle with the vertical axis.
The brace must lie in the plane of both the beam and the column.
Wide Flange braces must be oriented so the web is parallel to the gusset plate.
Wide Flange braces only support bolted sub-connections at this time.

Canadian Connections
l

Unfortunately HSS Tube and Pipe members are not yet available for any vertical brace connections designed
with the Canadian design codes: CSA S16-09 or CSA S16-14.

Tapered Gusset Plate
Gusset plates for Vertical Diagonal Braces and Knee Braces can be rectangular or have tapered edges. There are two
ways to model a tapered gusset plate: Cut Back or Custom Angle.

Cut Back
To enter a Cut Back taper, enter Cut Length and Cut Width dimensions to "cut back" the original rectangular gusset.
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l

Custom Angle
To enter a Custom Angle taper, enter Left and Right Side Cut Angles (from the vertical axis), and Left and Right
Extensions to define the tapered shape. For ease of modeling, the Left and Right Cut Angles may be set equal to the
brace angle or defined with a custom angle.
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l

Note:
l

When designing seismic vertical brace connections, the tapered gusset plate option is not available when you
use the 8t Elliptical Offset option for the Seismic Gusset Rotation check.

Geometry Restrictions
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l

The connections between the gusset plate and the beam/column must be centered on the gusset plate.

l

For non-concentric workpoints the node defining the end of the brace must be within 18" of node defining
the beam/column intersection. If they are not then the program will not recognize this as a vertical brace
connection.
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l

l

For non-concentric workpoints in connections with both a top and bottom vertical brace, the end nodes of
the brace must be within 36" of each other. If they are not then both braces will not be brought into
RISAConnection.
For non-concentric workpoints, if the workpoint falls along the beam then the brace above and the brace
below must share a common workpoint.

Diagonal Brace Connection
The diagonal brace configuration supports braces framing into a column above, below, or above and below the
beam. Each Diagonal Brace Connection consists of four sub-connections, illustrated with an example below:
l
l
l
l

Brace-to-Gusset Connection (Bolted or Welded)
Gusset-to-Column Connection (Double Clip Angle or Direct Weld)
Gusset-to-Beam Connection (Double Clip Angle or Direct Weld)
Beam-to-Column Connection (Shear Tab or Double Clip Angle)

Note:
l

At this time, RISAConnection only designs one sided connections, so braces framing into the opposite side of
the column must be modeled as a separate connection.

See below for more information on Gusset Plate design and connection eccentricity.

Analysis Methodology for the Diagonal Brace Connections
The program uses the Uniform Force Method to determine the distribution of forces within the gusset. This determines the forces on all of the sub-connections (i.e. Gusset to Beam) as well. For more information on this method see
the AISC 14th Edition Manual, Page 13-3.

Width to Length Ratio
Under the Brace tab(s) on the Connection Properties grid, you can expand the Gusset section to set your desired
Width to Length Ratio. The available options are shown below and your selection controls if your sub-connections
will be designed for moment forces or not. The details for these options are shown below.
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Zero Moment (Uniform Force Method)
When you select the Zero Moment (Uniform Force Method) option, RISAConnection will automatically limit your
gusset plate dimensions so equation (13-1) from the AISC 14th Edition is met. This ensures that the free-body diagram of each sub-connection remains moment-free.

The design forces on each sub-connection interface will then be designed per equations (13-2) through (13-6).
Please see page 13-5 of the AISC 14th Edition for further details on these calculations.
Unlimited Method
When you select the Unlimited option, RISAConnection will not make any attempt to limit your connection geometry. This means that the sub-connection interfaces may be subject to moments due to eccentricities.
The calculation and distribution of these moments is determined according to the procedure outlined in the AISC
14th Edition Manual, Page 13-10.

Note:
l

For this method, RISAConnection assumes that Direct Weld sub-connections are more rigid than Clip Angle
sub-connections.

Moments Due to Non-Concentric Work Points
For configurations which do not use concentric work points, you may define your eccentricity under the Assembly
options on the General tab. When you do this, RISAConnection will automatically change your Width to Thickness
Ratio analysis method to "Unlimited" so the connection can be designed for moment forces at the sub-connections.
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The moment force is determined according to brace eccentricity from the idealized brace line of action which runs
through the beam-column intersection (15 inches in the above example).
RISAConnection accounts for this moment using a procedure discussed in Section 2.2.1.8 of the Handbook of Structural Steel Connection Design and Details, Second Edition, Akbar R. Tamboli. This procedure calculates horizontal and
shear forces at the gusset-beam and gusset to column interfaces using the Uniform Force Method as if the connection had no eccentricity. The procedure then adds in a moment due to eccentricity and attributes that moment
to the gusset-beam and gusset-column interface.
RISAConnection is not capable of determining how much of this moment is taken by the beam or the column, as
that is a function of the rigidities of the gusset-beam connection and the gusset-column connection, respectively.
This distribution is determined by a Moment Distribution Factor, which is user-entered in the Assembly properties on the Brace tab.
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Note:
l

l

If the one edge of the gusset is welded and the other is bolted, then the program will automatically attribute
the full moment to the welded connection.
This procedure, while general and rational, does NOT produce the same results as Special Case 1 of the
AISC steel manual. This is because Special Case 1 accounts for the eccentric moment by adjusting moments in
the beam and column members themselves rather than by adding it into the gusset connection design.

Design for Moments in Gusset to Column or Gusset to Beam Connections
The total moments are determined at each sub-connection location based on the sum of the moments from gusset
plate dimensions and the work point eccentricities. These moments can be accounted for in one of two ways:
The gusset will designed for moment using the procedures established for extended shear tab connections or extended clip angle connections. Both of which have had their design procedures adjusted to account for the potential
presence of a large axial forces in addition to the expected shear force.

Beam to Column Connection
For Diagonal Brace Connections the beam is assumed to be pinned to the column. Therefore, no consideration is
made for distortion / deformation relationships which result in frame action. For more information on these considerations see Section 2.2.1.5 of the Handbook of Structural Steel Connection Design and Details, Second Edition,
Akbar R. Tamboli.

Transfer Forces
By default RISAConnection designs diagonal brace connections as simple 2D connections without any interaction
with braces on the other side of the column, or horizontal braces framing into the beam/column joint. However, you
may also input transfer forces (axial and shear) to represent the load from the other elements at the beam/column
sub-connection.
Traditionally, the Uniform Force Method (and the Unlimited Method) has calculated the required shear and axial
forces using the simplified (2D assumption) equations on the middle of page 13-5 of the AISC 14th edition Steel
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Design Manual. RISAConnection extrapolates this using simple statics to also include the Axial Transfer Load and
the Shear Transfer Load. This is based on the direction of Appendix D (Transfer Forces) in the AISC Design Guide
29: Vertical Bracing Connections - Analysis and Design.
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Chevron Brace Connection
The chevron brace configuration supports two braces framing into a beam from opposite directions. Each Chevron
Brace Connection consists of three sub-connections, illustrated below:
l
l
l

Left Brace-to-Gusset Connection (Bolted or Welded)
Right Brace-to-Gusset Connection (Bolted or Welded)
Gusset-to-Beam Connection (Double Clip Angle or Direct Weld)

Note:
l

l

At this time, RISAConnection only designs one sided connections, so braces framing into the opposite side of
the beam must be modeled as a separate connection.
Gusset Plates for Chevron Braces must be rectangular in shape.

See below for more information on Gusset Plate design and connection eccentricity.

Analysis Methodology for Chevron Brace Connections
The program uses statics to determine the distribution of forces within the gusset. Gusset design is assumed to be
controlled at one of two section cuts, as shown in the illustration below:

Section a-a
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The shear and axial force at section a-a are calculated as the net horizontal and vertical forces from the braces. The
in-plane moment at section a-a is calculated as the net moment induced by both braces. The moment induced by
each brace is calculated as the force in the brace, multiplied by the distance between the center of the beam-gusset
interface and the nearest point along the brace's centerline (shown dashed above).
Section b-b
The shear (V'), axial force (N'), and in-plane moment (M') at section b-b are calculated using the method of sections
(statics). The derivations are shown below.

Note:
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l

Technically the gusset design could be controlled by forces at/about a location other than the two locations
that RISAConnection checks. However, the likelihood that there are greater forces elsewhere, or that those
forces are significantly greater than the ones calculated is very small.

Analysis Methodology for Extended Shear Tab without Gusset
Similar to the Chevron brace connection, the program uses statics to determine the distribution of forces within the
gusset. However in contrast to the chevron brace connection where a single section b-b cut is taken at the center of
the gusset, several section b-b cuts are taken at the shear tab for the extended shear tab connection and the cut producing the highest largest code check is used. The reasoning for this is because the addition of a beam axial force
into the shear tab between two braces produces more fluctuation of the resulting forces depending on where the
section b-b cut is taken.
For each extended shear tab without gusset connection, the critical section is assumed to occur outside of the beam
bolt groups and somewhere in between the beam bolt group and brace (upper or lower). 11 equidistance section
cuts are taken between the extents of the beam bolt groups and braces (i.e. 22 section cuts in total for the case
where there are top and bottom braces). The results are then only reported for the critical section, that is, the section producing the highest unity check.
See figure below delineating how the section cuts are taken internally.
Section b-b cuts
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General Assumptions for Extended Shear Tab Connections
Assumptions of UFM for Extended Shear Tab with gusset
l

The uniform force at the column is at the face of the column flange as opposed to the column bolt line and
gusset-to-beam interface
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l

Beta will always be centered on the gusset plate. This means that the connection between the gusset plate
and column will be centered on the gusset plate.

Assumption for Gusset Failure Plane
For the extended shear tab the length of the gusset failure plane is conservatively taken as the spacing between the
bolts plus a 1.5” extension on both sides. In the instance that the bolt edge is less than 1.5”, the program will use
that bolt edge distance instead.
This can be expressed as the following:

There is not clear direction as to how much of the shear tab should be used for this failure plane however the basis
for the program assumption aligns with the assumptions used in the AISC seismic manual design examples.

Bolt Group Eccentricity
Ex = Horizontal distance from ace of support to center of bolt group
Ey = Vertical distance from center of bolt group to center of beam

K, Effective Length for Plate Compression (Whitmore) Check in Plate/Beam sub-connection
The determination of the K (effective length factor) is based on guidance provided AISC Design Guide 29 where
K=0.5 is used if the gusset is supported on two sides and K=1.2 if it is supported on one side only.

Column Web Yielding and Column Web Crippling Checks (WF Columns)
For both the extended shear tabs (without and with gusset), the program will always assume the compressive concentrated load on the member is close to the column. This translates to the following conditions when determining
the capacities for these limit states:
Column web yielding: Concentrated force is less than or equal to the depth of the member -> AISC 15th Ed Eqn J103
Column web crippling: Concentrated force is less than d/2 -> AISC 15th Ed Eqn J10-5

Knee Brace (Kicker Brace) Connection
The Knee Brace configuration supports a single brace framing into either a beam or a column. The brace is assumed
to only carry axial load which means that the gusset to beam/column connection is only designed for axial and
shear forces. If the brace connection is eccentric, the moment due to eccentricity will also be reported, although not
used for design.
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Note:
l

At this time, RISAConnection only designs one sided connections, so braces framing into the opposite side of
the beam must be modeled as a separate connection.

See below for more information on Gusset Plate design and connection eccentricity.

Knee Brace Work-Points
Because a Knee Brace frames into a beam or a column, not both, there is no beam to column intersecting workpoint. Therefore, we consider the work-point to be the brace center-line intersection with the centroid of the gusset
to beam (or column) connection.

Analysis Methodology for Knee Brace Connections
The program uses simple statics to determine the force components at the gusset to beam/column connection.
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Gusset Plate Design
The Whitmore section is a design term used to indicate the portion of the gusset plate that is effective in resisting
the tension or compression forces transferred to it by the vertical brace. As shown below (and in Figure 9-1 of the
AISC 14th Edition Manual), the Whitmore section assumes that the gusset plate stress spreads out at a 30 degree
angle from the first point of connection (along the line of the brace force). It then terminates at the last point of connection between the brace and gusset. This length is then defined as the width of the Whitmore Section.

Special Cases
The calculation of the Whitmore width is straight forward when the width remains entirely within the gusset. In
cases, where the widths extends into the beam or column, RISAConnection assumes a constant thickness equal to
the gusset plate thickness.
In cases where the geometry of the plate produces an eccentricity in the Whitmore section, RISAConnection will conservatively use a reduced effective width(see the article "The Whitmore Section" written by Thornton and Lini in
the July 2011 issue of Modern Steel Construction.

190

RISAConnection v12.0

Vertical Brace Connections

Tension Checks
The Whitmore section will be checked against both yield and rupture. With the width of the section as described
above and the thickness of the section equal to the thickness of the gusset plate (or beam / column if a portion of
the Whitmore section extends into the beam / column).

Compression Checks
For compression, the gusset plate code check requires that Whitmore Section be viewed as an equivalent column.
The width of the column is merely the width of the Whitmore section as discussed above. However, the compression checks also require an equivalent unbraced length KL for buckling checks. Currently the unbraced length
used for the gusset compression checks is the unbraced length at the center of the Whitmore section (L2 as shown
in the image below).

The K value used for the Gusset plate is assumed to be 0.50 for gussets that are supported along two edges and 1.2
for gussets supported along only one edge (i.e. Chevron brace configurations).

Graphical View of the Whitmore Section
RISAConnection includes toggle buttons to view the Whitmore Section and unbraced length. These are available on
the 2D Side View graphical view for vertical brace connections.
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Note:
l

The outline of the Whitmore Section will be green when the geometry can be verified. If the outline extends
beyond the extents of the connection the outline will display as red to indicate that the Whitmore area calculation cannot be completed.

Wide Flange Brace Members with Clip Angle Gusset Connections
When a brace member is defined as a Wide Flange, it will connect to the gusset plate using claw (clip) angles.
Because of the complexity of the brace to gusset connection, it is no longer appropriate to assume that the axial load
is applied along the centerline of the brace. Instead, the load on the gusset plate is proportional to the cross sectional area of the connection element. This design methodology comes from Example II.C-2 from the AISC Design
Examples Version 14.1.
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Wide Flange Brace Connection Whitmore Section Assumptions
When the brace is in compression, RISAConnection will conservatively calculate the Whitmore section and unbraced
length based on the connection between the gusset and the claw angles.
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Wide Flange Brace Connection Plate Tearout Assumptions
When the brace is in tension, RISAConnection will calculate the Overall Plate Tearout with the following assumptions:
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l

When the claw angles are longer than the web plate:

l

When the claw angles are shorter than the web plate:
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Connection Eccentricity
Many of the diagonal brace connections result in a small connection eccentricity. This eccentricity may be minor for
cases like the thickness of a plate (e.g. HSS brace with an end-tee or slotted plate connection), or it may be more significant (e.g WT brace with its flange bolted to the gusset plate). The design codes are not entirely clear on how to
address this. Therefore, RISAConnection has used material outside the code specifications to arrive at the following
design procedure:

Minor Eccentricities
When the eccentricity is the thickness of a single plate or gusset, then the program considers this eccentricity in the
connection design using a procedure given in AISC Design Guide 24, Hollow Structural Section Connections. Section
5.2 of this design guide covers End Tee connections and gives formulas 5-1 and 5-2 to address the issue of interaction between the compression or tension in the tee stem and the flexure due to the connection eccentricity.

Major Eccentricities
Single angle braces or WT braces where the flange of the WT is connected to the gusset plate will generally result in
more significant eccentricities. While the code is silent on this subject, RISAConnection chooses to ignore this
moment in the design of the connection itself. For more information on this assumption, see the article "Horizontal
Bracing" by Dowswell, Brice, and Blain from the July 2010 issue of Modern Steel Construction. The idea is that the
moment will be primarily resisted by the brace member instead of connection. The program will report the magnitude of this moment so that the engineer may manually include it in the design of the brace member itself.
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Seismic Vertical Brace Connections
Design for seismic vertical brace connection detailing is done per the AISC Seismic Design Manual, 3rd Edition & 2nd
Edition which contains the AISC 341-16/10 Seismic Provisions for Structural Steel Buildings.
The following seismic connections are available:
l

Braced Frame Systems:
o Vertical Diagonal Brace Connection (OCBF & SCBF)
o Chevron Brace Connection (OCBF & SCBF)

l

Moment Frame Systems:
o See the Seismic Moment Connections topic for information on which seismic moment frame connections are available.

Note:
l
l

l

Unless otherwise specified, all code references below are to AISC 341-16 and AISC 358-16.
Seismic design in RISAConnection is limited to the current edition of the US design code. No results will be
given if you select any other design code.
Seismic vertical brace design is only available for concentric braced connections. An error will be reported if
the brace work point eccentricity exceeds dbeam/10. This is an arbitrary internal tolerance to limit the eccentricity.

How to Create a Seismic Vertical Brace Connection
Starting from Scratch in the Stand-Alone Version
If you are using RISAConnection as a stand-alone program, then you can define your seismic vertical brace connection as follows:
1. Start a new model and select your Vertical Brace connection type. Applicable connection types are:
a. Vertical Brace Diagonal Connection
b. Vertical Brace Chevron Connection
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2. Select your Seismic System.

3. Enter the appropriate seismic input.

4. Seismic braces will be designed for the maximum case of tension and compression loading. Therefore you
must also enter the brace tension and compression loads. See below for more details on how the braces are
designed.
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Importing a Connection from a RISA-3D Model
If you are using the integration between RISA-3D and RISAConnection to create your model, then you can define
your seismic connection as follows:
1. If you are using RISA-3D on its own, then you must apply both a "Brace Seismic" Connection Rule and a
Seismic Design Rule to the member.

2. Make sure to solve in RISA-3D for your seismic detailing results. If you do not have seismic detailing results
in RISA-3D, then the information cannot be exported to RISAConnection. For more information about seismic
detailing results, see the RISA-3D Help file topic "Seismic Detailing".
3. When exported into RISAConnection, the program will determine the Connection Type, Seismic System ,
seismic input values, and governing brace tensile and compressive axial loads based on the applied Seismic
Design Rule and the RISA-3D solution results. Once in RISAConnection, these cannot be changed.
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Determining the Seismic System
The integration between programs uses the following "translation" to determine the Seismic System:

RISA-3D Imported Loads
Due to the nature of seismic brace design, the design loads for the connection are not always based on a load combination from RISA-3D. Therefore, the results for an integrated RISA-3D model will not report a governing load combination. Please see the Consideration of Input or Imported Loads section below.

Note:
l

It is not possible to import a vertical brace connection from RISAFloor since RISAFloor does not allow diagonal members.

Seismic Input Values
The following seismic input values are available for seismic vertical brace connections:
l

l
l

Gusset Plate Clearance - Gusset plate clearance option for the accommodation of the brace buckling check.
o The options are a 2t Linear Offset and a 8t Elliptical Offset.
o This selection is only applicable to vertical diagonal brace SCBF connections.
o See below for more information on the Seismic Gusset Plate Rotation Capacity/Clearance check.
Brace Length - Brace member length
Brace K Factor - Brace effective length factor, K
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l

Ca Beam Ratio - Ratio of required strength to available strength of beam members in vertical diagonal brace
connections. This value is used per AISC 341-16 Table D1.1 to calculate the width to thickness ratios.
o Because of the multiple possible load cases in seismic braces, it is not clear within RISAConnection
which Pu/Pa (axial load in the beam) to use to calculate this value. Therefore, we ask for this as a customer input based upon your engineering judgment.

Limitations- Seismic Vertical Braces
Below is a list of limitations regarding the seismic vertical brace design:
l
l
l
l

l
l

l

Seismic design is not supported under the Canadian design code.
Seismic design is not supported under the AISC 341-05 (1st edition) Seismic Design Manual.
RISAConnection does not design stability bracing per AISC 341-16 section D1.2.
Code provisions for limitations on the spacing of connectors for double angle members are not checked at
this time.
Code provisions for Seismically isolated structures are not currently considered.
For diagonal braced connections, the beam axial force is calculated based on the assumption that you have
an equal ("paired") connection on the opposite side of a frame. Please see the Story Force calculation below
for details on this calculation.
SCBF Vertical Brace Connections will automatically set the gusset to column and gusset to beam connections
to a direct weld. This is necessary in order to properly calculate the geometry of the offset hinge lines for the
Seismic Gusset Rotation Capacity/Clearance check.

Seismic Brace Design Force Calculations
Seismic vertical brace connections must consider several possible envelops of loading. This is necessary in order to
meet the following two requirements:
l

l

Per AISC 341-16 Chapter F, the connection may be required to be designed to the expected strength of the
brace.
The braces must be designed for tension and compression loading (i.e. the connection must be able to withstand reversible loading).

This complicated procedure makes seismic vertical braces unlike any other connection in the program. For RISA-3D
integrated models this means that there is not always a governing load combination that controls the design. For
stand-alone models, this means that the input brace loads are not always the governing loads used to design the connection.

Consideration of Input or Imported Brace Loads
First, the input (or RISA-3D imported) loads are compared to the expected brace strengths per the AISC 341-16.
Depending on if the connection is an OCBF or a SCBF the governing design forces may be the calculated expected
strength of the brace, rather than the input/imported loads. This comparison is displayed in detail in the Controlling Load Combination calculation on the Seismic tab of the results report:
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For more details on the specifics of this calculation, please see the OCBF and SCBF sections below.

Seismic Loading Directions
Once the controlling brace loads in tension and compression are determined, the connection also must consider the
application of these controlling loads to the connection in all possible cases (i.e. the connection must consider
applied loading and opposite/reversible loading).
For OCBF frames, there are just two directions to consider. Because SCBF connections require both a pre- and postbuckling strength analysis, there will be four directions to consider. Please see the chart below for clarification. For
more information on the two types of analyses (i and ii) for SCBF, please see SCBF Connection Strength, below.
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The applicable directional loading cases are reported in the Seismic Loading Combinations line of the Seismic tab
of the results report.

Design Force Calculations per Loading Direction
The loads at each sub-connection interface (gusset/column. gusset/beam, beam/column) are then calculated per the
Uniform Force Method for each loading direction case. The full details of each of these calculations are shown in the
Seismic Load Distribution Calculations on the Seismic tab of the results report.
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Governing Design Forces
Finally, the governing design forces at each sub-connection interface are reported in the Seismic Load Distribution
Calc. (Governing) on the Seismic tab of the results report. The controlling case is reported in the description on
the right. As you can see from this procedure, the governing loads at each interface do not necessarily all come from
the same load combination (for integrated models) or even directional load case.
These are the same forces that you will see reported in the yellow box at the top of each sub-interface tab in the results report.
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Each sub-connection interface is then checked for all limit states (tension and compression) per these governing
design loads. If a limit state applies to both tension and compression loading, it will be checked against the largest
demand value.
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OCBF Connection Strength
AISC Seismic Provisions for Structural Steel Buildings (AISC 341-16) chapter F1 gives the design requirements for
designing OCBF seismic brace connections.
Per AISC 341-16 section F1.6a, the required design strength of an OCBF brace connection shall be the load from the
governing overstrength load combination. Per the exception, this does not need to exceed the expected strengths in
tension (section F1.6a(a)) or the expected strength in compression (F1.6a(b)). Exception on oversized holes (F1.6a
(c)) is not currently considered.
Therefore, in RISAConnection, the governing design load (in tension or compression) is calculated as the minimum
of the expected strength of the brace and the user-input brace axial load.
These calculations are shown in detail under the Controlling Load Calculation check on the Seismic tab of the results report.

SCBF Connection Strength
AISC Seismic Provisions for Structural Steel Buildings (AISC 341-16) chapter F2 gives the design requirements for
designing SCBF seismic brace connections.
Per AISC 3410-16 section F2.3, we are required to consider the following two analyses of the connection:
i. An analysis in which all braces are assumed to resist forces corresponding to their expected strength in tension or compression.
ii. An analysis in which all braces in tension are assumed to resist their expected strength and all braces in compression are assumed to resist their expected post-buckling strength. This is taken as 30% of the expected
strength in compression.
RISAConnection considers these analysis methods in the load cases. The design strength used for each load case is
described below.
Design Tensile Strength
Per AISC 341-16 section F2.6c(1), the required tensile strength of a SCBF brace connection shall be the expected
strength in tension .
Although AISC 341-16 section F2.6c(1)(b) says that the required tensile strength may come from the maximum load
effect indicated by analysis, RISAConnection does not allow input axial loading to override the calculated expected
strength in tension per F2.6c(1)(a). This is because the analysis methods specifically stated by the code (see Commentary to section F2.6c(1)) are not possible with RISA products. Therefore, the program always designs to the full
expected yield strength in tension.
Design Compressive Strength
Per AISC 341-16 section F2.6c(2), the required compressive strength of a SCBF brace connection shall be taken as
1.1 times the expected strength in compression for LRFD or (1.1/1.5) times the expected strength in compression
for ASD. Therefore, in RISAConnection, the governing design compressive load is calculated as the following:
l

l

Method (i) - Based on Expected Brace Strength:
o P
des_ci = (1.1) * Pexpected (LRFD)
o P
des_ci = (1.1/1.5) *P expected (ASD)
Method (ii) - Based on Expected Post-Buckling Strength:
o P
des_cii = (1.1)*(0.3)*Pexpected (LRFD)
o P
des_ciI = (1.1/1.5)*(0.3) *P expected (ASD)

These calculations are shown in detail under the Controlling Load Calculation check on the Seismic tab of the results report.

Note:
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l

SCBF Vertical Brace Connections will automatically set the gusset to column and gusset to beam connections
to a direct weld. This is necessary in order to properly calculate the geometry of the offset hinge lines for the
Seismic Gusset Rotation Capacity/Clearance check.

Additional Considerations of Seismic Brace Force Distribution
In addition to the procedures and provisions listed above, the following assumptions are considered when checking
seismic vertical brace connections.

Connections with One Brace (Above or Below)
For diagonal brace connections where there is only one brace (either above or below), the program will calculate
the controlling brace design force in tension and the controlling brace design force in compression.
Then, the program will calculate the associated forces at each sub-connection interface. This is done considering
multiple loading cases to account for the various combinations of possible loading on the connection. Please see the
chart above for a detailed description of the various directional load cases that RISAConnection will consider.
The sub-connection limit states will then be checked against the governing tension and compression forces from
each of the possible loading cases.

Note:
l

l

For limit states that apply to both tension and compression loading, the governing (maximum) value will be
considered.
Some limit states are compared to the resultant of the sub-interface shear and axial load. In these cases, a resultant value is considered per directional load case. This is to ensure that the resultant is a realistic combination (i.e. V & P loads are from the same load case).

Connection with Braces Above and Below
For brace connections with two braces (either chevron connections, or diagonal braces with two brace members)
the program will calculate the controlling brace design force in tension and the controlling brace design force in
compression for each brace.
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Then, the program will calculate the associated forces at each sub-connection interface. This is done considering
multiple loading cases to account for the various combinations of possible loading on the connection. Please see the
chart above for a detailed description of the various directional load cases that RISAConnection will consider.
The sub-connection limit states will then be checked against the governing tension and compression forces from
each of the possible loading cases.

Note:
l

When calculating forces at the Beam to Column sub-connection interface in a vertical diagonal brace, the program considers the beam axial and shear forces as part of the summation. Due to the procedure described
above, the seismic beam axial force will vary depending on the seismic load case being considered. Therefore, the user-entered Beam Axial Load is not used in this calculation. We cannot rely on the user-input
Beam Axial Load because it does not correspond to the lateral-only load cases. Instead, RISAConnection utilizes an approximate method to derive this force from theAISC Seismic Design Manual example 5.3.5 (see page
5-158). Please see the Story Force topic below for details on how we calculate these forces and what assumptions are made.

l

The user-input Beam Shear Load is used in the Beam to Column interaction forces. Per AISC Seismic Design
Manual example 5.3.5 (see page 5-158), the required shear comes from the gravity loading cases, so it will not
vary with the seismic load cases.

Story Force Calculations
When calculating forces at the Beam to Column sub-connection interface in a vertical diagonal brace, the program
considers the beam axial and shear forces as part of the summation. Due to the fact that RISAConnection is running
multiple load cases of possible loading, we cannot rely on the user-input Beam Axial Load for this calculation.
Therefore, RISAConnection utilizes an approximate method used in AISC Seismic Design Manual example 5.3.5 (see
page 5-158).
This method assumes that the connection is part of a frame which has an equal and opposite connection across
from it. Using the brace forces calculated in the Controlling Load Calculation, RISAConnection will calculate the
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beam axial force at the connection as half of the Story Force in the frame. The details of this calculation are included
in the Seismic Load Distribution Calc. for each directional load case.

Note:
l

This only applies to vertical diagonal brace connections.

The calculation is based on simple geometry. Details for each case are shown below.

Single Brace Member

Two Brace Members
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Seismic Vertical Brace Checks
After the governing forces are determined, using the methods discussed above, the governing forces will be reported on each sub-connection tab of the results report.

Because seismic vertical braces design for both tension and compression forces, the resulting limit states will
include both tension and compression checks. If any check is designed for both tension and compression loading,
the limit state will be checked against the maximum calculated load.

Notes:
l

SCBF connections are designed to provide significant inelastic deformation capacity through brace buckling
and brace yielding. Therefore, the design the columns, beams, and connection elements to the governing
expected brace strength in compression and tension (see AISC 341-16 section F2.6c). However, the braces
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themselves are designed to the input loads (assumed to be your static load combination analysis results).
This means that if your input Brace Tensile Axial load is set to zero, the Brace Tensile Yield and Brace
Tensile Rupture limit states will be omitted.

Seismic Tab
The following seismic checks are included on the Seismic tab of the report.
Controlling Load CalculationThis "check" presents the details of the calculations which determine the brace design forces.
Seismic Loading DirectionsThis "check" presents the details of the appropriate loading directions.
Seismic Load Distribution Calculations (Loading Direction XX) This "check" presents the details of load distribution per the brace design loading direction XX.
Seismic Load Distribution Calculations (Governing) This "check" presents the governing loads at each sub-connection interface per all applicable loading directions.
Seismic Joint FastenersThis checks ensures the code requirements in AISC 341-16 section D2.2(b) which says that "bolts and welds shall not
be designed to share force in a joint". OCBF and SCBF vertical diagonal brace connections must have either all
bolted or all welded connections.
Seismic Workpoint LimitationsThis check verifies that the connection is a concentric brace connection by limiting the workpoint eccentricity to an
arbitrary threshold of dbeam/10. If the workpoint eccentricity exceeds this limit, the check will fail which means the
connection does not meet the requirements of AISC 341-16 section F1.2 or F2.2 which says that seismic brace design
is only applicable to concentric vertical brace connections.
Seismic Yield Stress Limitations This check includes material geometry limits from the AISC 341-16 section A3.1.
Seismic Brace SlendernessThis check includes slenderness limits from the AISC 341-16 section F1 for OCBF and section F2.5b for SCBF.
Seismic Width to Thickness RatiosThis check includes width to thickness ratio checks per AISC 341-16, Table D1.1.
Check Seismic Brace AreaThis check is only applicable to SCBF braces that are slotted over the gusset plate. The check calculates the amount
of additional reinforcement that must be added to the brace in order to ensure that the brace has significant
strength to resist the high expected loads (see AISC 341-16 section F2.5b(c)). The calculation procedure is based on
that found in example 5.3.8 of the AISC Seismic Design Manual (page 5-232).
At this time, the program only reports the amount of reinforcement that must be added. A later version will include
the option to add reinforcing bars to the connection.
Seismic Rotational DuctilityThis check includes plate thickness check per AISC 341-16 section F2.6b(a) which accounts for the check against rotational ductility requirements. Page 5-122 of the AISC Seismic Design Manual says that simple connections per Part
10 of the AISC Steel Design Manual meet this requirement. Therefore, this check is done to the requirements of Part
10. This is only applicable to SCBF connections.
Seismic Gusset Rotation Capacity/Clearance-

210

RISAConnection v12.0

Seismic Vertical Brace Connections
Per the User Note in AISC 341-16 section F2.6c(3)(b), accommodation of inelastic rotation is typically accomplished
by terminating the brace before the line of restraint. The commentary on this section suggests a 2t linear offset.
This check includes verification of this suggested geometry. This is only applicable to SCBF connections.
Page 5-338 of the AISC Seismic Design Manual (and many other technical references) suggest using an elliptical line
on vertical brace connections to achieve a more compact gusset plate. Instead of the 2*tp Linear option, you may
select the 8*tp Elliptical method for SCBF vertical brace connections. This option is available with the Seismic
Input parameters.
Note:
l

When you select a SCBF vertical brace connection, the program automatically sets your gusset to column and
gusset to beam connections to direct weld. No bolted clip angles are allowed. This limitation is required in
order for the program to correctly calculate the offset hinge lines for the Seismic Gusset Rotation Capacity/Clearance check.

2t Linear Limit

RISAConnection checks to make sure that the hinge line distance is between 2*tp (the lower limit suggested by the
AISC 360-16) and 4*tp (an upper limit suggested in the Steel Tips article "Seismic Detailing of Gusset Plates for Special Concentrically Braced Frames" by Astaneh-Asl, Cochran, and Sabelli.
8t Elliptical Limit

When the 8t Elliptical option is selected, this limit state will check to verify that the hinge line distance is 8*tgusset
or greater from the elliptical hinge line.
Note:
l

The 8t Elliptical Offset option is not available for tapered gusset plates.

Graphical View of the Hinge Line

The hinge line will be displayed in yellow on the 2D View of the connection.
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Seismic Weld StrengthPer page 5-357of the AISC Seismic Design Manual, interface welds at the gusset to beam and gusset to column connections should be designed for the expected tensile strength of the gusset plate. Therefore the Required load for
this check will always be equal to Ry*Fy*tplate. This is only applicable to SCBF connections.

Seismic Detailing DXF Output
In addition to the regular DXF output, the seismic connections will include:
l
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Identification of the seismic system.
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Base Plate Connections
The program includes two kinds of Base Plate Connections:
l
l

Column Base Plate
Brace to Column Base Plate

The Column Base Plate connection is a rectangular steel plate welded to the bottom of a steel column. The steel
plate sits on the top of a concrete support (with or without a grout pad between). The plate is bolted to the concrete with headed bolts that are embedded in the concrete. Options for modeling and designing these connections
are described below.

The Brace into Column Base Plate connection is the same as the Base Plate connection above with a vertical
brace gusset framing into either the column web or flange. Options for modeling and designing these connections
are described below.

How to Create a Base Plate Connection
Starting from Scratch in the Stand-Alone Version
If you are using RISAConnection as a stand-alone program, then you can define a Base Plate connection as follows:
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1. Start a new model and select the Base Plate connection type.

2. Enter the appropriate input to define the geometry and connection details.
3. Click on the Reports tab to view the design Results.

Importing a Connection from a RISA-3D Model
If you are using RISAConnection integration with RISA-3D, then you can define a base plate connection as follows:
1. Create a base plate Connection Rule and apply it to the bottom end of your column member in RISA-3D. See
the RISA-3D Help menu for more assistance with this.
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2. Solve your RISA-3D model then use the Director tool t o export to RISAConnection.
3. When exported into RISAConnection, the program will determine the Connection Type, Base plate Fixity,
loading, and member sizes based on the RISA-3D solution results. Once in RISAConnection, these cannot be
changed.

Importing a Connection from a RISAFloor Model
If you are using RISAConnection integration with RISAFloor, then you can define a base plate connection as follows:
1. Create a Base Plate Connection Rule and apply it as the Splice Connection at the bottom-most floor level in
RISAFloor. See the RISAFloor Help menu for more assistance with this.

2. Solve your RISAFloor model then use the Director tool t o export to RISAConnection.
3. When exported into RISAConnection, the program will determine the Connection Type, Baseplate Fixity,
loading, and member sizes based on the RISAFloor solution results. Once in RISAConnection, these cannot be
changed.

Limitations- Base Plate Connections
Below is a list of limitations for Base Plate design:
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Currently base plate connection design is only supported for US codes (AISC 360-05, AISC 360-10, and
AISC 360-16).
The steel column must be a Wide Flange, Tube, or Pipe shape type.
Braces must be HSS Tube, HSS Pipe, Channel, WT, Double Angle, or Single Angle sections.
The column must be centered on the base plate.
The base plate must be centered on the concrete support.
The base plate must be rectangular.
The concrete support must be rectangular and may not be smaller than the steel base plate.
The self-weight of the base plate and the anchor bolts are ignored.
No seismic design is done at this time.
No anchorage checks are done at this time.
Bolt Prying is not checked at this time.

Input Properties
The following inputs are available to define your Base Plate connection:
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Gusset to Column Orientation
This entry is only applicable for the Brace to Column Base Plate Connection type. It controls which side of the
column the brace/gusset frames into (web or flange).

Brace Location
This entry is only applicable for the Brace to Column Base Plate Connection type. It controls which side of the
column the brace/gusset attaches to. This is important for connections with singly-symmetric anchor bolt layouts.

Bolt Layouts
The following bolt layouts are currently available:
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l

Four - This option defaults to one bolt at each corner of the plate.

l

Six - This option defaults to three bolts on two opposite sides of the plate. The user can indicate whether the
bolts go on the "Strong Axis" or "Weak Axis" using the Layout Option entry.

l

Eight - This option defaults the eight bolts equally around each side of the plate.
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l

Custom - This option allows you to create a custom anchor bolt layout where the program can perform calculations up to 18 bolts.

Accessing the Custom Bolt Layout Editor
After setting the Bolt Layout to ‘Custom’ You can access the custom bolt layout by either double clicking the anchor
bolts in the graphical interface or clicking the triple dots within the <Bolts Coordinates…> cell in the Anchors input.
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Custom Bolt Layout Editor Functionality
Within the custom anchor bolt layout editor, you can perform several basic functions to customize your anchor bolt
layout.

Selection
You can use the cursor to graphically click and select any of the displayed bolts. The corresponding anchor bolt
coordinates will be highlighted in the Anchor Bolt Coordinates table to the right. Similarly, you can click and select a
bolt from within the coordinates table on the right and the corresponding bolt will be selected in the graphical view.
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You can also select multiple bolts by holding the Ctrl key and selecting several bolts within the graphical view
and/or coordinates table. If you have a bolt selected and hold the Shift key and select another bolt, all the bolts chronologically in between will also be selected. For example, in the example below, if you have bolt #2 selected, hold
the shift key and select bolt #8 (graphically or in the coordinate table) all the bolts in between will be selected.
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Add/Delete Bolts

Use the

buttons to add or remove anchor bolts.

Undo/Redo

Use the

buttons to undo or redo changes made within the custom anchor bolt layout editor.

Anchor Bolt Template Generators

Use the
to quickly generate anchor bolts in various layouts.
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Move/Rotate Bolts

Use the

buttons to move or rotate the anchor bolts.

Drawing Grid

Use the
grid.

buttons to toggle the display of the drawing grid and custom the increments of the drawing

Plate Washers
This option allows you to select whether or not washers are present. When present, they will have a fillet weld to
the base plate around their entire perimeter.

Loading
The following loading options are available:
Axial - positive magnitude denotes compression, negative magnitude denotes tension.
Strong Axis Shear - Shear load along the weak axis of the column which causes strong axis bending.
Weak Axis Shear - Shear load along the strong axis of the column which causes weak axis bending.
Strong Axis Moment - Moment about the strong axis of the column (only applicable to "Fixed" base plates).
Weak Axis Moment - Moment about the weak axis of the column (only applicable to "Fixed" base plates).

Note:
l

Self-weight of the base plate and anchor bolts are ignored because they are relatively insignificant to the
applied loading.

Tapered Gusset Plates
This entry is only applicable for the Brace to Column Base Plate Connection type. By default brace gusset plates
are rectangular, but you may enter tapered dimensions if you prefer to have the gusset plate cut back. To select this,
simply set "Tapered" to "Yes" under the Gusset plate entry. The inputs are similar to those for all vertical braces.
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WorkPoint Location
This entry is only applicable for the Brace to Column Base Plate Connection type. It controls the position of the
brace to column workpoint. This may be moved up and down along the column's center-line, or left to right along
the base plate. This effects the calculation of the applied loads at each sub-connection interface per the AISC Design
Guide 29 methodology.
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Design Methodology
RISAConnection uses a modified version of the design methodology prescribed in AISC Design Guide 1 (2nd Edition,
2nd Printing) to design column base plates. The broad concept of this methodology is that yield lines are assumed
where plate bending occurs, and the concrete bearing stress is assumed to be uniform at locations outside of those
yield lines. The only significant modification to the AISC method is that plate side-bending is also considered (bending of the plate perpendicular to the bending moment applied to the plate). This modification is implemented per
the article "Two-Way Bending of Base Plates under Uni-axial Moment Loading - Alternative Approach", published in
AISC's Engineering Journal, Fourth Quarter 2014 (Volume 51, No. 4).
The base plate is analyzed independently for each bending direction, even if bi-axial moments are applied for the
same load combination. This is because there is currently no widely accepted method other than finite element analysis for determining the bearing pressure geometry and the anchor bolt forces under bi-axial bending. Results are
presented independently for both bending directions, and it is up to the user to judge what the combined interaction effects would be.

Anchor Bolt Forces and Bearing Length, Y
The anchor bolt forces are determined from a free body diagram currently with the Bearing Length, Y. Using the following geometry, the program solves multiple force equilibrium equations simultaneously to determine the forces
in the anchor bolts experiencing tension and the concrete bearing length. The following equations/ figures are an
example of this calculation being done for 3 rows of bolts in tension.
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Certain configurations involving large moments and small base plates can make the algebraic equation used to
determine the anchor bolt forces unsolvable. When this happens the program does not report forces, and shows the
base plate as failing. Even if a solution could be found through more advanced math, the base plate would fail under
these conditions anyway, so the plate must be up-sized whenever this happens.

Brace to Base Plate Design
Brace to Column Base Plate connections design the base plate using the same design assumptions as above. Additional checks of the gusset, brace, and interaction between the gusset and the column/plate are per the direction of
the AISC Design Guide 26: Vertical Bracing Connections - Analysis and Design section 4.3.
The Design Guide methodology assumes:
l

l
l

Empirical equations are used to determine the load distribution from the brace axial load to the loading on
the gusset to base plate and gusset to column interfaces.
The gusset to base plate is assumed to only resist shear (no axial).
Similar to the vertical Diagonal Brace Connection, the sub-connections (gusset to brace, gusset to column, gusset to base plate, and column to base plate) are all designed independently per the empirically determined
loads.

Limitations:
l
l
l

Currently, the program only supports one brace connected to the column (web or flange).
Column stiffeners are not yet available.
Base Plate extensions are not yet available.

Base Plate Design Checks
Using the methods discussed above the design forces are calculated and then checked against the applicable limit
states in the results report.
The following checks are included on the report:
Geometry RestrictionsThis check includes the following material geometry limits:

224

RISAConnection v12.0

Base Plate Connections

l

Bolt spacing and edge distance restrictions come from the AISC 341-10 section J3.. If you use Extra Oversized (XOVS) bolt holes, there is not specific code reference for minimum edge distance, so RISAConnection
uses the following limit:

l

Anchor hole encroachment checks to make sure that the fillet weld around the column does not overlap
the anchor bolt hole. This is a basic geometry check.
Plate washer width restriction from the AISC 303-10 section 7.5.1. If you use Extra Oversized (XOVS) bolt
holes, the hole diameter is taken from AISC 360-10 Table C-J9.1.
Plate washer weld edge distance checks to make sure that the plate washer fillet weld does not hang over
the edge of the base plate. This is interpreted using the "shelf dimension" stipulated in AISC 360-10 section
J2.2b.

l

l

Load DistributionThis "check" presents the details of the calculation to determine the bearing length of the plate in each the strong
and the weak axis directions. This is done per the procedure in AISC Design Guide 1 (2nd edition, 2nd printing). For
more information, see the Design Methodology topic above.

Note:
l

This is only applicable to "Fixed" base plate connections.

Concrete BearingThis limit state checks the bearing of the steel plate on the concrete support per ACI 318-14 section 22.8.3.2. This
check includes a Bearing Stress Increase Factor, α which is calculated based on the Effective Concrete Support
Length (L')and Width (W') values. L' and W' are calculated based on the following ratios:
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Note:
l

It is possible for the Concrete Bearing unity check to go to exactly 1.0 when you put a large enough moment
on the plate to engage some anchor bolts in tension. When this occurs, the zone where the concrete is in compression is assumed to be at a uniform compression stress equal to the capacity. This is similar in theory to
the rectangular stress block assumption for concrete beams.

Lateral SlipThis limit state checks if the friction between the steel plate and the concrete is enough to resist the applied shear.
It is only applicable when there is applied shear and when the axial force is in compression (i.e. a positive axial
input). If this limit state "fails" then the program will assume all of the shear is resisted by the anchor bolts instead
and this check will replaced by the Anchor Bolt Shear limit state.
Note:
l

You may disable this check and thereby force all of the shear to be resisted by the anchor bolts by setting the
Static Friction Coefficient (under Base Plate Component input) to zero.

Plate Flexural Yielding (Compression)This limit state checks yielding of the base plate near the compression block. It is checked independently for weak
axis and strong axis bending.
For each bending moment on the column the compression block (shown in red below) causes the plate to bend
about two axes.
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Bending about the 1-1 axis is called "Straight Bending". This bending occurs over the entire length or width of the
plate.
Bending about the 2-2 axis is called "Side Bending". This bending occurs only over the length (Y) of the compression
block. This bending is occurring outside of each of the 2-2 lines.

l

The Straight Bending check is done per AISC Design Guide 1 (2nd edition, 2nd printing) sections 3.1.2 and 3.1.3.
The demand moment (Mpl1) is equal to the total force in the compression block (beyond the 1-1 line) multiplied by the distance of the centroid of that block to the 1-1 line.

l

The Side Bending check is done per the design procedure recommended in the article "Two-Way Bending of
Base Plates under Uni-axial Moment Loading - Alternative Approach", published in AISC's Engineering
Journal, Fourth Quarter 2014 (Volume 51, No. 4). This article recommends using an effective width (beff)
rather than width of the rectangular stress block (Y) to calculate the plate's bending capacity. This is accomplished in RISAConnection by multiplying the demand moment (Mpl2) by a factor (β). See below for the equations used to calculate Beta (β).
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l
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Beta Factor Calculation:
o Strong Axis Bending: β = Y/((Y/2)+n)
o Weak Axis Bending: β = Y/((Y/2)+m)
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The larger of the Straight Bending Moment and the Side Bending Moment (Mpl1, Mpl2) is considered to govern, and
is compared against a unit width bending capacity of the plate for this check.
Plate Flexural Yielding (Tension)This limit state checks the plate bending due to tension in the anchor bolts. The bending moment is calculated as
the bolt tension force multiplied by the moment arm from that bolt to the nearest yield line.
The force in the bolts is determined using simple statics. The column axial tension force is equally divided among
the anchor bolts then added to the force in each bolt due to overturning moment. Free body force distribution is
used to determine the load in each bolt due to overturning. See Design Methodology for a discussion of this procedure and its possible limitations.
The capacity and unity check are then calculated for each bolt and the governing value is reported as the controlling
value.
Anchor Bolt TensionThis limit state checks the available tension strength of the bolts in tension per AISC 360-10 section J3.7. It is
checked independently for weak axis and strong axis bending.
Anchor Bolt ShearThis limit state checks the available shear strength of the bolts per AISC 360-10 section J3.6.
Anchor Bolt BendingThis limit state checks the available tensile stress (calculated per AISC 360-10 section J3.7) against the total required
tensile stress which includes both bending stress and the axial tensile stress from the Anchor Bolt Tension limit
state (when applicable).

Note:
l

This is only applicable if there is both shear in the anchor bolts and Plate Washers are applied.

Anchor Bolt Bearing on Base PlateThis limit state checks the bearing of the anchor bolt (due to the resultant of the shear loads) on the base plate per
AISC 360-10 section J3.10. It is only applicable when there is shear in the anchor bolts and there are no plate washers applied.
Per the suggestions of the AISC Design Guide 1, only two anchor bolts are considered to resist the shear.
Anchor Bolt Bearing on Plate WasherThis limit state checks the bearing of the anchor bolt (due to the resultant of the shear loads) on the plate washer
per AISC 360-10 section J3.10. It is only applicable when there is shear in the anchor bolts and plate washers are
applied.
Plate Washer BendingThis limit state checks the plate washer in bending. The design code gives no direct procedure for this limit state, so
RISAConnection bases it on simple physics. The bending in the plate is similar to that in a cantilever beam. The outside edge is assumed to be fully fixed where the edge is welded to the base plate. The inside edge of the hole is
assumed free where the tension load is applied (at the anchor bolt).
Assuming that the washer is divided into 'n' pie slice segments, the design values are calculated as:
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Plate Washer Punching ShearThis limit state checks the tensile strength of the plate washer against punching shear from anchor bolts in tension.
It is only applicable when at least one anchor bolt is in tension and plate washers have been applied.
Column Weld LimitationsThis checks geometric limitations of the weld at the column to the base plate. See Weld Limitations for more information.
Web Weld LimitationsThis checks geometric limitations of the weld at the column web (for Wide Flange columns only) to the base plate.
See Weld Limitations for more information.
Flange Weld LimitationsThis checks geometric limitations of the weld at the column flange (for Wide Flange columns only) to the base plate.
See Weld Limitations for more information.
Plate Washer Weld LimitationsThis checks geometric limitations of the weld at the plate washers to the base plate. See Weld Limitations for more
information.
Column Web Weld StrengthThis checks the weld strength at the column web to the base plate. See weld strength for more information.
Column Flange Weld StrengthThis checks the weld strength at the column flange to the base plate. See weld strength for more information.
Plate Washer Weld StrengthThis checks the weld strength at the plate washer to the base plate. See weld strength for more information.
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Additional Brace to Base Plate Design Checks
In addition to the checks described above, the following checks are also included when you use the Brace to Column
Base Plate connection type:
Loading at Gusset to ColumnThis check is available on the Gusset/Column tab of the Results report to show the full details of the loads calculation at this sub-connection interface. This is done per the design methodology of section 4.3 of the AISC Design
Guide 29: Vertical Bracing Connections - Analysis and Design.
Loading at Base PlateThis check is available on the Base Plate tab of the Results report to show the full details of the loads calculation at
this sub-connection interface. This is done per the design methodology of section 4.3 of the AISC Design Guide 29:
Vertical Bracing Connections - Analysis and Design.
Column Web BendingThis check is available on the Gusset/Column tab of the Results report. Per AISC Design Guide 29: Vertical Bracing Analysis and Design section 4.3, the web of a Wide Flange column (or the wall of a HSS Tube column) must be
designed for the out of plane bending. Equation (4-17) in the Design Guide calculates the amount of out of plane
load that the web can carry per yield line analysis. RISAConnection compares this allowable value to the applied
moment due to eccentricity on the column web.
Note:
l

l

Wide Flange columns use an effective length factor of k = 4+2√(2) +6(L/h) +(h/L). See page 39 of the Design
Guide for more information on the other variables.
For HSS Tube column walls, RISAConnection assumes that the wall is fixed to the flanges, and therefore takes
k = (h/L) + 8(L/h) +8. See page 39 of the Design Guide for more information on the other variables.
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RISAFloor and RISA-3D Integration
RISAConnection has the ability to integrate with RISAFloor and RISA-3D. The integration involves importing all geometry, member sizes, design specifications, and loading into RISAConnection seamlessly from RISAFloor and/or
RISA-3D. To learn how to take the model into RISAConnection, view the RISAConnection Integration topic within
the RISAFloor or RISA-3D help file. This portion of the help file will explain how everything works on the RISAConnection side.
When first coming into RISAConnection from RISAFloor or RISA-3D you will see that the file is populated with all of
the VALID connections. Thus, only connections that RISAConnection can actually design will be brought over. Exporting to RISAConnection from RISAFloor or RISA-3D will create a RISAConnection file (with a .rcn extension) that will
have the same name as the RISAFloor or RISA-3D model and will be located in the same directory.

Notes:
l

l

l

See the RISAConnection Integration topic within the RISAFloor and RISA-3D help file for more information
on connection limitations.
It is necessary for RISAConnection and RISA3D/RISAFloor to be running at the same User Account Control
privilege level in order for the two programs to properly communicate with each other. If RISAConnection is
started via RISA3D/RISAFloor it will be running at the same privilege level. However, if opening both programs manually make sure the privileges are the same to guarantee proper behavior.
For details on the requirements to export a seismic connection from RISA-3D, see the Seismic Connection
Detailing topic.

Connection Grouping
Once you have imported your information in RISAConnection, you will see that the connections are grouped in the
Project Explorer.

The groups in RISAConnection are based on the Connection Rules from RISAFloor and RISA-3D. Within each Connection Rule, however, there are also groupings based on whether the members are lateral vs gravity and whether a
column/beam connection frames into the web or flange of the column. Therefore, a single connection rule could
potentially create as many as four groupings in RISAConnection.
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A Lateral member is a member that has been defined in RISAFloor as Lateral, or is a 3D-only member.
A Gravity member is a member defined in RISAFloor as Gravity.
The grouping is also dependent on the Shape Type used in the connection. Here is a breakdown:

Shear Tab, Clip Angle and End Plate Connections
l
l
l
l

Each column shape type (Tube, Pipe, WF) will get its own group.
Wide flange columns will be split into Flange and Web groups.
Tube columns will all be grouped together.
Pipe columns will all be grouped together

Note:
l

l

The “Bolted to Column” sub-option for clip angles and end plates is invalid for tube and pipe columns and a
warning will be generated.
Clip angle and end plate connections are invalid on pipe shapes and a warning will be generated.

Vertical Brace and Chevron Connections
l

l

l

All vertical brace connections which have similar brace shape types (L, LL, WT, HSS, Pipe, WF, Channels) set
as top-only, bottom-only, or both will be in their own group.
All chevron brace connections which have similar brace shape types (L, LL, WT, HSS, Pipe, WF, Channels) will
be in their own group.
All brace connections where the top and bottom brace are different shape types are invalid for integration
and will give a warning message.

Grouping Behavior
In the Project Explorer there are three levels: Project level, Group level, and Connection level. These levels are nested within each other and allow you to change design and connection properties quickly and easily. There are also
properties that can only be changed within RISAFloor or RISA-3D. Here we will discuss these different connection
property categories and how to use them properly.

RISAFloor and RISA-3D Level
Items that can only be modified from RISAFloor or RISA-3D
l
l

Design Method (ASD or LRFD).
Grouping of Connections: If you wish to move a connection to a different connection group then you must go
into RISAFloor or RISA-3D and modify that member end's Connection Rule.
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l

l

Properties that are defined within the Connection Rules of RISAFloor or RISA-3D. These currently consist of
whether the connections are welded or bolted to each other. If you wish change from bolted to welded or
vice versa you must also do this within RISAFloor or RISA-3D.
Properties that are defined within the Seismic Design Rules of RISA-3D (if it is a seismic connection type).

If you wish to modify any of these properties you need to go back to the RISAFloor or RISA-3D model, make the
change, and then re-export to RISAConnection.

Project Level
When you click the project label in the Project Explorer, the Project Properties are then shown.
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Here you can update information in the Project Description fields and some of the options from the Global Settings - Solution tab.
Note:
l

When you click the Project in the Project Explorer the left screen shows all of the groups in the project and
gives a representative view of each.

Group Level
When you click on a Group in the Project Explorer then the Group Properties are shown.
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In the Group Properties you can modify connection properties for all of the connections within this group at one
time. The grayed out properties are properties brought over directly from RISAFloor and RISA-3D; these properties
can not be edited in RISAConnection.
If an item is labeled -Various- it means that there are multiple values in this field for the different connections in
this group.

Note:

236

RISAConnection v12.0

RISAFloor and RISA-3D Integration

l

l

If you have changed individual connection properties and then go back to the group, changes here will overwrite any of those individual connection changes.
When you click a Group in the Project Explorer the left screen shows all of the connections graphically in
that group.

Connection Level
When you click on an individual connection, that connection's properties are shown.

The grayed out properties within an individual connection may be either RISAFloor/3D controlled, Project level controlled, or Group level controlled. You must go up to those levels to change these properties for these connections.
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Loading/Load Combinations
All load combinations from RISAFloor and RISA-3D that have the Connection check-box selected in the Load Combinations spreadsheet will be brought into RISAConnection. There is a Load Combination drop-down in the upperright hand corner. This drop down is only available when looking at an individual connection. You can scroll
through the load combinations and viewing the loading and results for each. The load combinations are renumbered
because it is possible to bring load combinations from both RISAFloor and RISA-3D into RISAConnection. Since we
are potentially combining two sets of load combinations, RISAConnection must renumber them for clarity. The program is listed in front of the load combination in the RISAConnection menu as show below ("3D" means that the
combinations came from your RISA-3D model).
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When you are viewing a specific load combination then you can see the forces for the connection in the Loading section. For moment connections you can also see the Top Column Dist, Column Force and Story Shear values that
are brought over from the RISAFloor or RISA-3D model as well. By default, these forces are only available for viewing.

But if you set the Custom Loading flag to "Yes" then you can edit the loads to whatever you want. Just note that
this no longer corresponds to the RISA-3D/RISAFloor loading.

Note:
l

l

When you click an individual connection, the Load Combination menu jumps to the LC which produces the
worst case code check.
The Column Force and Story Shear values are only considered for RISA-3D load combinations.

Solving Connections
Once you get the connections configured properly you need to solve the model. You can solve the model by connection, by group or for the entire project. Every load combination from RISAFloor and RISA-3D will be solved each
time.
There are two ways to access solving options:
1. From the Home tab on the ribbon toolbar:

2. From the right-click menu in the Project Explorer (right-clicking the Project line will solve the entire project, the Group line solves the group, and an individual connection solves that connection only).
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Note:
l

If you are using RISAConnection as a standalone program then these solve buttons have no use because the
model is re-solved automatically each time a change is made.

Viewing Results (in RISAConnection)
Once you have a connection, a group, or the entire project solved you will be able to view results via the Project
Explorer or Reports tab.

Project Explorer
The Project Explorer gives a summary of the design results for the project. Each connection gives a Pass or Fail
notification, along with the Max UC and the LC that produced it.
The Group will state "Pass" if all of the connections within the group passes. It will state "Fail" otherwise.

If a property is changed then the connections whose properties are affected will be invalidated. If you modify a
single connection then the results for that connection will be invalidated and an (N/A) will be shown.
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In this scenario you can simply re-solve that connection to get results again.
If you invalidate a group property then that will invalidate all of the connections within that group. If you invalidate a project property, then it will invalidate all connections in the project.

Reports
The Report view gives the unity checks for the load combination shown in the Load Combination dropdown. The
load combination selected by default is the one that produced the worst case unity check value. The Reports section will show which Limit State produced this value.

If the connection you are viewing has its results invalidated by changing a connection property, then this message
will be shown:

If this message is shown then the results shown are invalid. Pressing this message has the effect of solving that individual connection for all load combinations. The program will then give valid results for this connection.

Viewing Results (in RISAFloor or RISA-3D)
Once you have your connections configured properly you can take those results back to RISAFloor and RISA-3D to
be viewed in the Connection Results browser and graphically. To do this you must have the RISAFloor or RISA-3D
model opened and solved.
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l

Choose File-Export Connection Results.

l

Alternatively, you can simply click the Export to RISA-3D button from the ribbon toolbar.

Round-tripping between RISAFloor/RISA-3D and RISAConnection
The RISAFloor/RISA-3D and RISAConnection integration is meant to be used for multiple round-trips. Items to note
with this integration:
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l

l

l

l

l

Any items that are controlled by RISAFloor or RISA-3D will be overwritten in the RISAConnection file EVERY
time the RISAFloor or RISA-3D model sends results to RISAConnection. This includes loading, section sizes,
connection types, etc.
Items that are controlled by RISAConnection will NOT be overwritten by RISA-3D or RISAFloor. If you have
modified a connection in RISAConnection, these changes will be saved. An exception occurs if you modify the
Connection Rule for a particular member end. In this scenario, the new connections defaults will overwrite
your changes.
To go back and forth between the different programs you must make sure that the files are in the same directory and have the same file name (with different file extensions). You can move files around to work on
them separately, but they must be located together to take advantage of the integration. If you move or
rename the RISAConnection file, then the next time RISAFloor or RISA-3D tries to interact with RISAConnection it will simply create a new file.
Member sections used when round-tripping MUST be saved to the shapes databases. Section that are only
saved to the RISAFloor or RISA-3D file can not be read into RISAConnection. Sections that are saved in the
AISC_BACKUP can not be read either. Connections that have sections saved only to the file or only to the
AISC_BACKUP directory will not be designed.
An temporary "exchange" file is created each time the connection information is updated. This file is named
3DRFRC.TMP and should be located in the directory where the RISA-3D INI file is located. If there is a problem creating or editing this file, then this will cause significant problems with interaction between the programs.

Detach
When a RISAConnection model is created by exporting from RISA-3D, RISAFloor, or Revit, many of the input options
are grayed out. These are the parameters that are defined in the original program (RISA-3D, RISAFloor, or Revit). To
release the integrated ownership of the RISAConnection model, you can detach the RISAConnection file. This
releases the ownership so you have control to change all input parameters in RISAConnection.
If you want to detach the RISAConnection file, simply click on the Detach button once in RISAConnection. The program will give you a warning and then, if you click Yes, detach and rename the file.

Note:
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l

l

l

Once detached, only the loading from the first load combination is available. However you now can manually
enter any loading that you want.
There is no way to re-attach the RISAConnection model, so we suggest saving a back up copy before detaching.
Connection grouping is also lost when you detach. The connections will be re-ordered alphabetically.

Miscellaneous
Live Load Reduction in RISAFloor
When connections are transferred from RISAFloor to RISAConnection, live load reduction is accounted for in the
reactions that are transferred.
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Hilti PROFIS Integration
Base plates can be exported from RISAConnection to Hilti PROFIS Engineering for design of the anchor bolts and
check concrete pull-out.
The Tools section of the Home tab includes the Export to PROFIS and Import PROFIS Results buttons.
The Export to PROFIS button will allow you to export the geometry and loads for a Single Column Base Plate connection to Hilti PROFIS
The Import PROFIS Results button will allow you to import the Hilti PROFIS report to be incorporated into the
RISAConnection printed report.

Exporting to Hilti PROFIS
After you have solved the connection in RISAConnection that you would like to send to Hilti PROFIS for anchor bolt
design, press the Export to PROFIS button.

First Time Export
If this is your first time exporting a model to Hilti PROFIS, RISAConnection will prompt you with a window to login
to your Hilti PROFIS account.
Note: Connection to internet is required to export to Hilti PROFIS.
Enter your login information and press the log in button.
Contact Hilti for further information on obtaining an account.
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After the first time, the login information is stored.
Once the Log In screen closes, press the Export to PROFIS button once more.
If you have multiple column base plate connections, the message shown below will appear where you can choose
multiple connections to export.

Once you press Export, the message shown below should appear which indicates that the connection is now available on your Hilti PROFIS account.
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You can open a web browser and login to your Hilti PROFIS account at https://profisengineering.hilti.com
Upon logging in, you should be prompted with the message below informing you that a new transfer has occurred
from RISAConnection.

Press OK and on the right-hand side of the Hilti PROFIS interface there is a section called File Import. Press the
Click to update from RISA button.
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You will be taken to a page where you can see the connection sent from RISAConnection. Here, you can make
anchor bolt changes as required to achieve the desired results.

Importing Hilti PROFIS Results
Once the anchors are designed in Hilti PROFIS, the report can be imported to a designated file path. To do this,
press the Loads / calculation type button in Hilti PROFIS and then press the Export RISA button.
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Then press the Export to RISA button in the Generate Report window that appears.
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Then go back into RISAConnection and press the Import PROFIS Results button.

You will then receive the message below if the Import process was successful.

The report will now be located in the file path chosen in the Hilti Profis tab of the Application Settings dialog.
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Currently Supported Connections
In order to export to Hilti PROFIS, the connection in RISAConnection will need to be assigned as “Single Column
Base Plate”.
Supported Data Exported:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Column Shape and Size
Column Material
Base Plate Size, Thickness and Shape
Loads
Load Categories and Load Combinations when linked to a RISAFloor or RISA-3D model
Quantity and Bolt diameter
Concrete strength and dimensions

Limitations
l

l
l

The link with RISAConnection and Hilti Profis is currently one-way. Any changes made to the Hilti Profis
model will not affect the RISAConnection model.
RISAConnection only assumes Rigid Base plate theory.
Custom bolt layouts are not currently supported by the Hilti Profis link.

Changing Hilti PROFIS Accounts
After logging into your Hilti PROFIS account from within RISAConnection for the first time, you will no longer be
asked to do so. In the event that you need to switch Hilti PROFIS accounts, you will need to remove the saved password for Hilti PROFIS from your internet browser. Once this is complete, restart RISAConnection and the next time
the Export to PROFIS button is pressed, you will be prompted to enter your Hilti PROFIS login information again.
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Troubleshooting
If the integration between RISAConnection and Hilti PROFIS is not working properly or if you do not see the File
Import section on the right-hand side, please check that the box shown below is checked. This dialog can be found
in the Application Settings for Hilti PROFIS.
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Tekla Structures Integration
When transferring Tekla Structures connections to RISAConnection the majority of the behavior is similar to standalone RISAConnection. This topic details specific variations from the standard RISAConnection behavior. To learn
the steps of taking the Tekla Structures model to RISAConnection, view the Tekla Connection Procedure topic.
When first coming into RISAConnection from Tekla Structures you will see that the file is populated with all of the
VALID connections. Thus, only connections that RISAConnection can actually design will be brought over. The act of
invoking RISAConnection from Tekla Structures (using the
matically.

button) will create a RISAConnection file auto-

Connection Grouping
Once you have imported your information in RISAConnection, you will see that the connections are grouped in the
Project Explorer.

The groups in RISAConnection are based on the connection numbers from within Tekla Structures. Within each
Tekla Structures connection. However, there are also groupings based on whether the members are framing into a
column or beam, whether a column/beam connection frames into the web or flange of the column, and so on. Therefore, a single connection number from Tekla Structures could create a large number of connection groupings in
RISAConnection.
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Grouping Behavior
In the Project Explorer there are three levels: Project level, Group level, and Connection level. These levels are nested within each other and allow you to change design and connection properties quickly and easily. There are also
properties that can only be changed within Tekla Structures. Here we will discuss these different connection property categories and how to use them properly.

Tekla Structures Level
Items that can only be modified from Tekla:
l
l
l
l
l

Connection Types
Connection Categories (bolted vs welded, single angle vs double angle, etc)
Loading
Member Shapes
Miscellaneous properties (bolt holes, etc)

If you wish to modify any of these properties you need to go back to the Tekla model, make the change, and then
re-export to RISAConnection.

Project Level
When you click the project label in the Project Explorer, the Project Properties are then shown.
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Here you can update information in the Project Description fields and some of the options from the Global Parameters - Solution tab.

Note:
l

When you click the Project in the Project Explorer the left screen shows all of the groups in the project and
gives a representative view of each.

Group Level
When you click on a Group in the Project Explorer then the Group Properties are shown.

In the Group Properties you can modify connection properties for all of the connections within this group at one
time. The grayed out properties are properties brought over directly from Tekla Structures; these properties can
not be edited in RISAConnection.

Note:
l

l

l

If you have changed individual connection properties and then go back to the group, changes here will overwrite any of those individual connection changes.
When you click a Group in the Project Explorer the left screen shows all of the connections graphically in
that group.
If an item is labeled -Various- it means that there are multiple values in this field for the different connections in this group.
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Connection Level
When you click on an individual connection, that connection's properties are shown.

The grayed out properties within an individual connection may be either Tekla controlled, Project level controlled,
or Group level controlled. You must go up to those levels to change these properties for these connections.

Loading
The connections must also have their loads applied from Tekla Structures. The loads can be entered in Tekla Structures either from the Component itself or from the End Conditions. Both of these locations also have a UDL
%/UDL code that can be used.

Component Loads
RISAConnection accepts the Shear, Tension, and Moment fields for each connection. It will also accept a value in the
UDL % field in place of the Shear, V. Please see the UDL section for more information on how this works.
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End Conditions
Double-clicking on a member and clicking the User-defined attributes... button and going to the End Conditions
allows a user to define end reactions on a member. These end reactions will then be transferred to RISAConnection
appropriately. Note that you can use the UDL code field in place of the Shear, Vy (major). Please see the UDL section for more information on how this works.

Note:
l
l

l

l

If loading is applied to BOTH the component and the end reaction the Component value will be used.
The Column Force and Story Shear values are not mapped from Tekla and must be entered manually once
in RISAConnection.
The Tension/Axial force value in Tekla is positive for tension. In RISAConnection, axial force is negative for
tension. The RISA-Tekla Link will switch the sign of the force when transferring to account for this.
Any loading that does not have an input in RISAConnection will not be considered in RISAConnection. Weakaxis shear and weak-axis moments are one example of this.

UDL % (Uniform Distributed Loads)
The UDL % is a way to have the link calculate the design shear forces on a beam in your model. This is done considering the AISC 14th edition manual Tables 3-6, 3-7, 3-8 and 3-9 for wide flanges and channels. These tables have
a Wc/Ωb for ASD and a φWc for LRFD and units of kip-ft. Using the length, L, and the UDL % input the shear force
calculation is as follows:

General Reference Manual

257

Tekla Structures Integration
VASD = (UDL %) * ( Wc/Ωb) / 2L
VLRFD = (UDL %) * (φWc) / 2L
This value is what will be brought into RISAConnection in the Shear Load field in RISAConnection.

Note:
l
l
l

l

UDL % is not supported for shapes other than wide flanges and channels in the AISC 14th edition manual.
This field is only used for shear forces in beams and weill be ignored if used in any other conditions.
If a UDL % value is given in combination with a strong direction shear force (Vy, major) the program will use
the shear force and ignore UDL %.
The default code selected in RISAConnection is the AISC 14th (360-10): ASD, thus this initial transfer will
always use the ASD value for the UDL % calculation. If you are using LRFD codes you'll need to edit this in
RISAConnection and roundtrip the model to get back into RISAConnection with the proper loading.

Solving Connections
Once you get the connections configured properly you need to solve the model. You can solve the model by connection, by group or for the entire project by pressing the appropriate button to solve either a single Connection,
Group or the entire Project.

Note:
l

If you are using RISAConnection as a standalone program then these solve buttons have no use because the
model is re-solved automatically each time a change is made.

Viewing Results (in RISAConnection)
Once you have a connection, a group, or the entire project solved you will be able to view results via the Project
Explorer or Reports tab.

Project Explorer
The Project Explorer gives a summary of the design results for the project. Each connection gives a Pass or Fail
notification, along with the Max UC and the LC that produced it.
The Group will state "Pass" if all of the connections within the group passes. It will state "Fail" otherwise.
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If a property is changed then the connections whose properties are affected will be invalidated. If you modify a
single connection then the results for that connection will be invalidated and an (N/A) will be shown.

In this scenario you can simply re-solve that connection to get results again.
If you invalidate a group property then that will invalidate all of the connections within that group. If you invalidate a project property, then it will invalidate all connections in the project.

Reports
The Report view gives the unity checks for each Limit State. value. The Reports section will show which Limit State
produced this value.

General Reference Manual

259

Tekla Structures Integration
If the connection you are viewing has its results invalidated by changing a connection property, then this message
will be shown:

If this message is shown then the results shown are invalid. Pressing this message has the effect of solving that individual connection. The program will then give valid results for this connection.

Viewing Results (in Tekla Structures)
Once you have your connections configured properly you can take those results back to Tekla Structures to be
viewed in the RISA-Tekla Link browser and graphically by pressing the

button in RISAConnection.

This will do two things:
l

Open the RISA-Tekla Link results viewing dialog and show graphically whether a connection passes or fails.

A green cone indicates a passing connection:

A red cone indicates a failing connection:
l
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Update the model for updates made in RISAConnection. This will physically change your Tekla Structures
model to match the RISAConnection component properties.
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Round-tripping between Tekla Structures and RISAConnection
The Tekla Structures and RISAConnection integration is meant to be used for multiple round-trips. See the Workflow Diagrams section for more information on this.
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Tekla Structures Integration Procedure
The RISA-Tekla link sends the geometry, connection loads, shape types and connection types automatically from
Tekla Structures into RISAConnection. This allows you to design your connections in RISAConnection and then bring
the results back into Tekla Structures to have your structure updated and to view the results.
Here we will walk through the steps required to design connections using this integration. Please view the RISATekla Link help file for more detailed information.

1. Completing the Tekla Structures Model
You must first model your structure in Tekla, including the connections and the loading. RISA only supports specific
connections with the RISA-Tekla link. If a connection is not one of these supported connections then it will show up
as an Unknown Connection in the RISA-Tekla link.

2. Sending the Model to RISAConnection
After the model is completed in Tekla Structures then pressing the
connections that are supported will automatically be brought in.

button will open RISAConnection and all

3. Configuring Connections and Solving in RISAConnection
In RISAConnection you can configure many of the properties of the connections using the RISAConnection interface.
Once the configuring is complete you can then press any of the Solve buttons (shown below) to solve either a single
Connection, Group or the entire Project. This will show a Pass or Fail for each of the connections and allow you
to adjust properties to pass the connection

4. Connection Results Viewing in Tekla
How you get back to Tekla Structures from RISAConnection is dependent on whether the connections were manipulated with RISAConnection on the same machine as Tekla Structures or on a different machine.
l

If you have worked on RISAConnection on the same machine that you transferred from Tekla Structures:
l

l

In RISAConnection, click the
button to transfer back to Tekla Structures.
If you worked on the RISAConnection file on a separate machine from the one running Tekla Structures:
l Place the RISAConnection model file back (.rcn extension) in the Tekla Structures model directory.
l Open the Tekla Structures model.
l

Press the
button in Tekla Structures. DO NOT press the
button as this will overwrite
your RISAConnection model again with the properties from Tekla Structures.

In either of the above cases this will do two things:
1. Open the RISA-Tekla Link results viewing dialog and show graphically whether a connection passes or fails.
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For more information on this dialog see the Application Interface topic.
A green cone indicates a passing connection:

A red cone indicates a failing connection:
2. Update the model for updates made in RISAConnection. This will physically change your Tekla model to match the
RISAConnection component properties.

Workflow Diagrams
If the Tekla Structures computer will also be using RISAConnection, use this workflow:
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If the Tekla Structures computer will be different than the one using RISAConnection, use this workflow:
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DXF Export
You may export 2D Views of connections as DXF files. This feature provides compatibility with any other program
that can read DXF files. This includes most major CAD programs.

Exporting DXF Files
You can export the connection by going to File-Export:

You can select to Export a single Connection, or you can export all the connections from entire project.
The Single Connection will create a 2D drawing for each 2D View available for that connection. Each view is
framed inside a box and the Connection title view name is shown. All the elements are described with labels.
The All Connections option will create 2D drawings for each 2D View available for every connection. Each view is
framed and the connection title and view name is shown. Each connection will be shown in a vertical array. All the
elements are described with labels.
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CAD Scale
Enter the scale factor that will cause the full scale RISA model to be scaled up or down to the desired drawing scale.
For example, if you created a model that you wanted scaled down to 1/4"=12", the factor would be 0.020833, which
is (.25/12).

DXF Units
Select the units you desire the CAD model to be created in. The options for the DXF units are No Units inches, feet,
mm, cm, and meters.

DXF Export Layers Options
Each type of element will be placed on a different layer. You can enter the names of the layers for the different elements of the connection.
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Printing
RISAConnection gives the ability to print in two ways: you may print the current view of your screen (everything in
the Connection View) or you may print a report of your selected project details through the Report Creation Wizard.

Print Current View
When you click on the Print Current View button, or select Print Current View from the File menu, the program
will automatically print whatever information you currently have on display in your Connection View window of
the program. This could be the Results Report view, the 3D View, one of the 2D Views, etc.

Report Creation Wizard
When you click on the Print button, or select Print from the File menu, the program will open the Report Printing dialog. This dialog allows you to quickly select several items to print for one or several connections at once.
This way you only have to click the Print button once in order to print a full report. Below are explanations of each
option within the dialog.
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Input Data Options
These options allow you to select (or unselect) the basic information about the whole project. This includes:
l

l

l

Include Global Description - This will include a section in your report which reports all the information
from the Description tab of the Global Parameters dialog.
Include Global Solution Options - This will include a section in your report which reports all the information from the Solution tab of the Global Parameters dialog.
Include Project Explorer Summary - This will include a section in your report which reports a summary
list of all the connections in your project. This will look like the information from the Project Explorer in the
upper right-hand corner of your screen.

Report Options
These options allow you to select (or unselect) the specific information about each of the connections that you have
selected into the Connections in the Report column. This includes:
l

l

l

l

l

l

Include All 2D Views - This will include the 2D Views for your connection, as seen on the 2D View tab of
your Connection View. The printed size of these images is controlled by the Size of the 2D/3D Image control on the Report Settings dialog.
Include the 3D View - This will include the 3D View for your connection, as seen on the 3D View tab of your
Connection View. The printed size of this image is controlled by the Size of the 2D/3D Image control on the
Report Settings dialog.
Include the Connection Properties - This will include all your input information from the Connection Properties window in the lower right-hand corner for your screen.
Include the Limit State Report - This will include the results report either in a Fully Expanded View (all
the limit state details are expanded), or in a Fully Collapsed View (only the limit state labels and summary
information is displayed). If you have selected just one connection to include with your report and this is the
same connection that you are currently viewing, you will also have the open to print the As Seen View. This
means that whatever state your limit state results report shows will be exactly what prints with the report.
This means that if you have some limit states expanded and others collapsed, the printed report will show
exactly this.
Include the Members Report - This will include all the member-specific information in your report. This is
the same information that is displayed on the Members tab of the results report.
Include the Components Report - This will include all the component-specific information in your report.
This is the same information that is displayed on the Components tab of the results report.

Load Combination
If you have created your RISAConnection model from exporting results from RISA-3D or RISAFloor, you will have
load input from each load combination. When printing the report, you can select a single Load Combination to show
results for, or print the governing (Max LC) for each connection.
l

This is not available when you are using RISAConnection in stand alone mode (without RISA-3D or RISAFloor
integration).

PDF Attachments
You may also add external PDF results to your RISAConnection report. Select the File Location to look for your PDF
files, and then they will show up under the Available PDF Attachments section where you can move them to the
right side to print in the report.
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Available Connections and Connections in the Report
These columns allow you to select which connections (or group of connections) shall be included in the report output. To select connections to be included in the report simply highlight them (you can highlight a single connection
or a group of connections) then click on the Add button to move them into the right-side column. This will tell the
dialog that you want these connections included in the report. Similarly you can remove them using the Remove
button.

Print Preview
Pressing the Print Preview button will open the Print Preview dialog.
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Technical Support
Technical support is an important part of the RISAConnection package. There is no charge for technical support for
all licensed owners of the current version of RISAConnection. Technical support is very important to the staff at
RISA Tech, Inc.. We want our users to be able to reach us when they are having difficulties with the program.
However, this service is not to be used as a way to avoid learning the program or learning how to perform structural modeling in general.
Hours: 6AM to 5PM Pacific Standard Time, Monday through Friday
Before contacting technical support, you should typically do the following:
1. Please search the Help File or General Reference Manual. Most questions asked about RISAConnection are already
answered in the Help File or General Reference Manual. Use the table of contents or index to find specific topics and
appropriate sections. We go to great lengths to provide extensive written and on-line documentation for the
program. We do this in order to help you understand the features and make them easier to use.
2. If you have access to the Internet, you can visit our website at risa.com and check out our Downloads and Support
section for release notes, updates, downloads, and frequently asked questions. We list known issues and product
updates that you can download. So, if you think the program is in error you should see if the problem is listed and
make sure you have the latest release.
3. Make sure you understand the problem, and make sure your question is related to the program or structural modeling. Technical Support does not include free engineering consulting.
4. Take a few minutes to experiment with the problem to try to understand and solve it.
For all modeling support questions, please be prepared to send us your model input file via email or postal mail. We
often will need to have your model in hand to debug a problem or answer your questions.
Email: support@risa.com. This method is the best way to send us a model you would like help with. Most
email packages support the attachment of files. The input file you would send will have a *.rcn extension. Make sure
you tell us your name, company name, Key ID, phone number, and give a sufficient problem description.
Phone Support:(949) 951-5815. You can also call. But keep in mind that this works best only if your question is
not model specific and therefore doesn't require us to look at your file.
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